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Beilin pessimistic 


on peace 


TEL AVTV t AP) — A lop Israeli peacemaker predicted Saturday 
that the emerging right-wing government of Benyamin Netanyahu 
™J| not pursue a final peace settlement with ihc Palestinians. -He 
will not go forward with an agreement with the Palestinians based 
no what was signed by both sides." said Yossi Beilin, a cabinet 
minister who engineered the autonomy accords. "The results will 
be grave for the future of Israel." The emerging Israeli govern- 
ment, based on parties that opposed the Israel-Palestinian peace 
d , J£^ lcaIes . M r - Netanyahu "has no intention" of meeting the 
May 1999 deadline set for reaching a final peace settlement, said 
Mr. Beilin. In recent weeks, there was speculation that Mr. 
Netanyahu might form a broad coalition with the defeated Labour 
Party — a formula which Mr. Beifin and other leaders in both 
parlies favoured as the best way to guarantee the future of the 
peacemaking. Army radio said outgoing Finance Minister Avra- 
ham Shohat and Dan Meridor, a leading Ukud figure, met last 
week to discuss a possible alliance. Both Mr. Neianvahu and the 
Labour leader Shimon Peres were informed of ihe meeting, the 
radio said. But Mr. Beilin said Saturday the chances of a 
Likud-Labour deal appear to have fizzled. 
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A1 Azhar-Vatican panel planned 

CAIRO (AFP) — The Vatican and Eg* pi's highesi Sunni Mukhin 
authont* . A1 Azhar. arc to set up a jumi committee in the near 
future to stimulate dialogue between the two religions, an Al 
Azhar spokesman said Saturday. "The creation of this committee 
is aimed at bringing Islam and Christianity closer together as well 
as coordinating efforts by Al Azhar and the Vatican to promote 
tolerance and to fight against any kind of (religious) extremism." 
said Omar Basuwi&si. who heads the office of Al Azhar Sheikh 
Mohammad Saved Tanlawi. "The committee will also he (asked 
with protecting the sublime percepts of Islam and ChnM umt\ and' 
the dignity of God's mcssagcrs.” he added. Mr. Bastawissi sa'id “a 
meeting between the two parties will he held in the near future to 
organise the setting up of this committee, which will he made up of 
.Al .Azhar and Vatican oificials as well as the president of the 
international union lor dialogue between the three monotheist 
religions, Ali Al Saman. He added that the creation «| the 
committee was approved at a meeting in Cairo at the tx-cmiune of 
the month between Sheikh Tantawi and Cardinal Francis Annze, 
president of the Vatican's committee aimed at tortung dialogue 
between different religions. 
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Cabinet reviews Japan 
aid, projects 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Cabinet on Saturday re- 
viewed the Japanese assist- 
ance programme to Jordan, 
an allocation of 2,000 
dunums for the industrial 
estate in Karak Gove morale, 
and launching of a new air- 
port in Aqaba to be financed 
by Jordan, Israel and U.S. 
Minister of Transport and 
acting Minister of Informa- 
tion Nasser Lawzi told the 
press that Japan will grant 
Jordan 400 million Japanese 
yen to support projects of the 
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the Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation. Mr. Lawzi added 
that the Cabinet, which met 
under the chairmanship of 
acting Premier Abdullah En- 
sour, ratified the agreement 
between the Kingdom and 
the OPEC fund under which 
the fund will give Jordan JD 5 
million to build new schools. 
Mr. Lawzi said that the 
Cabinet discussed plans to 
build a new airport in Aqaba 
and the outcome of the feasi- 
bility studies prepared by an 
American company to con- 
struct it in the Aqaba region. 

Mirai meets 
French general 

AMMAN (Petra) — Chair- 
man of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff Held Marshal Abdul 
Hafez Mirai received at his 
office Saturday Major Gener- 
al Michel Pudex, head of the 
French Defence College. 
Field Marshal Mirai and 
Gen. Pudex discussed the 
cooperation between the two 
countries and issues of com- 
mon concern. 

British defence 
official in Qatar 

DOHA (AP) — A senior 
British defence official Satur- 
day discussed with his Qatari 
counterpart ways of enhanc- 
ing relations, especially in the 
“defence and military do- 
mains," the Qatar News 
Agency reported. James 
Arbuthnot, Britain's minister 
of state for procurement ar 
the defence department, met 
with Sheikh Hamad Ben 
Abdullah Al Thani. minister 
of state for defence affairs, 
the agency said. It did not 
elaborate on the talks. But 
Britain is striving to boost 
arms sales in the oil-rich 
Gulf, which since 1990 has 
brought more weapons than 
any other region in the world. 


12 executed in Iran 
for prostitution 

TEHRAN (AP) — Twelve 
people were executed in 
Iran’s northwestern Hame- 
dan province for involvement 
in prostitution, the Resalat 
daily reported Saturday. The 
Farsi-language newspaper 
quoted asn unidentified pro- 
vincial official as saying the 
12 had “established centres 
of corruption where they ex- 
ploited women and girls." 
The report did not say when 
they were tried or executed, 
nor did it specify their gen- 
der. 

Egyptian editor 
detained over fine 

CAIRO (AFP) — An Islam- 
ist newspaper editor accused 
police of “blatant abuse" af- 
ter being detained for several 
hours on Saturday in a bid to 
force him to pay a $4,000 fine 
imposed on him for libel. 
Magdi Hussein, editor in 
chief of the fundamentalist 
bi-weekly Al Shaab, was 
taken from his Cairo home by 
police and detained for sever- 
al hours before being re- 
leased, legal sources said. 
Mr. Hussein told AFP he was 
released only on the condi- 
tion that he report to pro- 
secutors the next morning to 
pay his fine or face three 
months imprisonment. ”1 will 
not pay. This is an extreme 
measure by police, they are 
nying to force me tb pay 
■ before the new law is passed 
under which my sentence will 
no longer have any mean- 
ing,** he said. 


Summit seeks to end Arab 
differences, Mubarak says 

Syria wants ban on normalisation 
of Arab countries ’ ties with Israel 


Combined agency dispatches 

CAIRO — Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak said 
Saturday Arab states hope to 
end the differences between 
them at their upcoming sum- 
mit in Cairo. 

“In the summit's final 
statement, we want to 
announce to the world that 
we prepare our nations for a 
new period marked by the 
end of disunity and the begin- 
ning of unified Arab ranks.” 
Mr. Mubarak said. 

Mr. Mubarak made the 
comments at a meeting with 
the executive council of the 
journalists union. Informa- 
tion Minister Safwat Al Sher- 
if told the press. 

The summit, due to run 
June 22-23, also aims "to- 
support the peace process 


with a clear Arab vision 
which safeguards the Arabs' 
legitimate rights." Mr. 
Mubarak said. 

Official sources said Friday 
that Egypt had launched “in- 
tense contacts with several 
Arab countries to reduce bi- 
lateral disputes" before the 
summit. 

Cairo organised the sum- 
mit, which will group ail 
Arab states except Iraq, amid 
concern for the peace process 
under Israel's right-wing 
Prime Minisrer-elect Be- 
nyamin Netanyahu. 

It is the first Arab summit 
since just after Iraq's August 
1990 invasion of Kuwait, 
which bitterly divided the 
Arab World. 

Syrian position 

Syria said that next week's 


summit must opt for peace 
but not surrender to Israel 
and ban countries from nor- 
malising ties with the Jewish 
state. 

The summit “must adopt a 
series of measures based on 
peace and likely to lead to 
peace, but far from any sur- 
render." the official daily Al 
Thawra wrote. 

It urged Arab leaders to 
“synchronise political steps 
around a common Arab 
front, banning any unilateral 
initiative and consequently 
any normalisation" with 
Israel. 

The Syrian Times express- 
ed hope Saturday that Mr. 
Netanyahu would adopt a 
"positive position on peace... 
despite hostile declaration by 
some of his aides." 

( Continued on page 7) 


Arafat asserts Netanyahu is 
avoiding contacts with him 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — 
Yasser Arafat says that 
Israeli Prime Minister-elect 
Benyamin Netanyahu is de- 
liberately avoiding contacts 
with the Palestinian lead- 
ership despite its efforts to set 
up meetings. 

But the Saturday edition of 
the London-based Al Asharq 
Al Awsat daily quoted Mr. 
Arafat as saying that he has 
met leaders of Israeli settle- 
ment organisations to discuss 
the future of the Jewish set- 
tlements in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

He did not elaborate. But 
he noted in an interview with 
the newspaper "There have 
been no contacts, or channels 


with Netanyahu because he's 
not desirous of such contacts 
in the first place." 

“We tried a lot, and there 
have been some encounters, 
at academic levels, but these : 
never reached the political or 
leadership level.” 

Mr. Netanyahu, hardline 
leader of Israel's- right-wing 
Ukud Party, declared before 
his May 29 election, that he 
would slow down the peace 
process with the Palestinians 
launched by his predecessor. 
Labour Party leader Shimon 
Peres. 

Mr. Netanyahu has also 
said he would meet with Mr. 

■ Arafat only if it was vital to 
Israel’s security. 


The only known high-level 
contact between Ukud and 
the Palestinians since the 
election was a meeting Tues- 
day between Tel Aviv" Mayor 
Ron Milo, a senior Likud 
figure, and Faisal Husseini, 
the minister for Jerusalem 
affairs in Mr. Arafat's 
cabinet. 

Mr. Milo said Wednesday 
that Mr. Netanyahu would 
need to meet Mr. Arafat if he 
was serious about continuing 
the peace negotiations with 
the Palestinians. 

Al Asharq Al Awsat 
quoted Mr. Arafat as saying 
he will seek the support of 
the United States. Russia and 
(Continued on page 7) 


Israeli premier-elect in 
scramble to form cabinet 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prime 
Minister-elect Benyamin 
Netanyahu was holding hold 
last-minute talks Samrday 
with potential allies in a bid 
to have a new government in 
place on Monday, his aides 
said. 

The talks with religious 
and centre-right parties had 
to be suspended Friday with 
the onset of the Jewish 
Sabbath, and resumed late 
Saturday at the end of the day 
of rest. 

Mr. Netanyahu wants toV 
present his cabinet, which 
promises to be one of the 
most right-wing in Israel's 
history, to Monday’s 


opening session of the 
120-seat parliament. 

To do this, his negotiators 
will have to come up with a 
cabinet line-up by Sunday 
afternoon at the latest so the 
Knesset (parliament) has 
tinie to examine it before the 
vote. 

In the May 29 elections. 
Likud and its allies won 
only 32 seals, compared to 
34 for Labour, meaning Mr. 
Netanyahu needs the support 
of five smaller parties to 
form a government without 
Labour's participation. 

His negotiators have yet 
to overcome problems in 
sharing out the portfolios 


between the potential 
coalition partners. 

If they fail to do so by 
Sunday, the presentation of 
the new cabinet to 
parliament could be 
postponed but this is 
unlikely to be by more than 
several days. Netanyahu 
aides said. 

Two veteran hardliners, 
former Defence Minister 
Ariel Sharon and ex-army 
chief Rafael Eitan. arc 
assured of cabinet posts. 

Mr. Sharon and Mr. Eitan 
masterminded Israel's 
invasion of Lebanon in June 
1982 and have called 
(Continued on page 7) 



King contributes $50,000 to 
aid Lebanon reconstruction 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein has 
made a' donation of $50,000 
to the Lebanese people to 
help in the country's recon- 
struction. 

The King made the dona- 
tion in a telephone call ;o 
the London-based Middle 
East Broadcasting Cor- 
poration (MBC) during a 
telephone programme 
organised to raise contribu- 
tions for the reconstruction 
of Lebanese towns, many 
of which were devastated in 
Israel's latest blitz in April. 

The King voiced Jordan's 


continued backing for the 
Lebanese people's en- 
deavours. stressing that the 
donation will rejeh the 
Lebanese people as soon as 
possible. 

"The MBCs programme 
is appreciated by all of us at 
this stage and w£<hope that 
the MBC will attain success 
in helping Lebanon 
through the contributions 
from around the world." 
the King said. 

"I have just arrived (in 
London) and this is a 
chance for me to speak to 
you and I hope you will 
accept this humble dona- 


tion of S50.WJU which I 
hope will reach you as soon 
us possible," added King 
Hussein. 

“Jordan will stand by 
Lebanon. We have already 
started preparation for pro- 
viding assistance to Leba- 
non to help in its recon- 
struction programme. We 
hope this u-ork will con- 
tinue and Jordan's people 
and government feel that 
this is our duty to stand bv 
our brothers in Lebanon. 

This is part of our dutv to 
Lebanon which is dear to 
all of us." 


Regent 
visits GHQ 


His Royal Highness 
Prince Mohammad, the 
Regent, on Saturday 
meets with Field 
Marshal Abdul Hafez 
Mirai, chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
during a visit he paid to 
the General 

Headquarters of the 
Armed Forces. The 
Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said the Regent 
and Field Marshal Mirai 
discussed issues of con- 
cern to the Armed Forces 
(Armed Forces photo) 



U.N. team calls off 
vigil at Iraqi sites 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
U.N. arms inspectors Satur- 
day lifted their five-day vigil 
outside three Iraqi weapons 
sites they had been barred 
from entering and will leave 
Iraq on Sunday, a U.N. offi- 
cial said. 

“The inspectors of the 
(United Nations) Special 
Commission charged with 
Iraqi disarmament (UN- 
SCOM) left the approaches 
of the three sites at the end of 
the afternoon." an UN- 
SCOM source said. 

.“The whole team of UN- 
SCOM inspectors is due to 
leave Baghdad on Sunday for 
Manama." in Bahrain, the 
external base for U.N. mis- 
sions in Iraq, said the source 
without giving further details. 

U.N. inspectors, who had 
parked five UNSCOM jeeps 
near a Republican Guard 
barracks in the Al Qadissiva 
area of Baghdad, with- 
drew from the position they 
had occupied. 

The stand-off had also in- 
volved two sites at Abu 
Gharib. 30 kilometres to the 
west, according to Iraqi offi- 
cials. 

Since Tuesday. Iraq has 
prevented the 54-strong L*N- 
SCOM team, which is sear- 


ching for banned weapons 
programmes, from entering 
the Republican Guard sites 
on the grounds of national 
security. 

The U.N. Security Council 
on Friday accused Baghdad 
of “flagrant violation" of 
U.N. disarmament resolu- 
tions. and asked UNSCOM 
chief Rolf Ekeus to travel to 
Iraq to try to resolve the- 
crisis. 

Mr. ‘Ekeus was due to 
leave for Baghdad on Mon- 
day armed with a "strong 
message." in the words of 
U.S. ambassador to the U.N. 
Madeleine Albright. 

The Security Council also 
firmly rejected an Iraqi bid to 
negotiate an end to the crisis 
by agreeing lo snap weapons 
searches on condition they 
were personally led by Mr. 
Ekeus and Iraqi Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz. 

The crisis mounted Friday 
when an Iraqi anti-aircraft 
gun was seen moving as a 
U.N. helicopter approached 
a site it had been banned 
from overflying. U.N. offi- 
cials said. The pilot was 
forced to land. 

The U.N. Security Council 
(Continued un page 7» 


Syria massed troops on 
Turkish border - report 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Syria has 
massed troops near the bor- 
der with Turkey following 
reports that Ankara was be- 
hind four blasts that rocked 
the country in recent weeks. 
Al Havat daily reported 
Saturday. 

"Syria moved around 
40.000 soldiers to border 
areas with Turkey," said the 
London-based Saudi daily 
which is published in Beirut 
and other Arab capitals in a 
dispatch from Damascus. 

Travellers arriving in 
Damascus from the Turkish- 
Syrian border spoke of ten- 
sion there as well as gunfire 
from the Turkish side which 
"seems to be on a permanent 
state of alert.” Al Hayat said. 

The travellers also re- 
ported Syrian troops rein- 
forcements "for the first 
time" in areas near the bor- 
der. it added. 

The U.S. State Depart- 
ment said earlier this month 
that several non -accidental 
blasts took place in Syria in 
May. Damascus dismissed 
the repons, which it said had 
been traced to Turkish jour- 
nalists amid cool ties between 
the two countries over an 
Israeli-Turkish military 
accord. 

Al Hayat said one of four 


blasts — none of which 
caused casualties — was a 
booby-trapped car which ex- 
ploded in the Bassatin region 
just outside Damascus near 
the home of Abdullah Oca- 
lun, the leader of the Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK). 

“It occurred on May 6. It 
was a powerful blast which 
was heard across Damascus." 
the newspaper said, quoting a 
source close to the outlawed 
PKK. which is waging a vio- 
lent campaign against Ank- 
ara for an independent Kur- 
dish homeland in southeast- 
ern Turkey. 

"Syrian security forces w ho 
rushed to the scene found 
another booby-trapped car 
that had failed to explode.” 
the source said. 

A second, smaller bomb 
exploded a few days later in 
the central Damascus square 
of Marjeh in an empty con- 
struction plot. 

Two other blasts shook the 
northern Syrian town of 
Latakia in the past two 
months, with one concealed 
in a car and the other in a 
garbage bin, it said quoting 
well-informed sources in 
Damascus. 

They denied, however, re* 
(Continued un page 7 1 


Muasher: Jordan seeks ‘strategic’ partnership with U.S. 


By George S. Hishmeh 

USIA Staff Writer 

WASHINGTON — Jordan 
feels it is of the “utmost 
importance" that the United 
States raise its relationship 
with this second Arab coun- 
try to sign a peace treaty 
with Israel “to a new 
plateau of strategic political 
and economic partnership 
for peace." 

In other words, Minister 
of Information Marwan 
Muasher, said here June 14, 
Jordan has to “feature 
prominently in any 
reassessment of U.S. rela- 
tions with countries of the 
region" following the 
‘assumption of the Likud 
Party of Benyamin 
Netanyahu to power in 
Israel. 

He cited two reasons for 


this hoped-for action at a 
breakfast session of the 
Washington Institute for 
Near East policy, an influ- 
ential Washington think- 
tank. 

“Support for the Kingdom 
should not be looked at as 
assistance extended to a 
country but one that is 
given to a model — a 
model which if successful 
would serve U.S. interests 
of peace and security in the 
Middle East. 

“Furthermore, and equal- 
ly important, is the feet that 
in the wake of the new 
Israeli elections, Jordan 
stands out as the country 
which has exercised sound 
judgment by keeping its 
neutrality during the 
(Israeli) election campaign, 
a country that today alone 
enjoys the trust of ali 


Israelis, including the new 
government” 

The minister was Jordan's 
first ambassador to Israel 
after the two neighbouring 
states signed a peace treaty, 
witnessed by President 
Clinton, in October 1994. 
His talk followed a week- 
long visit to Washington by 
King Hussein, who was 
also accompanied by Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti. The monarch saw 
President Clinton, Secre- 
tary of State Warren 
Christopher, Defence Sec- 
retary William Perry and 
various congressional lead- 
ers. 

Describing Kingdom's 
treaty with Israel as “a 
warm one ” he said Jordan 
was not only committed to 
lull implementation of the 
peace treaty but to “a proac- 



Marwan Muasher 

rive approach in seeking 
future areas of coopera- 
tion" 

The framework for such a 
model has already been set, 
he noted. It is “a peace 


treaty full of references to 
cooperation and mutuality, 
15 sub-agreements cover- 
ing all areas of cooperation, 
and a strong commitment to 
develop the Jordan Rift Val- 
ley in a new outlook that 
regards not as separating 
edges, but common inter- 
faces.*’ 

Dr. Muasher went on to 
sa v dial Jordan could play a 
prominent role in ending 
the Arab Israeli conflicL 
But, he emphasised that M it 
should be crystal clear, 
however, that this role is 
one of a catalyst, not a sub- 
stitute, for die Palestinians.'* 

He scotched any ideas 
that the new Israeli leader- 
ship may have in giving 
Jordan a role in the West 
Bank or in the final-status 
negotiations with the Pales- 
tinians. This would be 


“contrary to Jordan's inter- 
ests,'' he underlined. 

He continued, "It must be 
understood that Jordan has 
no intention or desire to 
assume any such role 
before the final outcome of 
the Palestinian- Israeli con- 
flict is clearly determined." 

He advised that Israel will 
have to “satisfy the needs of 
the Palestinians" if the 
objective is to have a 
durable and sustainable 
peace, adding that once the 
outcome is known, Jordan 
will consider “different 
options for a link with the 
Palestinians, a link that is 
determined by the free will 
of both peoples." He point- 
ed out that developments on 
one track in the peace 
process, “whether positive 
or negative, do not affect 
the dynamics within that 


track alone, but often have 
serious spillovers to other 
tracks, influencing, posi- 
tively or negatively, the col- 
lective peace atmosphere in 
the region." 

Dr. Muasher also called 
for a U.S. reassessment of 
economic priorities in the 
Middle East with a view io 
“enlarging the concept of 
support for peace so as not 
to limit it to the Camp 
David process alone," 
which has resulted in a total 
of S5.000 million in annual 
assistance to Israel and 
Egypt. 

He advocated that support 
for peace in the Middle East 
should talk into considera- 
tion “increasing the com- 
petitiveness of each country 
within the region, so that 

(Continued on page 7) 


2 Home & Middle East News 


Cairo rejects 
criticism over 


human rights 


CAIRO (R) — Interior 

Minister Hassan A1 Alii 
dismissed criticism of 
Egypt's human rights 
record, saying that monitor- 
ing groups were a fad and 
that human rights should 
not apply to criminals and 
murderers. 

“We pay no attention to 
the tendentious allegations 
which are made against us 
in this." he said in an inter- 
view in the government 
newspaper Akhbar A1 Yom 
on Saturday. 

“Human rights organisa- 
tions are the fashion of the 
age. They are used by many 
agencies to influence soci- 
eties and peoples. They all 
work for political purposes 
which are no secret to any- 
one," he added. 

The minister’s comments 
were the first direct or indi- 
rect reaction to two recent 
reports on torture in Egypt- 
ian prisons. The Egyptian . 
Organisation for Human 
Rights (EOHR) said last 
month that torture was rou- 
tine at a prison which holds 
about 4,000 men. many of 
them suspected Muslim 
militants. Earlier in May 
the U.N. Committee 
Against Torture called on 
Cairo to fully investigate 
cases of mistreatment, 
especially by state security 
intelligence, and bring per- 
petrators quickly before the 
courts. But General AJfi 
retorted: “We have 

announced many times that 
there is a law in Egypt to 
deal with any abuses. 
Those who make mistakes . 
or commit abuses are called 
to account.” Where were 
these groups when crimes 
of terrorism were happen- 
ing every day and'bombs 
were going off in the heart 
of Cairo? Human rights are 
the .rights of any society to 
live in peace...not the rights 
of some criminals who ter- 
rorise societies by murder 
and explosions,” he added. 
Gen. Alfi said the Muslim 
Brotherhood, established 
over 70 years ago, bad con- 
nections abroad that 

finance its activities. The 
Brotherhood has been 


banned since 1954. 

Successive governments 
have turned a blind eye to 
their activities but the pre- 
sent government has tried 
to equate the group with 
violent Muslim militant 
groups such as the 
Gamaa’a A1 Islamiya 
(Islamic group) and Jihad 
(holy struggle) group. 
“The Muslim Brotherhood 
is the key to the whole 
problem. It has deep roots 
in Egypt and it has tried and 
is still trying to reach power 
through legal or illegal 
means,” said Gen. Alfi. 
Thirteen men,’ mostly mem- 
bers of the Brotherhood, 
went on trial in military 
court on Saturday accused 
of running an organisation 
which aimed to undermine 
the constitution and plan- 
ning to agitate the masses 
ag ains t the present govern- 
ment 

When the 13 were arrest- 
ed, Brotherhood 

spokesman Ma’moun A1 
Hodeibi said the state bad 
resorted to trying the men 
in a military court because 
it did not have enough evi- 
dence to indict them in a 
civilian one. 



BRITISH WEEK: Minister of Industry and Trade Ali Abul Ragheb on Saturday talks with British 
Ambassador Peter Hinchcliffe after opening a British trade exhibition as part of a British Week in 
Jordan (Petra photo) 


King Fahd 
attends 


57 rebel Kurds killed on 
Tlirkish-Iraqi frontier 


soccer 

match 


Assailants killed 


Two of the militants, who 
shot dead 18 Greek tourists 
near the pyramids in april 
have been killed by securi- 
ty forces, Gen. Alfi said. 
“After identifying those 
responsible for the attack, 
police tried to arrest them 
in an ambush ,” Gen. Alfi 
told Akhbar A1 Yom. But 
“they fired on policemen 
who returned fire and two 
of them were lolled,” Gen. 
Alfi added, without saying 
when the ambush took 
place or whether the other 
militants were arrested. 

He said the pair had 
weapons in their possession 
which were examined by 
ballistics experts and 
proved to have been used in 
the April 18 attack on the 
Greek tourists. 'The names 
of the terrorists will be pub- 
lished soon,” he said. 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Ara- 
bia’s King fahd, whose state 
of health has triggered spec- 
ulation he might abdicate, 
attended a soccer match in 
Jeddah on Friday night, the 
official Saudi news agency 
reported. It said the Saudi 
monarch, who suffered a 
stroke in November and 
handed over the runnin g of 
state to Crown Prince Abdul- 
lah while he recovered, pre- 
sented the winners of the 
match with their trophy and 
medals. A Saudi newspaper 
on Saturday carried pho- 
tographs of the king standing 
up and waving to the crowd 
at the stadium and signing a 
football. The U.S. magazine 
Time reported last month 
drat King Fahd was suffering 
from dement& . and might: 
soon leave the 'country per- 
manently, delegating power 
to Prince Abdullah. 

The report and others that 
followed his stroke sparked 
questions about the future in 
Saudi Arabia, the world’s 
biggest oil producer and 
exporter and influential Mid- 
dle East player 


ANKARA (Agencies) — 
Fifty seven Kurdish rebels 
have been killed by the Turk- 
ish army in military opera- 
tions south of Cukurca, cm 
the border with Iraq, the Ana- 
tolia news agency reported 
Saturday. 

One Turkish soldier died in 
the fighting, the news agency 
added. 

The latest casualties bring 
to 146 the number of rebels 
from the Kurdistan Labour 
Party (PKK) killed since 
Wednesday in the Cukurca 
region as a Turkish offensive 
against the rebels continues, 
according to Turkish figures. 

The PKK has been leading 
an armed rebelling since 
1984 against the Tudtish 
government to carve out a 
separate Kurdish homeland 
in Turkey’s southeast, on the 
border with Syria, Iran and 


1 Twelve years of fighting 
(lave clamed. 

lives, including rebels, sol- 
diers, police and civilians. 

On Friday, 50 Kurdish 
rebels were killed around 
Cukurca as Turkish farces 
pressed ahead with the latest 
camp aign in the north of the 
country, military sources in 
Ankara said. 

The major Turkish newspa- 


per Huniyet reported that 
5,000 Turkish troops moved 
into Iraq to chase down 
rebels, who have rear bases 
inside Iraqi territory. 

Kurdish rebels, frequently 
launch hit-and-run attacks 
from their bases in northern 
Iraq. 

Army units along the Iraqi 
header are authorised to 
attack when they pinpoint 
large groups of rebels. 

Last year, a six-week incur- 
sion involving 35,000 troops 
drew heavy criticism from 
Turkey's western allies and 
was not very successful 
because the rebels got 
advance news of the offen- 
sive. 

Meanwhile, a three-month 
ana-guerrilla camp aign con- 
tinued in Turkey’s southeast 

Twenty guerrillas were 
killed in clashes m.tbq sputb- 
eastera provinces o^Marriin 
and Van on 'Iwiay,"'the 
agency ' said- Tbe cairg^ign 
has claimed the lives of about 
870 rebels and 100 soldiers. 

In Germany, about 200 
Kurds blocked the EBund 
crossing point with Denmark 
far several hours on Saturday 
after German offi cials 
refused to let them enter the 
country, police in the nonh- 
em German dry of Kiel said. 


Ashrawi 
sworn in as 
minister 


Fate of human rights activist depends on court and Arafat 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — The fate of a leading 
Palestinian human rights cam- 
paigner is banging in the balance 
amid a legal battle to save him 
from Gaza Strip military justice 
and questions over when and 
whether Yasser Arafat will inter- 
vene. 

Raji Sourani. the lawyer for 
lyad Sarraj, 53. bead of the Pales- 
tinian Independent Commission 
on Citizens Rights, said the Gaza 
Strip high court of justice, a civil- 
ian court, will hear his petition 
Sunday demanding the imme diate 
release of Dr. Sarraj. 

Dr. Sarraj, a British-trained psy- 
chiatrist. was arrested Sunday for 
the third time in six months, and 
remanded Thursday by a military 
tribunal for 15 days. 


ThC'appeal, and action by Mr. 
Arafat, are all that stand between 
Dr. Sarraj being tried by a tribunal 
of security officers on Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
charges that he assaulted a police- 
man in jail. Dr. Sarraj denies the 
charges and says the policeman 
beat him. 

“These (military) courts are in 
camera, they offer the defendant 
no access to counsel, to his family 
or to the media and the sessions 
are usually held in the middle of 
the night” Mr. Sourani said. 

PNA officials signalled Friday 
that Mr. Arafat has not moved yet 
on calls for the release of Dr. Sar- 
<aj, including one Thursday by 
Palestinian legislative council 
speaker Ahmad Qouriea. 

“For tiie time being this matter 


is all in the hands of the security 
people,” said Nabil Abu Radaina, 
Arafat’s press adviser. 

Fayez Abu Rahme, a Gaza Strip 
attorney with close ties to Arafat 
also urged Friday that Dr. Sarraj 
be freed. “I think he is entitled to 
be released from this case of 
assaulting,” he said. 

“He has a good reputation and is 
respected by so many people ” 

Abu Rahme added. 

Sarraj has been a sharp critic of 
what he termed in a recent letter 
to Arafat “corruption, favouritism 
and torture” under the PNA. 

Dr. Sarraj said in court he 
believes the letter angered Arafat 
and 

set in motion the renewed arrest 

Before the launch of self-rule, 
he blasted Israeli practices during 


the Jewish state's occupation of 
the Gaza Strip. 

The assault charges were 
brought Thursday before a mili- 
tary tribunal, just before a civilian 
court dismissed a request that Dr. 
Sarraj be remanded for two weeks 
for purported possession of 
hashish. 

The military tribunals were 
formed last spring in response to 
Israeli demands for rapid-fire 
panials of Muslim militants. 

Almost all of their sessions have 
been held at short notice behind 
closed doors and they have been 
sharply criticised by Amnesty 
International and other rights 
organisations for denying due 
process of law. 

Dr. Sarraj was also jailed for 
nine days last month after giving 


an interview to the New Yoik 
Times in which he said the PNA 
was “corrupt, dictatorial and 
oppressive”, criticised the self- 
rule agreements with Israel, and 
that he had been much freer to 
voice his views under Israeli mili- 
tary occupation. 

His arrests have prompted wide- 
spread protests by Palestinian and 
Israeli human rights groups and 
appeals for his release from for- 
eign governments. 

Bassem Eid, a Palestinian 
human rights worker for the 
Israeli Betselem human rights 
organisation, called Friday on for- 
eign 

governments to suspend finan- 
cial assistance to the PNA “until 
they improve their human rights 
practices.” 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

15:00 Cartoon — The Mask 

15:30 Mac and MuJlcy 

17:00 Flash news 

17:02 Ordy 

17:15 La Vic Dev am Moi 

17 JO Ouc Lc Mcillar Gagne 

18:00 Magazine — Envovc Special 
19:00 

1996 European Championship. 

20:55 Fresh Prince of Bel-Air 

21:20 

Daily Summary — Japan Week 
21:30 

1996 European Championshships 

22:15 News In English 

22.-25 Second Half 


Angfieu Church Tel. 652826 
AiuieuUii Catholic Chord* Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

St- Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church Tel. 

652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
824328. 

German-apemkfag Evangrikml Cob- 
gregation Td. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 654932 
Church of Nazarene Td. 675691. 
The Evangelical Local Church In 
Amman 

Tel. 81 1295 

Latin CfltfaoUcs Parish Td. 614190 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


PRAYER TIMES 


WEATHER 


03:50 Fair 

05:25 (Sunrise) Duha 

12:36 Dfauhr 

16:16 Asr 

19:47 Maghreb 

21:22 isha 


CHURCHES 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Temperatures are expected to 
rise above average by two degrees 
centigrade with winds northwester- 
ly moderate. In Aqaba, winds will 
be northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 


AMMAN: 

Hanna Mansour 750197 

Dr.AfifShukri 898863 

Dr. Nidal A1 Dahlcb 827195 

Dr. Sa'id Tawfiq 788285 

Fires pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

AJ Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoujh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 


QUID: 

Dr. Mazcn Abu Bakir 276852 

Alquds pharmacy ( — i 


Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PoHit Security Deportment 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787 III 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calk 01Q23O 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Iordan Television 7731 II 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
_ . 815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Right Information .... 08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 06*53200 


Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

At-Ahli. Abdali 664(64/6 

Italian. AFMuhajrccn ... 777101/3 
Al-Bashir.J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army. Murka X9IM |/]5 

Queen Alia Hospital .... 6U224IV5U 

Amul Hospriu! 6H7155 

ZARQA; 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)90115611 

Ihn Sina Hospital (09)986733 

Al Hikraa Modem Hospital .. (09)990990 
The Arab Centre (or Hcan and Special 
Surgery R65IV9 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital (02)275555 

Creek Catholic Hospital (021272275 

Ibn Al Nafco Hospital (02)247tUD 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (113)3141 1 i 


Information on other flights can be 
supplied on phone OS (S27U0I. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights (Terminal 1) 


09 J0 Jeddah (RJ) 

Mfc05 D hah ran. Riyadh (RJ) 

10:10 Dubai. Abu Dhahi (RJ) 

I0J0 Beirut (RJ) 

Hh50 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

I6rik5 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 
I&55 ... Amsterdam. Brussels (RJ) 
18:25 ... Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 

18=50 London (RJ) 

IfcOQ Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

19:25 Istanbul (RJ) 

19:45 Paris. Athens (RJ) 

19:45 Frankfurt (RJ) 


SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swetlfefa, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of Cod Church. Td. 

632785. 

S(. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of (he An on Delation Td. 
637440. 

Do la Salle Church Td. 661757 
Temsattta Chord Td: 622366 
Church of the Annunciation Td. 
623541. 


MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 20/32 

Aqaba 24/38 

Desens 18/36 

Jordan Valley 24/37 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Hiial Al Sayyid 986702 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 


HOSPITALS 


EMERGENCIES 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 32. Aqaba 38, Humidity 
readings: Amman 38 per cent. 
Aqaba 34 per cent. 


Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661111 
Gvil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 


AMMAN: 

Hussdn Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akilch Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas. j. Amman 6361 40 

hlcstinc. Shmcisani 60707] 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information, is supplied by 
Royal Jordanan (RJ) information 
department at the Ouccn Alia In- 
ternational Airport Td. (OS)532tO- 
3. where it should wan be verified. 


2005 

20-J0 


Romc(Rj) 

Tunis (RJ) 

01:10 



Other Flights 


11:00 



12.-0Q 



1*40 

15:05 


Bahrain (GF] 

Ifc30 



20J5 

21:10 


....Cairo (MS) 

22:15 


23:20 



23 JO 


. Athens (O A) 


01:20.... Amsterdam. Beirut (KL) 
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U.N. investigators to visit Mideast 


GENEVA (AFP) — The special UN committee that 
investigates Israeli respect for human rights in the occu- 
pied territories is to visit the Middle East next week, 
though it has been haired from the temtones them- 
selves. The three-member committee will visit Egypt, 
Jordan and Syria during a tour from June 22 to 30, the 
United Nations Information Service said here, adding 
that it had solicited Israeli cooperation several times but 
in vain. The committee’s sources include first-hand 
accounts, Israeli press reports and Arabic publications 
from Israel and the occupied territories. In its last report 
of 27, submitted totheU^. General Assembly last Sep- 
tember, the committee warned that support for the peace 
process in the occupied territories could give way to dis- 
couragement and even despair over lack of progress, 
with negative consequences. The report singled out for 
criticism Israeli curbs on freedom of movenKnL The 
team comprises Hermann Leonard De Silva, Absa 
Claude Diallo, and Abdul Magjd Mohammad, the 
ambassadors to the U.N. of Sri Lanka, Senegal and 
Malaysia respectively. 

Omani leader leaves Egypt 

CAIRO (AFP) — Sultan Qaboos of Oman ended a five- 
day visit here Saturday after talks with Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak on preparations for an Arab sum- 
mit next week in Cairo. The Omani leader also met with 
Arab League Secretary General Esmat Abdul Meguid 
to discuss efforts to overcome differences between Arab 
states, Egyptian officials said. Oman and 20 other Arab 
League members have accepted Mr. Mubarak’s invita- 
tion to attend the June 22-23 summit, the first in six 
years. Only Iraq has not been invited. 


NABLUS (AP) — Hanan 
Ashrawi, an outspoken Pales- 
tinian human rights advocate 
and erstwhile critic of Yasser 
Arafat, was appointed a min- 
ister in his autonomy cabinet 
Friday. 

‘T swear to God I will v/cxk 
for the benefit of my people,” 
said Dr. Ashrawi, smiling as 
she took the oath of office 
with her right hand on a new 
testament 

Mr. Arafat congratulated 
Dr. Ashrawi and shook her 
hand while cabinet members 
broke out in applause. Social 
Affairs Minister Intissar Al 
Wazir, the only other female 
cabinet member, then gave 
her new colleague a kiss. 

DcAshrawi, a 49-year-old 
Christian resident of 

Jerusalem, was among the 
first, , Palestinians to . seek . a 
dialdgiMsf ' 'i^6' '.Israi&l and 
becati£, J ‘fifoirt? 

abroad as tire articulate, com- 
bative spokeswoman for 
Palestinians negotiators in the 
early 1990s. 

In 1992, the former English 
literature professor was side- 
lined by the election of a 
moderate Israeli government 
that dealt directly with Me 
Arafat and the Palestine Lib- 


Arafat to visit China beginning Monday 


BEUING (AFP) — Palestinian President Yasser Arafat 
is to arrive in China on Monday for a state visit, his first 
in nearly three years, the foreign ministry said in an 
announcement carried by Xinhua. Mr. Arafat, who last 
visited in September 1993, is expected to stay for three 
days, according to Palestinian sources. His talks with 
Chinese officials are expected to cover the impact on 
the Arab-Israeli peace process of Israel’s recent election 
of a right-wing prime minister, Benyamin Netanyahu. 


Clinton to meet with Cypriot president 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — A meeting between President 
Bill Clinton and Cyprus President Glafcos Clerides, 
originally scheduled for Tuesday, will instead take place 
Monday, the White House announced. A U.S. official 
said Friday the change was made simply because of 
scheduling problems. Among other things, the two lead- 
ers are expected to discuss how the United States can 
promote a durable peace between the Greek and Turk- 
ish communities in Cyprus. -Ibo 


Malek to head anti-isEunist party 


PARIS (R) — Former Algerian Prime Minister Redha 
Malek, an anti-Islamist hawk, has been elected chief of 
the Republican National Alliance (ANR), party officials 
said on Saturday. The 57-year-old Malek was elected 
at a party congress of 700 delegates which ended on Fri- 
day night. Mr. Malek said in a speech the “uncondi- 
tional eradication of terrorism and the strict implementa- 
tion of the law are the way for building a modem and 
stable Algeria,” the officials said. The ANR, which 
was founded by Mr. Malek, voiced support for President 
Li amine ZerouaTs reform and election plans. It also 

said radical Islamists were Algeria’s most urgent chal- 
lenge. An estimated45,000 people have been killed in 
political violence pitting government forces against 
guerrillas since early 1992, when the army-backed 
authorities cancelled an election the Islamists were set to 
win. Mr. Malek was a member of the five man-presi- 
dency which took power then. He became prime minis- 
ter in 1993 until April 1994. 


Torrential rains kill eight in Yemen 


SANAA (R) — Yemen's heaviest rains in 30 years, 
which started on Friday and were continuing, have killed 
eight people, a security official said on Saturday. “Six 
people were killed in Shabwa govemorate — three 
women, two children and an old man,” the official told 
Reuters. Shabwa is 460 kilometres southeast of 
Sa naa . The official also said the rains swept through 
Marib govemorate, 175 kilometres north of Sanaa, 
killing an old man, and that another man was killed in Al 
Bayda govemorate, 270 kilometres south of Sanaa. 


Royal Wings (RW) 
Flights 


•*5® Aqaba (RW) 

Tel Aviv (RW) 


DEPASTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Rights 
(Terminal 1) 


Royal Wings (RW) 
Rights 

HteflO 

Amman (arriving at Marks Air- 
port from QAIA) (RW) 
Aqaba (RW) 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 


fep-Amm ... 8:00 a.m. every Maxty 

Arr. Damcst 5:00 p.m. every Mowhy 
Dep. Dawes* 730 a.m. c*ay Sunday 
Ait. A mma n .... 5:90 p.m. every SoRty 


Beirut (RJ) 

O* 30 Frankfurt (RJ) 

12 =W Athens. Vienna (RJ) 

Tunis (RJ) 

Romc(RJ) 

12:15 Ankara. Instanbul (RJ) 

12dS Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

21:20 New Delhi (RJ) 

^j 120 Jeddah (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 

22=28 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

Singapore. Jakarta (Rl) 

gS Bangkok (RJ) 

23:45 Sanaa (RJ) 


MARKET PRICES 


Other flights 

London (KJ) 

Beirut. London (BA) 

New Castle (CK) 

Jr™ Santa (1Y) 

J?!® Moscow (SU) 

Ca'ro(MS) 

JfJJ AthcnslOA) 

96500 Istanbul (TK) 


Uppcrflowcr price in fils per kg- 

Apricot 840 / 600 

Apple 700/500 

Banana ftOtWOO 

Banana (Mukaminar) S2GE20 

Banana (imported) 76/V500 

Cabbage 70/50 

Carrot 16CVID0 

Cauliflower 180/130 

Cucumber (large) 100(70 

Cucumber (small) 160 / 1® 

Eggplant 210/ H0 

Garlic 600/400 

Lemon 630/450 

Marrow (large) 150/ l°° 

Marrow small] 240/ 160 

Mulukhiah 160/11° 

Onion (dry) 120 / M 

Okra I20Q/‘W 

Orange 370/300 

Peach 660/450 

Pepper (hoi) 380 / 280 

Pepper (sweet) 440/300 

Potato 26Q/IW 

String Bean 500 / 360 

Tomato 120/70 

Watermelon 100/7° 
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Princess Rania praised the army’s Royal 
Medical Services (RAIS) for promoting 
Jordanian medical services in general and 
plastic and heart surgery in partic ular: 

Deputising for Her Majesty Queen Noor 
A) Hussein, Princess Rank said Jordan had 
achieved major strides in medicine and 
medical services, noting that the linkup 
between Mayo Clinic in the United States 
and the RMS had boosted Jordan’s medical 

potential. 

The one-day symposium was organised 
by the American and Jordanian societies of 
plastic and recon tractive surgery and was 
attended by specialists from around the 
world. 

According to Dr. Gbaith Shbeilat, chair- 
man of the organising committee, the sym- 
posium, which grouped specialists from 
Europe, Africa, the Middle East and the 
United States, aims at updating progress 
achieved by Jordanian specialists in plastic 
surgery. 

Dr. Maghnam Shahatit, president of the 
Jordanian Society of Plastic and Reconstru- 
cdve Surgeons, told the meeti ng that his 
society had 23 members who have con- 
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HRH Princess Rania Al Abdullah 

plastic surgery on Jordanian and non-Jor- 
danian patients. 

The symposium’s chairmen Frank Elliot 
and Yve Dlouz from France were the main 
speakers at the symposium, held at the Al 
Hussein Medical Centre. 
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Society campaigns for 
greater consumer protection 
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in Yemen 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Consumer Protection Soci- 
ety (CPS) plans to submit 
to the government a draft 
legislation that would pro- 
tect consumers and hopes 
to push it throngh the 
required constitutional 
process. Society President 
Mohammad Obeidat said 
Saturday. 

Quoted by the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, Dt 
Obeidat said that the draft 
law aims at ensuring social 
security that would enable 
limited-income - groups, 
which constitute 70 to 80 
per cent of the Jordanian 
public, to obtain basic com- 
modities at very reasonable 
or subsidised prices . 

Singling out wheat as an 
example of basic commodi- 
ties, Dr. Obeidat said that, 
wheat pri£6k~have tfsmf 
sharply on the world mar- 
kets and the prices of local- 
ly-produced bread are 
expected to be hiked 


accordingly. He cautioned 
the government against any 
such hike and suggested 
that the government instead 
reduce expenditure on other 
non-essential commodities. 

According to the Ministry 
of Supply, the sole importer 
of staples such as wheat, 
rice, sugar, barley, yellow 
corn and powdered milk, 
the subsidised bread is sold 
at less than a third of its 
actual cost. 

The average consumption 
of bread per head in Jordan 
is about 115 kilogrammes a 
year, among the highest in 
the world, the Ministry of 
Supply officials say. 

Jordan’s food imports 
bill, mainly for wheat, 
topped S150 million in the 
first three months of 1 996, 
according to the ministry . 

Dr. Obeidat explained 
that the society, which 
spreads awareness among 
the public about the juices 
of various commodities. 


continues to coordinate 
with the public and private 
sectors in an effort to stem 
manipulation of prices, 
profiteering and ensuring 
the quality of various prod- 
ucts . 

According to Dr. Obeidat, 
in the absence of anti-trust 
laws, merchants were set- 
ting prices at will without 
any restrictions. 

He urged the government 
to impose stricter penalties 
to deter violators from acts 
of manipulation and called 
on the authorities to enact 
anti-trust laws as soon as 
possible. Dr. Obeidat said 
that fighting price increases 
is the responsibility of the 
government, which should 
monitor and control prices, 
and the consumers, who 
most refrain from buying 
commodities with unjusti- 
fied price increases and the 
merchants who must abide 
by the prices set by the 
Ministry of Supply. 


Tourism industry training 
school admitting students 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Ammoun Train- 
ing Hotel (ATH), which was leased to the 
Jordanian Tourism Hotel Training Compa- 
ny (JTHTC) earlier this month, will start 
admitting students for the 1996-1997 
scholastic year. Minister of Tourism Saleh 
Irsheidat announced Saturday. 

Speaking during an inspection tour of the 
hotel, Dn Irsheidat said that students from 
private and government schools can join 
the ATH for the right naming to meet the 
market’s needs for qualified personnel. 

The Ministry of Tourism is currently- 
seeking t echnical and financial assistance 
to promote training at the hotel which is 
expected to admit 100 students in the com- 
ing two months, the minister said. 

Ministry sources said France and the 
European Union are expected to extend 
technical and finan cial assistance to the 
ATH, which has recently been leased to the 


JTHTC for 10 years. According to the min- 
ister, die company will pay the government 
five per cent of the institution’s total rev- 
enues at the end of each year, with a one 
year grace period. 

The lease provides for the company to 
introduce new training courses and curricu- 
la approved by the Ministry of Higher Edu- 
cation and for training of Jordanians in 
hotel and tourism industry affairs. 

The JTHTC General Manager Michael 
Nazal outlined the company’s plans for 
upgr adin g training at the hotel and 
explained the programmes for expansion 
and modernisation. 

Minister of Finance Marwan Awad, who 
signed the agreement with the JTHTC, said 
the company was established with a JD 1 
million capital funded by the private and 
public sectors. 
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Crucial education conference begins today 

Results to reform education in 155 countries 


By Hava Hnsseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — One hundred 
and thirty million school- 
age children worldwide are 
currently not attending 
schools while 885 million 
illiterates exist also world- 
wide, die majority of whom 
are women. These are the 
background issues to the 
convening of the Mid- 
Decade Meeting of the 
International Consultative 
Forum on Education for Ail 
in Amman today, according 
to Minister of Education 
M umber Masri, at a press 
briefing yesterday. 

The international meet- 
ing. which will take place 
over a period of four days, 
aims to study the results of 
decisions taken to reform 
basic education in 155 dif- 
ferent countries from south 
and east Asia, the Pacific, 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean. Africa, the Arab 
states as well as some 
industrialised countries. 

This meeting, itself a 
result of the World Confer- 


ence on Education for All 
which took place in Jom- 
tien, Thailand in 1990, will 
examine the experiences 
and progress reports in 
these different nations who 
at the time pledged to 
mobilise efforts to extend 
and develop basic educa- 
tion for all children and 
adults by the year 2000. 

The purpose of this meet- 
ing is to discover what 
these nations have been 
able to fulfil in terms of 
their promises, to bring 
together the experiences of 
successes and obstacles of 
different nations and to plan 
ahead for the future, said 
Victor Ordonez, spokesper- 
son for the Education for 
All (EFA) Forum, at Satur- 
day’s press briefing. 

Decisions taken in the 
Jomtien conference, 

according to a press state- 
ment by ibe EFA, the inter- 
agency progress watchdog, 
included the expansion of 
early childhood education, 
the improvement of learn- 
ing achievement, the reduc- 
tion of the male-female lit- 


eracy gap, the expansion of 
basic education opportuni- 
ties for youths and adults 
and the use of all available 
communication channels to 
promote knowledge, skills 
and values for better living. 

Basic education, also 
according to the press state- 
ment, is seen “not only as a 
human right, but also as a 
prerequisite for the sustain- 
able development of soci- 
eties, whether rich or poor.” 

Dr. Masri outlined the 
Arab World’s particular 
educational woes: Eight 
million school age children 
out of school and a 45 per 
cent illiteracy rate, most of 
which, again, comprising 
women; a dismal statistic 
when compared to the glob- 
al percentage of 25 per cent 
average rate of illiteracy. 

Jordan’s own rate of illit- 
eracy, according to the min- 
ister, is averaged at 12 per 
cent. 

Dr. Ordonez further said 
that education as a subject 
for the media has never 
been “spectacular” but that 
“its importance far exceeds 


other events" in terms of its 
relation to economic devel- 
opment. national security 
and peace. 

“Education is too impor- 
tant to be left just to the 
educators,” he said. 

The Amman Mid-Decade 
Meeting of the EFA Forum, 
convened by the United 
Nations Educational, Scien- 
tific and Cultural Organisa- 
tion | UNESCO). the United 
Nations Development Pro- 
gramme (UNDP), the Unit- 
ed Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) and the World 
Bank, will gather around 
200 leaders and major deci- 
sion-makers from industri- 
alised and developing 
countries, ministers of edu- 
cation. experts, the media, 
representatives of non-gov- 
ernmental organisations, 
multilateral and bilateral 
donors, the private sector 
and international agencies, 
whose recommendations 
and conclusions, according 
to the EFA press statement, 
will be forwarded to heads 
of government around the 
world. 


Many countries, since the 
1990 World Conference on 
Education for All. have 
already “improved school 
enrolment and taken steps 
to boost quality and learn- 
ing outcomes.” according 
to the press release. 

Also according to ofilci.il 
statements, the number of 
children attending primary 
school in developing coun- 
tries jumped by some 50 
million, from 496 million in 
1990 to 545 million in 
1995. 

Colin Power, UNESCO’s 
assistant director- general 
for education said in a press 
release that there was a new 
sense of urgency about 
social development at the 
core of which lies educa- 
tion. 

“Most leaders today agree 
that alleviating poverty, 
protecting the environment 
and reducing the rate of 
population growth cannot 
be achieve J without heavy 
investment in basic educa- 
tion," he said. 


Police raid gambling 
house, arrest three 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
The ami-narcotics unit 
of the Public Security 
Department (PSD) Sat- 
urday announced that 
it apprehended two 
men and a woman sus- 
pected of peddling 
counterfeit gold pieces 
and operating a gam- 
bling house. 

Colonel Nazih Shrei- 
deh, the unit's director 
who made the 
announcement, said 
the arrests followed a 
tip his office had 
received about three 
non-Jordanians who 
rented a home in 
Amman to be used for 
gambling. 

Co. Shreideh said 
that in the course of 
searching the house, 
the police officers 


found that the place 
was indeed used for 
gambling and also 
found 1,478 pieces of 
forged “rashadi” 
(Ottoman) gold, coins 
that were gilded with a 
heavy layer of gold. 

According to Col. 
Shriedeh, the three 
have confessed to 
organising a gambling 
ring and selling the 
forged coins. 

He said in vme earli- 
er similar cases the vic- 
tims were led to believe 
that the coins had been 
part of treasures found 
underground, and 
because trading in such 
treasures is prohibited 
by law the victims 
failed to come forward 
and report the embez- 
zlement to the police. 


Police free hostage, arrest 
suspect; 3 drown over weekend 


By Rana Hussein! 

Special ip the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Police Friday 
arrested a 36-year-old man 
and freed a hostage he had 
held at gunpoint in an 
Amman suburb, police said 
Saturday. 

According to a Public 
Security Department (PSD) 
official, the man, identified 
by officials only as M.J.T., 
was arrested after police 
chased him in Jabal Taj and 
Jabal Ashrafieh. 

“Police units tried to 
apprehend the . man near 
Hittin College, in Jabal 
Ashrafieh while be was rid- 
ing his car, bm. the suspect 
left the vehicle and started 
running.” the police official 
said. 

“After a long foot chase, 
the man entered a house in 
Jabal Taj, took a 19-year- 


old youth hostage, then 
started shooting at police 
officers,” the official said 
adding that no one was hurt 
in the incident. 

According to (he official, 
the man, who was on the 
police wanted list, stoned 
shouting that he would not 
release his hostage “unless 
police left him alone.” 

However, after an hour- 
long siege of the area, the 
police-force raided the 
house, freed the hostage 
and apprehended the man. 

Three drown over 
weekend 

Meanwhile. PSD repons 
said that three people, 
including a child, drowned 
over the weekend. 

In Sawalha near Der Ala, 
Mohammad Saleh, 8, 
drowned while swimming 


in the King Abdullah 
Canal, police reports said. 

In Zamalich area. Civil 
Defence Department 
iCDD) frogmen recovered 
the body of a 27-year-old 
who drowned in the same 
canal. The victim was 
identified as Rassem 
Mohammd. 

In Wadi Arab Dam in 
Irbid, a 23-year-old man 
also drowned” PSD repons 
said. 

According to the report, 
the victim Ahmad Mah- 
moud. who was in a picnic 
with his sister and brother- 
in-law, went for a swim in 
the dam/ 

His brother-in-law, 
Mohammad:!. Musa, told 
police that he saw Mr. Mah- 
moud waving for help “but 
could not rescue him 
because he did not know 
how to swim.’ 
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Davis promises to pump all he’s got for jazz fa! 


By Ann Hallo way 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Chicago and 
New York jazz-great tenor 
saxophonist, and music 
composer, Charles Davis is 
here for the first-ever 
Euro-Arab Jazz Festival 
*96, clamping down the 
bars with his fingers to spe- 
cialties of the likes of Duke 
Ellington, Miles Davis and 
Dizzy Gillespie. Pumping 
“all he’s got” into full- 
blown capacity via his 
mouthpiece, a bluesy flow 
of rhythmus jazz oozes 
from Ins saxophone. 

Anyone who is, or isn’t, 
into jazz will enjoy his 
company and be put in the 
mood. His times range 
from a New York City 
upbeat swing to quiet and 
relaxing romantic jazz. His 
performances make his 
fans gyrate to the rhythms 
and beat. 

Davis* philosophy is that 
be wants people to become 
happy while listening to 
his jazz. “It can bring out 
the best in a person,” he 
says. 

‘Davis was bom in Mis- 
sissippi and was raised in 
Chicago, where be gradu- 
ated from Du Sable High 
School. He then studied at 
the Chicago School of 
Music and was a private 
student of John Hausen. 
Davis’ career started in the 
mid-50s in Chicago, play- 
ing in the bands of Billie 
Holiday, Sun Ra and Dinah 
Washington. He moved to 
New York in the late 50s 
and worked with Kenny 
Dorham with whom he had 
a musical association that 
lasted many years. He says 
the saxophone was his 
childhood favourite. 

In the 1960s he per- 
formed and recorded with 
the likes ofBvin Jones and 
Jimmy Garrison, Ronnie 
Mathews, Illinois Jacquet. 
Fredie Hubbard, Ahmad 
Jamal, and worked with 


Blue Mitchell, Eiskine 
Hawkins and John 
Coltrance. In 1964 be won 
Downbeat Magazine’s 
International Jazz Critics 
Poll for the baritone saxo- 
phone. 

He performed in the 
musical workshop produc- 
tion of "The Philosophy of 
the Spiritual — A Masque 
of the Blade,” under the 
direction of Willie Jones 
and the auspices of Nadi 
Qamar. He taught at PS 
179 in Brooklyn and 
worked with Donald Byrd 
in a summer se minar at 
North Caroline College. 
He performed in the 
movie, “The Man with Per- 
fect Timing" with Abdul- 
lah Ibrahim, and in 1984 he 
was named a “BMI Jazz 
Pioneer.” 

He produced work for 
George Benson and was 
musical librarian of Spike 
Lee’s “Mo Better Blues” in 
the 90s. Charles Davis' 
compositions include: 
“Reflections, Soper 80, 
Dedicated to Tadd, and 
Ingia.” Other instruments 
he plays indude the flute, 
clarinet, and various saxo- 
phones. 

You can listen to your all- 
time jazz and blues 
favourites like Angelica 
from the album “Duke 
Meets Coltrane", All 
Blues, composed by Miles 
Davis, from the album 
“Kind of Blue”, Summer- 
time from Porgie & Bess 
by George Gershwin, and 
Autumn Leaves. 

Charles Davis can be 
heard nightly at The Cellar, 
of the Al Qasr Hotel 
through Tuesday. June 18. 
along with local musicians 
under his auspices: 
Nameer David, percussion, 
Tavilan Sako, piano, Ben 
Eman uel, bass guitar and 
Bassam Said, guitar. 

Recently Davis was a 
guest at The Ahliyyah 
School for Girls, where a 
plaque of the school crest 



Charles Davis performing at the Cellar 


with his name engraved in 
Arabic was bestowed him. 

' His first visit to Jordan, 
Davis enjoys the country’s 
historical sites and is 
thrilled that he's “walking 
in the tracks of kings and 
wisemen.” His advice to 


Jordanian youth: “Stay in 
school, study and learn. If 
you're into music, practise 
and study your music, and 
listen to the advice of your 
parents." 

Other jazz performances 
can be heard at the Roman 


Amphitheatre and iris.: ..!•.* 
popular artists: Tete M or.- 
toliu. Rollin' Phones, 
MacPherson Quintet, 
Nathalie Loners Trio. 
Grazer Saxophone Quin re:, 
and Faculty X & Guest, a 
local jazz band. 
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Dole moves up fast 


on Clinton in new poll 


WASHINGTON (R) — A new public opinion poll Friday 
showed President Bill Clinton’s lead over prospective 
Republican presidential candidate Bob Dole down signifi- 
cantly in a month, to six percentage points. 

The CNN/Time magazine poll gave Democrat Clinton the 
support of 49 per cent of respondents and Sen. Dole 43 per 
cent. A month ago Mr. Clinton led 56 to 34 per cent The 
poll had a margin of error of plus or minus 3.5 per cent. 

The poll was the first to be taken since Sen. Dole resigned 
his Senate seat Tuesday. It might also reflect the effect of 
the Whitewater case and the latest White House’s improp- 
erly gathering of more than 400 personal FBI files, includ- 
ing those of some prominent Republicans. 

Sen. Dole also appeared to have benefited from his call 
for a clause to be added to the Republican anti-abortion 
platform stating tolerance for party members who support 
abortion rights. The poll showed wide support for Sen. 
Dole’s stance. 

This survey was the first in several months to show Mr. 
Clinton leading by less than 10 percentage points. Unless or 
until its findings are duplicated in other polls, it may be 
regarded with some caution. Other recent polls have shown 
Mr. Clinton’s lead at a steady 15 to 20 percentage points. 

The survey showed Mr. Clinton’s approval rating still at a 
healthy 50 per cent, but six points lower than a month ago. 

Sen. Dole, campaigning in Alabama and Georgia, reacted 
cautiously to the results. 

“Obviously when the polls look good you’re happier, they 
look bad, you're not happy. But my view is that polls are 
polls. I don’t know what it means. I assume we got a little 
bump out of leaving the Senate but I can only do that once,” 
he told reporters aboard his plane. 

But Republican Party Chairman Haley Barbour said the 
poll showed Sen. Dole’s campaign was beginning to catch 
fire. 

“The American people are responding enthusiastically 
because they are beginning to hear the Republican message 
as we engage in advertising and as Bob Dole travels the 
country as a full-time candidate,” he said. 

“The American people are also rightly disgusted with a 
White House that spawns a new ethical or legal controver- 
sy practically every day,” Mr. Barbour said. 

A Clinton campaign official, who asked not to be named, 
said internal polling by Mr. Clinton’s pollsters did not show 
the race tightening. 

“This doesn’t track anything we see. There’s been no real 


movement over the past couple of months. This looks like 
a statistical freak,” the official said. 

Meanwhile Sen. Dole said Friday he had asked retired 
Gen. Colin Powell to campaign with him but did not 
believe Gen. Powell was interested in being his vice presi- 
dential nominee. 

On the third day of his eight-state campaign swing cele- 
brating his resignation from the Senate to seek the presi- 
dency full-time. Sen. Dole again tore into President Clinton 
over White House handling of FBI files on Republicans 
who had worked in previous administration. 

A Fox News poll to be released Sunday of 900 likely vot- 
ers put Mr. Clinton’s lead at 42 per cent to 32 per cent for 
Sen. Dole, but when Gen. Powell was listed as Sen. Dole's 
vice presidential nominee, it was a 43-43 tie between Mr. 
Clinton and Sen. Dole. 

Gen. Powell has repeatedly ruled out seeking office this 
year but speculation about his being coaxed onto the 
Republican ticket with Sen. Dole has increased with reports 
that Gen. Powell was travelling with former President 
George Bush. Gen. Powell served as Mr. Bush’s chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and they remain close. 

“I’d like to have him here right here today and every- 
where 1 go,” Sen. Dole told reporters in Birmingham, 
Alabama “I’ve asked him if he'd be willing to travel with 
me and things of that kind and he's going to let me know 
when he comes back” 

But be called it “just a rumour” that Mr. Bush was trying 
to talk Gen. Powell into the No. 2 spot on the Republican 
ticket and said he had heard that Mr. Bush and Gen. Powell 
were “going fishing together for a few days." 

In Savannah, Sen. Dole told reporters that having Gen. 
Powell campaign for him would serve as an energising 
force to rally his battle to unseat Mr: Clinton. 

On the flight to Winston-Salem, Sen. Dole said he had no 
list of vice presidential possibilities but he would start 
working on that soon. 

He said he did not believe Gen. Powell, with whom he 
talked last week, wanted to run for office this year. 

“I think he’s made his decision — no elective office in 
1996. We didn’t get into specifics. I’m sure he thought 
about all of this before he decided not to run for president,” 
Sen. Dole said. 

“He's a great American, I’m very proud he's a 
Republican. But I don’t think he has any real interest in 
being on the ticket in ’96.” 


FBI inquiry criticises White 


House on background reports 


WASHINGTON (R) — An FBI inquiry 
sharply criticised the Clinton White House 
for improperly obtaining more than 400 
sensitive background files in a serious inva- 
of privacy, 'FBI 'Director Louis Freeh 
■'•Sffld Friday. 1 ’ 0 ^ 1 - -■ 

Mr. Free h, an nouncing die results of a 
' ^vfeek-long "FBT'probe into the escalating 
controversy, said it found “egregious viola- 
tions of privacy^ had occurred. He also said 
more files were involved over a longer peri- 
od of time than previously reported. 

Saying the FBI had failed to safeguard die 
files adequately against “negligent or inten- 
tional misuse,” be ordered it to adopt imme- 
diately sweeping reforms aimed at prevent- 
ing future abuses. 

“The prior system of providing files to the 
White House relied on good faith and hon- 
our. Unfortunately, the FBI and I were vic- 
timised. I promise the American people that 
it will not happen again on my watch,” he 
said in a statement. 

The White House also moved quickly, 
announcing that all background checks had 
to be approved by the person concerned. 

Mr. Freeh said the FBI determined that 
the White House had requested and 
received 408 files “without justification” in 
1993 and 1994. It had been known previ- 
ously that the White House obtained confi- 
dential FBI files on about 330 people, 
including a number of prominent 
Republicans from earlier administrations. 

President Bill Clinton Wednesday said he 
would never condone the compiling of an 
“enemies list” and he was sorry the White 
House had obtained the files. 

But Republicans, including presidential 
candidate Bob Dole, compared the incident 
to tbe infamous “enemies list” gathered by 
President Richard Nixon’s White House in 
the early 1970s. 

“I hope they don’t have mine down 
there,” Sen. Dole told a rally in Savannah, 
Georgia. “Who knows what this White 
House will do? How far will they go? ... It’s 
not enough, Mr. President, to give us an 
apology. We need an investigation.” 

Of the improperly obtained files, Mr. 
Preeh said the White House voluntarily sur- 
rendered 333 on June 6 and another on June 
10 . 

After a further query from the FBI, it 
returned 71 more Thursday and one was 
sent to the Whitewater special prosecutor's 
office. Mr. Freeh did not account for two 
other files. 

He said the status of an additional 17 
White House file requests has yet to be 
determined. He said the results of the FBI 
inquiry were being given to Whitewater 
special prosecutor Kenneth Starr, who is 
investigating the White House Travel 
Office affair and other matters. 

The controversy about the files surfaced 
after Republican Representative William 
Ginger disclosed last week the White 
House had requested the file of former 
Travel Office Director Billy Dale seven 
months after his firing. 

Mr. Freeh said foe inquiry determined foe 
White House had been “Unquestionably 
unjustified” in requesting the files on Mr. 
Dale and Baroaby Brasseux, another fired 
Travel Office employee. 

He said the former system of providing 
background files to foe While House dated 
back to Mr. Nixon and Lyndon Johnson and 
for decades there appeared to be compli- 
ance with foe law. But the system was vul- 


nerable to abuse and Mr. Freeh took some 
of foe blame. 

“As FBI director since September of 
1993, 1 am responsible for foe FBI prob-. 
Jems and shortcomings since then ' and I;, 
folly accept tbht’ tes^hsflfltity. I was“not J 
" vigilant enough,” he said. , . 

Among the steps' adopfi5£ r White House”’ 
officials now most use a detailed new 
request form and must certify the file is 
being sought for official purposes. 

Mr. Freeh said the inquiry, conducted by 
FBI General Counsel Howard Shapiro, was 
limited to Fbi employees. Because of Mr. 
Starr’s investigation, Mr. Shapiro could not 
question White House employees about the 
files. 

Meanwhile President Clinton, in a thinly- 
veiled verbal swipe at Republican chal- 
lenger Sen. Dole Saturday, accused politi- 
cians of parroting foe tobacco company line 
in questioning whether smoking was 
always addictive. 

Mr. Clinton, in his weekly radio address, 
also took aim at liquor companies, urging 
them to honour their voluntary ban on 
broadcast advertising. 

The president never mentioned Sen. Dole 
by name, but clearly was referring to foe 
former senator's remark this week that he 
did not believe tobacco was addictive for all 
who used it. 

Likewise, Mr. Clinton did not name 
Seagram's when he criticised “a major 
company” for foe decision to break with 
tradition and air televison ads for whiskey. 
But he urged foe firm to “pull those ads.” 

On foe smoking issue, foe president 
seized upon Sen. Dole's comments to a 
sympathetic audience in the tobacco-grow- 
ing state of Kentucky. 

In attacking the efforts of the Food and 
Drag Administration to regulate nicotine as 
a drag, Sen. Dole said: “For some people, 
smoking is addictive others, they can take it 
or leave it. I hope children never start” 

Mr. Clinton ridiculed the idea that ciga- 
rettes were not necesarily addictive, citing 
foe decade-old conclusion to foe contrary of 
Surgeon General Everett Koop. He also 
noted that Dr. Koop held his post under 
Republican President Ronald Reagan. 

“So when political leaders parrot the 
tobacco company line, say cigarettes are 
not necessarily addictive, and oppose our 
efforts to keep tobacco away from our chil- 
dren, they continue to cater to powerful 
interests, but they’re not standing up for 
parents and children,” Mr. Oimon said. 

The president’s reelection campaign 
Friday released a two-page fact sheet listing 
$368 350 that Sen. Dole had accepted from 
tobacco interests over foe past 16 years, 
either for his various political campaigns or 
his political action 

committees. 

“Apparently when it comes to Dole’s 
policies, you get what you pay for," scoffed 
campaign press secretary Joe Lockhart 

Sen. Dole later rejected the criticism, say- 
ing there was nothing wrong with accepting 
legal contributions from tobacco compa- 
nies. 

Mr. Ginton’s attacks on tobacco have 
become a common theme of recent cam- 
paign speeches. In an appearance this week 
In Glendale. California, be said his admin- 
istration was foe first to ask foe tobacco 
industry to accept regulation of advertising 
aimed at children. 




Search for 
Kashmir 
hostages 
to resume 
* if leads 


emerge 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — A 
joint communique by four 
Western countries Saturday 
said an extensive search for 
four kidnapped tourists in 
Kashmir had failed but 
would be resumed if fur- 
ther leads emerged. 

‘The Kashmir authorities 
have been conducting an 
extensive search of foe area 
around Magamrakh village 
to try and verify foe credi- 
bility of a report that (foe 
hostages) might have been 
killed and buried in the 
area,” it said. 

“After 10 days of concen- 
trated effort foe searchers 
have found nothing to con- 
firm or contradict foe sug- 
gestion that foe hostages 
ought be dead,” said foe 
statement from the govern- 
ments of Britain, Germany, 
Norway and foe United 
States. 

“The search has been 
brought to a halt for foe 
time being. It will be re- 
sumed if further informa- 


tion comes our way to re- 
fine our understanding of 
what happened to the hos- 
tages.” 

Indian troops aided by 
law enforcement agents 
from Britain, Germany and 
tbe United States launched 
the search earlier this 
month in Magamrakh, 
some 70 kilometres south 
of the state winter capital 
Srinagar. 

The agents also used two 
Alsatian sniffer dogs flown 
in from Germany. 

The search followed a 
confession by an arrested 
Muslim militant that foe 
tourists — Britons Paul 
Wells and Keith Mangan, 
German Dirk Hasert and 
Amereican Donald Hut- 
chings — who had been 
separately abducted by the 
A1 Faran rebel group in 
July, were killed in Ma- 
gamrakh on Dec. 19 and 
buried. 

A fifth hostage, Norwe- 
gian Hans-Christian Ostro, 
was beheaded by the A1 
Faran in the first week of 
August. 

Tlie joint statement 
appealed for information 
about foe hostages. 



Russian President Boris Yeltsin kisses the hand of ballet dancer Galina Stepanenko 
after she was presented with the title People’s Artist of the Russian Federation dur- 
ing a ceremony at the Kremlin Saturday. Mr. Yeltsin handed out a number of deco- 
rations to a group of military and civilian personnel for various achievements (Reuter 
photo) 


Low turnout and violence 
mark voting in Chechenya 


GROZNY, Russia (R) — Voting in 
Chechenya for Russian president and a 
regional parliament was marked by low 
turnout and several violent incidents on foe 
second of three days of balloting Saturday, 
local officials said. 

Rebel Chechen forces who have been 
fighting an 18-month-long war for indepen- 
dence from Russia had vowed to block foe 
voting, which they view as illegal. 

“I have to admit there have been a lot of 
problems with foe voting,” Yakob Sabirov, 
foe deputy chief of foe Chechen Election 
Commission, told Reuters Saturday. 

“Fewer people came to the polls Friday 
than we expected, partly because foe 
Russian media reported several days ago 
that elections in Chechenya had been can- 
celled. We’ve also bad some incidents 
which frightened people.” 

Mr. Sabirov, who a few days ago predict- 
ed 50 per cent of the Chechen electorate 
would vote, admitted he now had his 
doubts. 

“We are worried about tbe turnout. The 
Russian press didn’t help and there have 
been threats and shooting incidents near - 
polling stations which have put foariuto foe. . 
people,” he said. . , , 

“We hope people-' will continue to -vote" 
today and tomorrow in every area except 
around Vedeno, where the separatists are 
preventing it” 

Anecdotal reports gathered by reporters 
and aid workers indicated that voting was 
light or non-existent in many areas of 
Chechenya where foe rebels are active. 

Chechen authorities reported a bomb 
exploded at the Motherland Collective 
Farm on foe outskirts of Grozny late Friday 
in an incident they linked to foe elections. 

ITAR-TASS news agency said a police- 
man was killed Friday evening when his car 
was blown up. 

Rebel rocket and small arms attacks were 
reported in tbe vicinity of some polling sta- 
tions Friday, but foe pro-Moscow Chechen 
government provided few details. 

“A group of Chechen women opposed to 
elections entered a polling station in 
Chernorechie (in Grozny) Saturday morn- 
ing and stole the ballot boxes," Ml Sabirov 


said. 

A 55-year-old ethnic Russian school- 
teacher named Salko who voted in the cen- 
tre of Grozny Saturday said afterwards she 
didn’t know much about foe parliamentary 
candidates but had cast her presidential bal- 
lot for Boris Yeltsin. 

“He’s put out a lot of propaganda in foe 
last few months which I think has been pos- 
itive on foe issue of Chechenya," she said. 
“He's made a lot of promises and it would 
be very ugly of him not to keep them.” 

Armed guards and a table of pro- Yeltsin 
literature greeted Ms. Salko as she entered 
the polling station, along with a sign which 
read: “Vote or lose” — a slogan used by foe 
Yeltsin camp. 

Chechen authorities bad information 
Saturday from only six of 22 voting dis- 
tricts across Chechenya, due to what they 
said were poor telephone lines. 

The highest turnout reported was in Urus- 
Martan, south of Grozny, where 26 per cent 
of the electorate voted Friday. 

Urus-Martan has steered a neutral course 
between the rebels and the Russian army 
and been sparedtthe*«helling*and, bombing 
which destroyed many towns and villages nf 
..and much of Groroyt . • . . • • l 

One district in Grozny reported a 13 per 
cent voter turnout Friday but another had 
only eight per cent 

Officials need a huge vote in Grozny and 
places like Urus-Martan if they are to meet 
foe 50 per cent target for Chechenya which 
Mr. Sabirov has set as foe threshold for 
legitimacy. 

Many Chechens are boycotting the elec- 
tion as rebel leaders are demanding. Others 
seem to have given up on foe political 
process altogether. 

Musa Ihrvemiyev, 67, waited in his 
bombed-out barber shop Saturday morning, 
hoping a few customers would show up. 

“My life’s not great My house burned 
down in the fighting and I’m just waiting 
for foe next disaster to strike " he said. 

T’ve been a hairdresser since Stalin’s 
time. I’ve always been a hairdresser and I 
always wilL My opinion is it doesn’t matter 
much who is in power. The important thin g 
is not to have any more war." 


At least 60 die as south 
India braces for cyclone 


HYDERABAD, India (R) — India’s south- 
eastern coast braced for foe frill force of a 
powerful tropical cyclone Saturday after 
torrential rains whipped up by the storm 
killed at least 60 people. 

The cyclone, swirling in foe Bay of 
Bengal, was heading towards foe state of 
Andhra Pradesh where at least 30 people 
have died in heavy rains with winds of up to 
100 kilometres an hour. 

Meteorological experts said foe storm was 
expected to strike foe south-eastern coast 
between Machilipamam and Visakbapat- 
nam towns by Saturday evening. 

Strong waves, at least a metre higher than 
normal, were likely to inundate foe low- 
lying areas of foe southern part of Andhra 
Pradesh which is home to nearly 25 million 
people, mostly poor farmers and fishermen. 

The area, across the subcontinent from 
Bombay, is prone to cyclones. 

Some 10,000 people died in 1977 when 
tidal waves swept 12 kilometres inland. In 
1990, nearly 1,000 were killed when a 
cyclone with winds of up to 250 kilometres 
struck foe coast 

Among foe 33 people killed in Andhra 
Pradesh so far, 20 were .from Madanapaliy 
district They were missing Friday night but 
foe Press Trust of India said they had been 
washed away. 

Seven more people in foe state died when 
lightning struck them. 

Despite the deaths weather experts said 
the latest cyclone might not be as devastat- 
ing as foe killer storms of foe pasL 

“It is merely a rain storm, not a wind 
storm," P.V. Rama Rao, director of the 
Meteorological Centre in Andhra Pradesh’s 
capital Hyderabad, told Reuters. 

“It has very low potential to cause any 
extensive damage or devastation.” Mr. 
Rama Rao said. “It may only cause heavy 


downpours rather than any destruction.” 

Mr. Rama Rao said foe 1977 and 1990 
cyclones both had wind speeds topping 200 
kilometres an hour, while the current storm 
■had winds of 80 to 100 kilometres an hour. 

“It is an ordinary cyclone, not at all com- 
parable to the ones that hit the Andhra coast 
in the past such as in 1977 or 1990,” he 
said. 

After foe 1977 cyclone, authorities built 
some 500 underground shelters along the 
coast 

On Saturday officials began evacuating 
residents of low-lying coastal districts to 
foe shelters. They said thousands might be 
moved from their homes. Local authorities 
were ordered to place sandbags along vul- 
nerable coastal embankments. 

Police teams armed with medical supplies 
and rafts were pressed into service. 

On Friday a three-storey house in 
Bangalore, capital of Karnataka state, buck- 
led under the downpour, crushing to death 
10 people including two children and injur- 
ing 12 others. 

Another seven died when a house col- 
lapsed under foe weight of a fallen tree near 
Ambah town m foe central state of Madhya 
Pradesh, news agencies said. 

Police officials in the southern city of 
Madras said 22 people were killed in Tamil 
Nadu state. A family of three including a 
three-year-old girl were electrocuted when 
they touched a live wire in Madras, which 
had 35 centimetres of rain, its most ever on 
a single day since 1991 . 

Meteorological officials in Madras said 
Tamil Nadu was out of danger with the 
cyclone moving north towaids Andhra 
rradesn. 


taSS™ ! s T i “ s “ d m S hts suspended 
in Madras for foe last two days wereiimp- 

mg back to normality Saturday. ^ 


Moi orders 
clean-up of Kenya 
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NAIROBI (AFP) Jt h sL ' 1 
Kenyan President Daniel 
Arap Moi has ordered a 
general clean-up of Kenya, 
particularly foe capital 
Nairobi, to enable it regain 
its past glory. Speaking at 
Nairobi's Jomo Kenyatta 
Airport Friday after return- 
ing from Istanbul, Turkey, 
where he attended tbe UX 
Habitat II conference, Mr. 

Arap Moi directed that all 
national youth service 
trucks be mobilised to col- 
lect piling garbage in tbe 
capital from Monday and 
told foe city’s mayor John 
King’ori to ensure the 
trucks had fuel. At the 
same time, Mr. Arap Moi 
appointed with immediate 
effect a retired army colo- 
nel, Franklin Roosevelt 
Nziga, former kenyan 
defence attache in Britain, 
to spearhead the clean-up 
exercise in Nairobi. Mr. 

Arap Moi warned that Nai- 
robi ran the risk of being 
afflicted by epidemics such 
plague and cholera if 
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urgent measures to clear^ 
the ever-mounting garbage ’’ 
in foe city were not taken. 

“I am determined to see 
that Nairobi regain its past 
glorv,” foe official Kenya 
News Agency (KNA) quot- 
ed Mr. Arap Moi os saying, 
adding that as a gateway to 
the country, the city should 
shine to reflect Kenya as it 
should be. 
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France’s Condom 
puts name to work 
in museum 


TOULOUSE. France (R) 
— Weary of lame jokes by 
foreign tourists, tbe small 
town of Condom in south- 
west France put its name to 
work and unveiled plans 
for a museum of male con- ^ 
traceptives Friday. “We** 
have decided to channel 
this amusement, which is 
occasionally in bad taste, 
into an educational and sci- 
entific project," said the 
town’s mayor and pharma- 
cist Gerard Dubrac. “This 
rim use um also offers a tre- 
k^ndous tourist opportuni- 
ty.” The town of 8,000 has 
for years endured the snig- 
gers of tourists who turn up 
to have their photographs 
taken in front of the town's 
road signs — which are 
also sometimes pilfered. 
Historians say the origins 
of the town's name are 
obscure. One theory is that 
it dates from Roman times 
when it was called either 
Condate Dum (hilltop) or 
Condominium (Shared pro- 
perty). France’s education,-); 
cultural and defence min- 
istries as well as an interna- 
tional scientific and med- 
ical research committee 
have pledged support for 
tbe museum, which is due 
to open by foe year 2000. 
Some 1,300 items have al- 
ready been tracked down 
for exhibition. Besides ori- 
ginal products, foe museum 
will show bow condoms 
were made and sold, and 
include documents show- 
ing tbe positions adopted 
by the Roman Catholic 
Church oq contraception. 




r.lVA 


V f 


;r. Vs.’> 




•241'!’ M* 






Butterflies in mass 
migration 
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LYON, France (AFP) — 
An estimated one mini on 
bright orange butterflies^ 
are making a massive and 
exceptional migration from 
foe Mediterranean basin to 
northern Europe, experts 
said. The “belle dame” in- 
sects have been observed in 
huge numbers through 
France for the last week, 
said Jacques Pierre, head of 
butterfly studies at the 
Paris Natural History Mu- 
seum. The butterflies -— 
scientific name Vanessa 
Cardui, and with a wing- 
span of 4-5 centimetres 
(nearly two indies) — are 
heading for countries inc- 
luding Belgium, Denmark 
and Norway. The insects 
live for about eight or nine 
months. They die after lay* 
in S eggs in northern Eu- 
rope. Their offspring make 
the return journey and die 
around the Mediterranean* 

It is unclear why they am 
currently migrating in sucb^ 
large numbers. Unusual 
weather conditions around 
the Mediterranean . may 
have Jed to a larger than 
average exodus. They fly 
in small groups at about 50 
kmh, and can cover nearly 
1,000 kilometres a day. 
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abitat meeting concludes 
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Continned from page 12 
i But the emphasis placed 
— tiaji od local initiatives rather 

Wace w e ^.%tthan action driven by 
national governments 
0,1 °n th e c sparked concern among 
iar| os of uL e ^developing countries that 
e cv ontua]i|- ,Ur 6'die level of funding to 
he mea ns v* S: combat urban woes in the 

extremis^ i poorer parts of the world 
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ence’s legacy — two doc- 
uments on urban 
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issues 

known as the Istanbul dec- 
laration and the Habitat 
Agenda — would be a 
framework far action 
rafter than merely pieces 


of paper. 

“We should not leave 
these two documents on 
some library shelf to gather 
dost, “Turkish President 
Suleiman Demird said in 
closing marks read on his 
behalf. 

The Habitat II plan of 
action calls for everyone to 
have equal access to credit 
for shelter and natural 
resources. It says city 
dwellers should have 
access to health care and 
sufficient food and water 
and education and urges 
special attention to groups 
such as women and the dis- 
abled. 

Reproductive rights were 
also referred to in the agen- 
da, but with many reserva- 
tions placed on it by the 
Vatican, Catholic and Mus- 
lim countries. 


Syria massed troops — report 

(Continued from page 1) 
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rts they were intended for 
iyrian President Hafez AI 
Assad. 

Last week the British daily 
Financial Times, quoting 
senior Arab political sources, 
said Mr. Assad, who has a 
orld summer home in Latakia. 
is only one of iji was the tar 8 et of a bomb 

^ attack in Damascus. 


Diplomatic sources told AI 
Hayat that Syrian security 
forces arrested SO members 
of the small ethnic Turkman 
community, mainly in Lata- 
kia, following the blasts. 

The daily, quoting obser- 
vers, said Syrian authorities 
blamed Turkey for the blasts, 
describing them as “messages 
to show that Turkish intelli- 
gence services are capable of 
upsetting Syria's security.** 
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Syria has refused to com- 
4^nent on these developments 
i-MV. led lo ,t “because it does not wish to 
open a front m the north 
(with Turkey) that would di- 
vert its attention from the 
battle for peace with Israel.” 
a diplomat said. 

Diplomats noted, howev- 
er-, that Syria could retaliate 
for [?se fw*c by, giving.. the U PKK a ffgg 
: be expected band to carryout crdgj 
, of fragmeaz ***** attackS *% 
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AI. Hayar. quoting well- 
informed sources, said sever- 
al thousand PKK militants 
move freely between Turkey. 
Lebanon. Syria and Iran. 

"Officials in Damascus see 
that the aim of these blasts is 
to weaken Syria's political 
position in the face of 
attempts to force Syria to 
offer Israel compromises.” 
the daily said. 

During a mini-summit ear- 
lier this month with Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
and Saudi Crown Prince 
Abdullah. President Assad 
referred to “the Turkish 
threats to his country and the 
use by Israeli planes of Tur- 
kish airports to spy on Syria.” 
it said. 

At the conclusion of the 
summit a joint statement by 
the three leaders urged Tur- 
key to “reconsider” a milit- 
ary cooperation agreement 
struck with Israel in Febru- 
ary. 

Syria and other Arab coun- 
tries have reacted angrily to 
the accord which provides for 
training of Israeli air force 
pilots at Turkish bases. 

Damascus and Ankara are 
also at - odds over Turkish 
plans to dam the River Eup- 
hrates. 


‘Netanyahu avoiding contacts’ 

(Continued from page 1) 
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the European Union if Mr. 
Netanyahu refuses to resume 
the negotiations. 

Israel and the Palestinians 
are due to resume talks on a 
final peace settlement, which 
opened briefly in May before 


.uuidlsd. ^eing suspended until after 
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May 29 general elections. 

Mr. Arafat stressed that 
the existing autonomy agree- 
ments were signed by the 
Palestinian Authority “and 
the Israeli government not 
the Labour Party alone," and 
that Mr. Netanyahu's new 
right-wing government 
~ rCIHK 5 bould respect its commit- 
ments. 

“These accords with Israel 
are international accords and 
the world must assume its 
responsibilities,” he said. 

He said he was in constant 
contact with Damascus and 
“I will not hesitate to go 
there when the opportunity 
arises." 

Despite President Hafez 
AI Assad's distrust of Mr. 
Arafat and his annoyance at 
the Palestinians for breaking 
Arab ranks to sign treaties 
with Israel. Mr. Arafat said 
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he expects to meet the Syrian 
leader soon "so life can go 
back to normal.” 

Syria’s negotiations with 
Israel have been stalled for 
several months and, with Mr. 
Netanyahu saying he wifi not 
relinquish the Golan Heights 
seized from Syria in 1967. 
there is no sign of an early 
resumption of talks. 

The newspaper said Mr. 
Arafat admitted that mili- 
tants — “the Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad headache" — 
continue to be a problem. 
The militants oppose the self- 
rule accord he signed with 
Israel in 1993. 

He said foreign countries. 
Iran in particular, “continue 
to interfere in our internal 
affairs.” 

He lauded next week’s 
Arab summit in Cairo to * 
reunite Arab ranks. 

Mr. Arafat also denied any 
involvement in the Israeli 
election process, rejecting 
suggestions that Arab Israelis 
were asked to vote for Shi- 
mon Peres, the Labour Party _ 
leader who lost the pre- 
miership to Mr. Netanyahu. 
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Netanyahu in coalition scramble 

(Continued from page I) 
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recently for greater scope for 
army intervention in Israel's 
northern neighbour, where 

the Jewish state occupies a 
border "security zone.” 

Mr. Netanyahu's 

government is likely to be 
as hardline in policies as it 
is in make-up. 

The government 

programme, which may be 
published on Sunday, will 
champion the concept of 
"greater Israel" while still 
pledging to pursue ihc peace 


a* 1 * (fi'l*- V process with its Arab 

niiJ'V’ , ,,*■ *• . t- neighbours, aides said. 

Israeli newspapers said 
that the policy 
has been 
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Friday 
document 
toughened from earlier drafts 
under pressure from the 
National Religious Party, a 
far- right orthodox 


movement with nine seats in 
parliament and which will 
get [wo cabinet posts. 

The programme call for 
expanding Jewish settlement 
activity and opposes the 

creation of a Palestinian 
state, a return of Palestinian 
refugees to the West Bank 
and any division of 
Jerusalem. 

It says the government 
will insist on the Jordan 
River as its eastern border 
and refuse to dismantle any 
Jewish settlements during 
talks on a final peace 
settlement with the 
Palestinians, which opened 
briefly in May before being 
suspended until after the 
elections. 

The policy guidelines also 
rule out a return of the Golan 
Heights to Syria, the key 
■demand of Damascus in 
exchange for peace. 



Vegetables from air may ease Singapore land woes 


By Abdul Jafil Hamid 

Reuter 

SINGAPORE — "Try this. 
This is very fresh,” Lee 
Sing Kong urges a visitor 
as he takes a bite of some 
newly-harvested butter- 
head lettuce from a green- 
house. 

Thanks to aeroponics, the 
science of growing plants 
with roots suspended in 
mid-air, this lettuce and 
other temperate and sub- 
tropical crops can now be 
grown commercially in 
tropical Singapore. 

“My wife says it was 
very fresh. She's the 
gourmet chef, so she would 
know. I only grow the veg- 
etables," said Mr. Lee, who 
has experimented with the 
farming method for five 
years. 

The aeropotric system, 
which needs no soil, conld 
be the answer for the 
increasingly urbanised 
island state’s search for 
high-yield crop production. 

"It is not high-tech or 
low-tech that counts, rather 
the right tech," Mr. Lee 
said. 

‘In Singapore, aeropon- 
ics has its advantages sim- 
ply because of the low 
water capital and its poten- 
tial of utilising an other- 
wise non-cultivable land 
for cultivation” he said. 

Both water and land are 
scarce commodities in Sin- 
gapore. and aeroponics 
uses less water than hydro- 
ponics, where plants grow 
in water instead of soil. 

Singapore imports most 
of its vegetables and water. 
The island country of three 
million people consumes 
370.000 tonnes of vegeta- 
bles worth Singapore"dol- 
lars 260 minion (SI 85.7 
million) a year, according 
to the Primary Production 
Department (PPD). 

Because land is limited, 
only 10 per cent of the veg- 
etable supply is produced 


locally at traditional and 
hydroponics farms. 

More than 10 years ago, 
there were 10,000 hectares 
of farmland in Singapore. 
Today, there are about 
2.000 hectares. 

The government, pushing 
to increase local produc- 
tion to meet at least 20 per 
cent of the demand, has 
earmarked aeroponics as a 
means to help reach the tar- 
get 

“Aeroponics provides us 
the means to produce high- 
value, temperate climate 
vegetables at reasonable 
cost that was not possible 
in our warm tropical cli- 
mate previously," PPD 
Director Ngiam Tong Tau 
said recently. 

“Instead of importing 
high-value vegetables such 
as lettuces, capsicums, 
tomatoes and asparagus 
from temperate countries, 
we can grow them locally,” 
he said. 

Singapore's first aero- 
ponics farm, costing Singa- 
pore dollars 10 million, is 
set to yield its first harvest 
in June. Production at the 
5.6-hectare farm, which 
uses the technology devel- 
oped by the Mr. Lee, is 
expected to hit 120 tonnes 
by early 1997. 

Aeroponics is not new 
and there have been exper- 
iments with it in Israel and 
the United States, but Mr. 
Lee says it is best suited to 
Singapore, where land and 
water are scarce. 

“Growing plants in the 
air is not new. It was done 
several years on an experi- 
mental basis... In the u.S. 
and Israel. But to develop 
that into a technology for 
large scale production, 
especially in the tropics, 1 
think there’s none," Mr. 
Lee said. 

The aeroponics system 
Mr. Lee has developed 
involves planting crops in 
troughs made of poly- 
styrene foam with their 



Lee Sing Kong exhibits the lettuces he grows with the aeroponics technique t Reuter photo) 


roots beneath an insulating 
cover. 

Nutrient solution is sup- 
plied to the roots in a mist 
form within the. troughs 
through a pump activated 
by a light sensor. The fre- 
quency of the nutrient 
spray is regulated by light 
density. 

How long does it take a 
plant to grow? 

“Depending chi the crop, 
for example dresser let- 
tuce, it can be harvested on 
the system (in) 25-30 days. 

Mr. Lee said that “under 
normal conditions it cannot 


grow in the hot tropics, but 
we have adapted the aero- 
ponics system to create an 
environment to fool the 
plants as though they are in 
the indigenous cool envi- 
ronment.” 

“How do I do it? I think 
that is somewhat a trade 
secret,” he said. 

“We grow them faster 
down here. In the temper- 
ate climate, the crop cycle 
for iceberg lettuce from 
seed to harvest is 1 00 days. 
On this system, it takes me 
45 to 50 days,” Mr. Lee 
said. 


The greenhouse that Mr. 
Lee built to cultivate his 
crops comes without air- 
conditioning or special 
lighting. 

“This is the marvel of it. 
In the past, when you 
talked about growing tem- 
perate plants in tropical 
countries, you were talking 
about creating a temperate 
house.” Mr. Lee said. 

“An aercrponic system is 
practical simply because 
we found a way that we 
don’t need to cool the area 
environment. All we need 


to do is to modify the root 
zone, modify the" environ- 
ment within the trough 
itself. 

"When you insulate uwr 
trough, the le.it g;iir. is 
much lower. : ‘hat’s wlr i! 
makes the system cost 
effective. Furthermore, you 
can grow 365 days a year." 

Looking to the future, lee 
said he is experimenting 
with growing strawberries 
and thinking of other crops 
like herbs. There is also the 
potential of taking the 
farming method to other 
countries in the region. 


Bosnia 

elections 

Continued from page 12 

“We will be looking to 
President Milosevic to help 
ensure that these things are 
achieved in the weeks to 
come." 

Embargo to be lifted 

The U.N. Security Coun- 
cil is expected to announce. 
formally the total lifting of 
the aims embargo against 
the former Yugoslavia on 
Tuesday, Western diplo- 
mats said Saturday. 

The diplomats told AFP 
the meeting would take 
place to review a report 
from U.N, Secretary Gen- 
eral Boutros Ghali who is 
to transmit a letter from the 
Swiss govemmen, which 
currently chairs the OSCE. 

The lifting -of the embar- 
go is automatic once cer- 
tain conditions are met, and 
the diplomats noted that the 
move would follow Fri- 
day’s disarmament agree- 
ment signed in Florence. 

The deal restricts the 
number of heavy weapons 
allowed in Bosnia-Herze- 
govina, Croatia and federal 
Yugoslavia (Serbia and 
Montenegro), 


Jordan seeks ‘strategic* partnership with US. 


. . 


c , ; 


Continued from page 1 


the - effects of such support 
are not limited to that coun- 
try alone, but to the region.” 
In reply to a question, the 
minister revealed that Jor- 
dan asked this week in the 
talks here for additional 
U.S. economic assistance 
so as to “jump start” the 
country’s economy, which 
he admitted is facing diffi- 
culties. He said Jordan will 
need somewhere between 
S200 to $300 million to do 
that, an amount he 
described as “peanuts.” 

He explained: “Innovative 
thinking needs to be devel- 
oped in terms of assistance 
given to countries in the 
region where the criteria 
applied is not bilateral 
assistance as such, but 
rather the impact of such 
assistance, bilateral or 
regional, on achieving a 
regional vision of peace.” 
Dr. Muasher said Jordan 
is undergoing “a very suc- 
cessful economic restruc- 
m ring -pro gramme” aimed 
at sustainable development 
and globalisation through 
“export oriented growth, 
foreign investment, and pri- 


vatisation. 

But the minister pointed 
out that Jordanian expecta- 
tions of “immediate eco- 
nomic improvement” as a 
result of the peace treaty 
“have already been largely 
dampened.” 

He said Jordanians are 
still awaiting the imple- 
mentation of projects 
“worth hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars — money 
that Jordan does not have 
and has difficulty obtain- 
ing." Even agreements with 
Israel on the division of 
water resources from the 
Jordan and Yarmouk rivers 
have yet to be felt, he said. 

Instead, he pointed out, 
the ongoing restructuring 
programme has meant an 
increase in the price of 
energy and water. Here, he 
cautioned that “the toler- 
ance level among Jordani- 
ans today is much lower 
than it was in 1 990" after a 
“devastating” economic cri- 
sis led to the devaluation of 
the dinar in half and a ensu- 
ing restructuring pro- 
gramme was interrupted by 
the Gulf crisis. 


"An economic setback 
could spell disaster not just 
for Jordan,” he warned, 
“but also for its model of 
peace." 

On the other hand, the 
minister revealed that Jor- 
dan is due shortly to enter 
into “a memorandum of 
understanding” with an 
unnamed American linn to 
build a $2,250 rniFion oil 
refinery in Aqaba — “the 
largest foreign investment 
ever” in Jordan. 

In support of his proposal 
for "a new concept of eco- 
nomic security for the 
region," Dr. Muasher cited 
the case of Germany and 
Israel when the two coun- 
tries agreed in the 1950's 
on gradually diverting war 
reparations paid to Israel to 
finance development pro- 
jects. 

“This is a perfect, if iron- 
ic, example,” Dr. Muasher 
continued, “of how sustain- 
ing the security of Israel, 
and the region as a whole, 
entails a diversion of some 
funds given to it the past to 
countries like Jordan and 
the Palestinians.” 

Dr. Muasher complained 


that Jordan has not been 
able to export any goods to 
the Palestinian areas of the 
West Bank and Gaza 
because the Jewish state is 
reluctant to give up this 
"captive market” worth 
over $1,600 million a year. 

In reply to a question on 
the upcoming Arab summit 

conference, the minister 
said that Jordan's approach 
is that the conference 

should come up with a 
“positive” communique 
that would invite Israel to 
resume the negotiations on 
the basis agreed upon by all 
parties — (U.N. resolu- 
tions) 242, 338, 425 and 
land for peace” — and 
stressing the need for the 
resumption of negotiations 
on all tracks. 

“We feel that the wheel 
cannot be rolled back,” he 
stressed. 

In reply to another ques- 
tion about any signals he 
expects from the new 
Israeli government. Dr. 
Muasher said it was 
“imperative” that the eco- 
nomic and political situa- 


tion in the \Vc*i Bank be 
addressed immediately. 
“We cannot leave the West 
Bank situation without any 
political or economic 
improvement." 

Another, he continued, 
would be on the question of 
the settlements. He s;iid if 
Israel were to start a new 
settlement in the West Bank 
this would be "disastrous 
with far reaching implica- 
tions." He did not elaborate. 

He said he was not wor- 
ried about issues such as 
Hebron or the Orient House 
in Jerusalem which serves 
as a contact place for the 
Palestine Liberation Organ- 
isation with foreign diplo- 
mats coming or residing in 
the Holy City. These are 
manageable issues, he 
maintained. The real issues 
are settlements, negotia- 
tions over the final status 
and Jerusalem. 

Dr. Muasher also said that 
relations between Jordan 
and Saudi Arabia are “back 
to track.” and all agreements 
between the two countries 
pnor to the Gulf war have 
been reactivated 


U.N. teams lift Iraq vigil 


voted a resolution Wednes- 
day calling on Iraq to give 
immediate access to the UN- 
SC OM inspectors. 

Under U.N. resolutions. 
Iraq must dismantle prog- 
rammes for weapons of mass 
destruction and agree to 
long-term monitoring before 
crippling economic sanctions 
imposed after its invasion of 
Kuwait can be lifted. 

U.N. officials declined all 
comment on the pullback. 
They said all questions 
should be referred to Mr. 
Ekeus. 

Iraq's government-run 
newspapers blasted UN- 
SCOM and Mr. Ekeus, but 
they made no mention of the 
Security Council demand. 

Baghdad says the inspec- 
tors include U.N. army offic- 
ers who seek to spy on Iraq's 
military. 

The U.N. believes that 
Iraq has not yet complied 
with Security Council resolu- 
tions ordering it destroy all its 


(Continued from page 1) 

long-range missiles and halt 
its nuclear, biological and 
chemical weapons program- 
mes along with the means of 
producing them. 

Iraq must comply with 
these demands, pay war repa- 
rations and account for some 
600 people missing since the 
1990-9! Gulf crisis before 
crippling economic sanctions 
imposed on it for invading 
Kuwait in 1990 can be lifted. 

There have been similar 
standoffs since the . special 
commission began its work in 
1991. Iraq always backed 
down at the end. 

On Friday. Mr. Aziz 
offered to allow inspections 
of the targeted sites but not 
before the United Nations 
first showed why it suspects 
that certain sites contain 
illegal weapons or docu- 
ments. 

Mr. Aziz said he would 
personally escort Mr. Ekeus 
and three experts to sensitive 
sites mentioned in the list. He 


offered to allow the five 
permanent council members 
and the president of the 
council to join in the inspec- 
tions. 

Friday's resolution firmly 
rejected those conditions. 

Iraq’s AI Jumhouriya 

newspaper said Saturday that 

Mr. Ekeus and his commis- 
sion were deliberately de- 
laying the lifting of sanction:, 
by not cooperating with Iraq 
and accused them of heeding 
what it called false British 
and U.S. reports on Iraq's 
weapons programmes. 

"Mr. Ekeus always 
avoided showing his data to 
permament members be- 
cause he knows beforehand 
that they are lies and rhat 
they are politically moti- 
vated." Al Jumhoum.. -.no. 

Other Iraqi newspapers 
made similar charges against 
Mr. Ekeus and his commis- 
sion and praised Mr. Aziz's 
proposal to end the latest 
standoff. 


Summit seeks to end rifts 


(Con tin ued from page 1) 

The paper also said that 
Syria needed Israel's coop- 
eration to achieve peace in 
the Middle East, but warned 
(hat Damascus would never 
drop its demand for the re- 
turn of the Israeli-held Golan 
Heights. 

"Syria, from the very be- 
ginning. has been showing 
the best cooperation with all 
regional and international 
efforts to make the peace 
process a success.” said Syria 
Times. 

"But Syria cannot alone 
make peace. She (Syria) 
needs Israeli cooperation." 
said the English-language 
daily. 

Mr. Netanyahu, leader of 
the right-wing Likud Party, 
has said he would not give 
hack to Syria the Golan 
Heights, occupied by Israel 
for nearly 30 years. 

He has. however, hinted at 
u possibly softer approach to 
the issue and publicly reas- 
sured Israel's Arab neigh- 


bours that he was committed 
to achieving peace in the 
Middle East'. 

Saturday's Syria Times 
editorial said it hoped that 
Mr. Netanyahu would take a 
“positive” stand for peace 
but Cautioned the Israeli 
prime minister-elect that 
Syria would never sign a 
peace treaty that does not 
give it back the strategic 
Heights. 

"Syria won't bow to any 
pressure and her rights are 
not subject to any bargain- 
ing." said the newspaper. 

Syrian- Israeli peace talks 
have been deadlocked for 
four years over Syria's de- 
mand of a full Israeli with- 
drawal from the strategic 
Golan. Under the outgoing 
Labour government led by 
Shimon Peres. Israel wanted 
to see the scope of future ties 
before repealing the extent of 
any withdrawal. 

Sudan-Egvpt talks 

Sudanese Foreign Minister 
Ali Osman Mohammad Taha 


will meet his Egyptian coun- 
terpart Ann Muvj in Cairo 
on Sunday, an official said. 

"Mr. Tabu is expected in 
Cairo on Sunday to discuss 
his country's p.iriicip.uion in 
the Arab summit. He will 
have meetings with Mr. Musa 
and Arab League Secretary 
General Esmai Abdul 
Meeuid. ' the official said. 

He refused to indicate 
what would he discussed at 
ihe meeting, but added that 

Egypt was involved in "inten- 
sive talks with several coun- 
tries” to smooth out tensions 
between Arab countries. 

Mr. Mubarak said Monday 
Egypt would "rise above” its 
differences with Sudan for 
the sake of Arab unity. 

Relations between Egypt 
and Sudan have soured since 
a failed assassination bid 
against Mr. Mubarak in 
Addis Ababa in June 1995. 

Cairo has accused the gov- 
ernment in Khartoum of 
being involved in ihe attack. 

Mr. Mubarak last met his 
Sudanese counterpart Omara 
AI Beshir at a June 1993 
summit of the Organisation 
of African Unity in Cairo. 
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Unfair practice 

THE SENTENCE of a 29-year-old man convicted 
of murdering his 28-year-old sister was recently 
reduced from 15 years to seven and a half years 
imprisonment on the grounds that the convict's 
family agreed to drop charges against him. 
Commutation of sentences is a common practice 
in our court system and is in accordance with 
existing laws when the aggrieved family of the 
victim drops personal charges and claims against 
the perpetrator of the crime. Obviously the court 
which decided to cut the punishment to half in 
the case of the brother who killed his sister acted 
within the confines of the law and there is nothing 
that anybody can object to under the circumst- 
ances of existing criminal legislation. What is 
objectionable therefore is the law itself which 
allows for the personal pardon of families of 
victims to have a bearing on the outcome of 
criminal cases. 

It is common practice worldwide that public 
interest is the overriding factor in the investiga- 
tion, prosecution and punishment for crimes 
whether they are committed within the family or 
outside of it. Under international norms, victims 
of crimes are not goods and chattels of their 
families whose rights can be dispensed with at the 
discretion of their immediate famili es. We there- 
fore cannot comprehend how in these contempor- 
ary times, the punishment that is normally meted 
out on a c rimin al can be reduced to half merely 
because the “family” derides to forgive and 
forget This anomaly in our criminal jurispru- 
dence has- got to end and the sooner the better. 

What adds insult to injury are the other 
particularities of the case in question. It turned 
out that the convict had acted on false informa- 
tion provided by other members of his family 
who accused the victim of illicit sexual relations 
and claimed to have tape recordings to back up 
their allegations. While these very accusations 
which have set the stage for the commission of a 
crime against an innocent woman turned out to 
be unfounded, no action whatsoever was taken 
by the state against the false accusers. It strikes 
us as important to “punish” all those who make 
false accusations and assist in setting the stage for 
the commission of crimes by bringing them to 
justice so that the phenomenon may terminate 
one day soon. So many innocent lives are spent 
because many of us go around leaking false 
information on sexual relations between people 
with malice and aforethought uppermost on our 
minds. We have got to end this traditional gossip 
and the commission of “crimes of honour” by 
adopting new social and legal guidelines on the 
subject of crime and punishment. We call on our 
Parliament to act on this urgent subject before 
more innocent lives are expended on the altar of 
the infamous crimes of honour. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE COMING summit meeting in Cairo will not fright- 
en Israel nor will it force the new leaders of the Jewish 
state to change their stand, and the Arab leaders will 
most probably dwell on the peace process and announce 
their commitment to a durable peace, said a writer for A1 
Ra’i daily Saturday. Israel will not be affected by an 
Arab summit decision to freeze Arab countries' normal- 
isation process with Israel or to maintain the Arab boy- 
cott of Israel, said Fahed A1 Fanek. He said Jordan and 
Egypt have taken a clear and firm decision that they are 
committed to the strategy of peace and will not go back 
on its path. Therefore, Israel's only concern is a revival 
of the intifada, starting from Hebron, and suicide bomb- 
ings inside Israel, as well as continued Hizbollah resis- 
tance activity on Israel's northern border, added the 
writer. Furthermore, Israel will remain concerned about 
Washington's stand and the pressure which could be 
exercised on it by the United States which is sponsoring 
the peace process and will also be concerned over the 
prospect of hostile European countries' stand should the 
Likud-led government show intransigence as to the 
implementation of the peace accord, said to the writer. 

A WRITER for A1 Ra’i daily hailed the Saudi-Jordanian 
agreement to expand the trade and economic relations 
between them as opening a vast avenue for future coop- 
eration in all fields. Sultan A1 Hattab said that the agree- 
ment, which the two sides concluded Thursday, wili not 
only erase any lingering elements that marred tbe broth- 
erly relations between Riyadh and Amman following 
foe Gulf crisis, it will also pave the ground for a new 
r 'undation of strong ties based on mutal respect Saudi 
Arabia does not serve only as a market for Jordanian 
products which will be exempted from restrictions and 
customs barriers it rather serves as the Kingdom's 
strategic depth and is a supporter of Jordan's endeavours 
to QUain development and achieve a comprehensive 
peace in the Middle East, according to the writer. He 
said Saudi Arabia wields great influence in the Gulf 
region and its accords with Jordan will no doubt have a 
positive impact on Jordanian-Gulf countries at large. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


4 Peace is a strategic option; Israel is only one of them 


AT THE conference “Jordan economy in its regional and 
international framework” organised on May 26-29, 1996, 
by the New Jordan Centre for Studies in cooperation with 
Friedrich Eibert Foundation, a paper was presented by 
Ibrahim Badran tackling “Jordan’s economy in the future 
of the Middle East." 

The author of that paper is an authority on the subject of 
economy under peace. He is an economist, an energy 
expert, a researcher, and acted as coordinator of tbe peace 
process in the Jordanian team to peace negotiations. We 
have therefore every right to expect a clear picture of the 
present situation of the Jordanian economy and the 
prospects of its future. 

However, Dr. Badran presented ia his paper some facts 
and impressions which left the audience', including 
myself, rather confused, perhaps because tbe subject is too 
complicated to be covered fully in a short paper. 

The introduction of the paper was about the weakness, 
crisis, and set-back of the Jordanian economy in the peri- 
od 1985-1991. That state of affairs was presented as a 
background for the peace process, as; if the author were 
suggesting that Jordan was pushed to accept peace as a 
way out of its economic difficulties. If peace were only a 
response to an economic crisis, one might be justified to 
think that the Jordanian economy was intentionally led to 
the crisis to facilitate its involvement in the peace process 
and put down tbe expected resistance. This fits perfectly 
the conspiracy theory. 

The researcher pointed out the reasons behind tbe eco- 
nomic set-back, including tbe first Gulf war (1980-1988.) 
and the Lebanese civil strife (1975-1991). I believe that 
the Jordanian economy was on tbe benefiting side from 
both wars. 

He also stated that the Jordanian government was oblig- 
ed to devalue the dinar by around 50 per cent in 1988. The 
fact is that tbe government was strongly against devalua- 
tion. However, tbe devaluation finally imposed itself by 


sheer market forces when the Central Bank closed its for- 
eign exchange window in mid-October 1988 after using 
the last dollar in its treasury in defence of the overvalued 
dinar. 

The researcher, being a government official, was not in 
a position to mention the factors behind the economic cri- 
sis of 1988/1989, such as mismanagement of tbe national 
economy for 15 years, from 1973 to 1988, the indulgence 
in internal and external borrowing beyond tbe capacity of 
the country to service, and, of course, corruption. 

In his paper, Dr. Badran ventured to use grand tides, 
which are very difficult to justify in a short paper, such as: 
‘The overall political dimension of peace era,” “The over- 
all administrative dimension of peace era,” “the regional 
chang es etc. Under each of these titles, he presented his 
ideas, sometimes in the form of facts and figures, and 
sometimes in the form of impressions or value judgements 
on what should happen. 

In man y instances, the author embarked on certain asser- 
tions which he took for granted although they are contro- 
versial. He stated that: “The new Middle East, which all 
parties try hard to build, is an economic, social, cultural 
and human structure” ..etc. In reality, the new Middle East 
is not more than a dream, a baby of Shimon Peres alone. 
Tbe Arab side was not impressed, and the project is not 
taken seriously even in Israel itself, and was not before 
and after tbe defeat of tbe dreamer. 

In this respect and after 17 years since the signing of the 
Egyptian- Israeli peace treaty and two years of Joidanian- 
Israeli peace treaty, it is high time we cease to think that 
peace or putting an end to the state of war will alter the 
political map of the region and radically change tbe life of 
its people. 

The Arab-Israeli conflict was by and large a conflict on 
paper, 99 per cent of the time. Likewise, the Arab-Israeli 
peace is also a peace on paper. It did not end a war that did 
not exist, and hardly changed anything on the ground. We, 


in Jordan, do not feel there is anything substantially new 
in our daily Eves resulting from the peace we achieved 

with Israel, at least not yet . * 

Finally, I would like to dwell a little bit on thecore of Dl 
B adran's paper under tbe title: “Scenarios of ita ton* 
The author suggests three alreroanve evenni^ines. The 
first is the scenario of extremism: he means both foe 
Islamic extremism and the Zionist extremism and vio- 
lence. The second is foe scenario of hegemony, whereby 
Israel would impose economic control ^^e iKMono- 
my is ten times larger than both the Jordanian ami Pales- 
tinian economies combined. In this respect, the author 
treated the size and the strength or competihveness of a 
national economy as if they were foe same. The third is 
scenario of equality, where foe mutual respect and fair 

dealings are the rules of foe game. 

It is only natural for the weak party to choose the sce- 
nario of equality. The author did not fail to do so. The 
problem is that real and practical factors impose them- 
selves. If Israel has the means to impose its hegemony 
over others, it will not refrain from doing so out of good 
neighbourly behaviour. If it is able to act violently and 
practise its extremism and get away with it, no one can 
convince its leaders to moderate their behaviour. 

Under such circumstances, it is not in our best interest to 
call for a “New Middle East” which could not be expect- 
ed UDder Israeli-imposed leadership or, for that matter, 
contemplate foe form of a Benelux which is deprived of 
equality and condemned to hegemony, especially when we 
have another option, namely the Mediterranean partner- 
ship with tbe Europeans. ... ... 

Peace is a strategic option. Our national interest lies in 
peace. Peace means normal relations with Israel. U is not 
necessary that our peace with Israel develop into a love 
affair and marriage relationship. In this world there are 
man y countries to interact with. Israel is only one of them. 


Great expectations of the same kind 


By Dr. Samir Mutawi 


JUDGING BY objective 
criteria, efforts to regener- 
ate common Arab hopes, 
based on the recently 
announced call for an Arab 
su mmi t, to be held in Cairo 
on June 21, may turn out to 
be a futile exercise. 

It is ironic that only the 
election into office of Likud 
Prime Minister-elect 
Benyamin Netanyahu, 
viewed by those Arab lead- 
ers meeting in Damascus 
last week as a dangerous 
development, warranted a 
prompt and. ’Urgent call for 
the summit ’■ 

What seemed to be a call 
out of context only days 
before is particularly rele- 
vant at foe present moment 
when Arab attention is 
turned to the prospects and 
potential of joint Arab 
action which could become 
an attainable objective once 
again. 

Thanks to tbe Israeli elec- 
torate and tbe ominous new 
reality of a Likud-led gov- 
ernment in Israel, six years 
of inter-Arab fighting and 
political fragmentation, fol- 
lowing what came to be 
known as “Gulf-war two”, 
for all intents and purposes 
should now be over. The 


mere indication of a possi- 
ble return to tbe s ummi t 
concept as a method of 
uniting the Arabs against 
their “common enemy” 
caused a great deal of unre- 
alistic euphoria at the Arab 
street level. 

Indeed, while this mani- 
festation of Arab solidarity 
seems to attract so much 
attention and enthusiasm 
from the common man, 
many public opinion lead- 
ers express cautious scepti- 
cism. 

Why euphoria at one end 
of the social spectrum and 
scepticism at the other? It is 
a truly pressing question 
requiring an answer that 
goes beyond foe superficial 
statements filling newspa- 
per pages every morning. 
Not that Arab summitry is 
seen, even by Arab masses, 
as a cure for all ills or as a 
waste of Arab leaders' time 
by tbe sceptics. 

Having served as a proper 
and institutional expression 
of Arab order for nearly 
three decades, summitry is 
no longer perceived by 
many as the practical vehi- 
cle for joint Arab action. 
The sceptics significantly 
invite us to consider the two 
main political orientations 
to be debated by Arab hard- 


liners, on the one hand, and 
Arab moderates backed by 
those who would not care, 
less on the other. 

Jordan, Egypt, the Pales- 
tine National Authority, 
representing the Palestinian 
people, and probably some 
Gulf states will support 
moderation and calls to 
give the newly elected 
Israeli leader time and foe 
benefit of the doubt until 
they become realistically 
aware of his government's 
policy programme. 

.The peace, .process, 
according to the leaders of 
those states, is worth every 
effort to make it work and 
succeed. Damascus, on the 
other hand, according to 
news headlines quoting 
authoritative Syrian media 
organs, would like the sum- 
mit to adopt a tough stand 
vis-^-vis Israeli banttiners 
led by Netanyahu. 

With tough intransigent 
election slogans on tbe part 
of Netanyahu, his Likud 
Party and other fanatical 
national religious parties, 
all representing potential 
new cabinet coalition part- 
ners, Syria’s call and politi- 
cal platform may be consid- 
ered as appropriate and 
timely at this truly historic 
juncture. 


The uncompromising 
“nos" preached by the 
Israeli right well before foe 
election campaign began 
with regard to such vital 
issues as the establishment 
of a Palestinian state, 
Jerusalem, Israeli settle- 
ment in the West Bank, 
withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights etc., deserve a 
tough, unyielding Arab 
position. 

Having shown the world, 
the American sponsor and 
other major powers, such as ( 
the Europeans, for exam- 
pie, that Arab adherence to 
peace cannot & 5 «dpyb{eti, . 
we are now unable to 
retreat from our earlier 
commitments, no matter 
how high the stakes are at 
present. To do so, even by 
way of making noise in 
media columns, would pro- 
vide Israeli international 
media sympathisers with 
tbe excuse to turn tbe table 
on all the good will we have 
generated or positive 
results we have achieved. 

We know of course, and 
the Israelis also know, that 
Syrian leaders oppose 
every aspect of what Jordan 
and the PLO have achieved 
in terms of peace accords or 
agreements with Israel. 
These achievements, never- 


theless, have to be viewed 
in historical perspective 
and their potential contribu- 
tion to the ultimate objec- 
tive of comprehensive 
peace rather than fiitile 
opposition to rhetorical 
platforms. This, it must be 
stressed, in no way means 
submission to ideological 
phenomena or rigid politi- 
cal style of any Israeli 
party. 

A respected Jordanian 
peace partner, as perceived 
by most Israelis,, including, 
and especially, a Likud-led 
government, may avail its 
good. offices. ,and be wel 7 ; 
corned in this capacity. 
Gear indications to recog- 
nising this newly emerging 
factor are now being made 
by foe Palestinian and 
Egyptian leaderships, for 
example, and are truly wel- 
comed by Jordan. An Arab 
recognition and utilisation 
of the same will go a long 
way towards preempting 
Israeli intransigence and 
inflexibility. 

Forty six years of conflict 
and humiliating wars that 
ended in defeat, or near- 
defeat in 1973, should be 
enough to convince us that 
diplomacy, if well con- 
ceived and supported by the 
Arab Nation, could achieve 


what might otherwise seem 
unachievable as the case 
may look now. 

Naturally, prediction is 
highly undesirable at this 
point in time, but sceptics 
are bound to make a cynical 
attempt. Considering tbe.* 
two opposing political 
stands expected to surface 
in tbe forthcoming Arab 
summit, expectations might 
even be blown to pieces by 
stubborn and unrealistic 
political demands. 

There is little reastin to; 
fflpc for the best as diS; 
dhhnot be expected wifo 1 # 
tustory of fragmentation 
and name-calling previous 
allies. Nevertheless, and to 
avoid taking a pessimistic 
view of joint-Arab action, 
let us hope for tbe best 


Dr. Mutawi is working as a 
media consultant in Amman 
and London. He worked as 
a media advisor at the 
Royal Court and also as 
producer with the BBC 
Radio and Television. He is 
the author of the book “Jor- 
dan in the 1967 war". He 
contributed this article to 
the Jordan Times. 
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In Russia, bombs could also decide election’s outcome 
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By G wynne Dyer 

“I AM SURE it was done 
to stop foe election going 
ahead.... It is directed 
against the president and 
me,” said Moscow's 
mayor Yuri Luzhkov after 
a bomb exploded on foe 
Moscow metro on June 11. 
But be did not look very 
surprised. 

Luzhkov’s brilliant feat 
of deduction narrows the 
list of suspects down to the 
Communists, tbe national- 
ists, the Chechens, other 
national minorities, dis- 
gruntled elements of the 
military — and, of course. 
President Boris Yeltsin’s 
own people acting as 
agents provocateurs- Say 
15 or 20 million people 
with both foe motive and 
the opportunity. 

It has been clear for some 
time that the Russian pres- 
idential election was vul- 
nerable to the same manip- 
ulation by terrorism that 
recently turned tbe tide in 
the Israeli election. And as 
incumbent Boris Yeltsin, 
written off six months ago 
as too til and too drunk to 
try again, has steadily 
closed the gap with his 
chief rival. Communist 
candidate Gennady 
Zyuganov, the likelihood 
of bombs has grown. 

That does not mean that 
the Communists are 
behind it. Indeed, at this 
point they probably are 
not, if only because they 
have a healthy disrespect 


for Russian opinion polls 
and suspect that their man 
will lead Mr. Yeltsin hand- 
ily in tbe first round of vot- 
ing Sunday. (Russians’ fear 
of tbe authorities make 
them tell opinion pollsters 
what they think the gov- 
ernment wants to hear, so 
Yeltsin’s apparent lead 
may be illusory). 

This first round of voting 
does not matter much any- 
way. Yeltsin and Zyuganov 
are bound to emerge as tbe 
two leading candidates 
who go through to the run- 
off election in mid-July, 
but neither is close to win- 
ning an absolute majority 
that would obviate the 
need for a second round. 

h is not even clear that it 
would be to Yeltsin’s 
advantage to emerge as the 
leader in this round. He 
might actually attract more 
votes from the candidates 
who will be eliminated this 
time if he looks like an 
underdog, for his whole 
campaign is built on run- 
ning against the Commu- 
nist menace. He is so pro- 
foundly unpopular that few 
people outside his immedi- 
ate family would vote for 
him if he were not seen as 
the best chance of stopping 
the Communists. 

So what are the bombs 
meant to accomplish? Not 
just the bomb on the metro, 
but foe other bomb that 
injured Yuri Luzhkov’s 
running mate in the 
Moscow mayoral election, 
Valery Shantsev, on June 


7, and foe five remote-con- 
trolled bombs that were 
detonated in tbe path of tbe 
convoy carrying Chechen 
rebels home from peace 
negotiations in southern 
Russia, injuring seven peo- 
ple, on June 11? 

Back to first principles. 
Russia is a democracy, and 
with any luck it will 
remain one. But almost all 


fined trade regardless of 
petty details like which 
ideology or doctrine hap- 
pens to be in force when 
they reach maturity. 

Many of Russia's ex- 
Communists are now sin- 
cere democrats. Many oth- 
ers, like Boris Yeltsin, are 
insincere ones who defer 
to the popular demand for 
democracy — which is 


“ Yeltsin might actually attract 
more votes from the candidates 
who wiU be eliminated this time if 
he looks like an underdog, for his 
whole campaign is built on run- 
ning against the Communist men- 
ace.” 


its leading politicians, or 
all parties, are ex-Commu- 

nisis. 

What else would one 
expect after 75 years of 
Communist-monopolised 
politics in Russia? Politics, 
like the law, foe military 
and organised religion, is a 
trade that attracts certain 
personality types, and 
most of the same people 
will end up in their predes- 


quite real, despite all the 
disillusionment with the 
past decade of bungled 
economic reforms. But all 
these men (for they are 
overwhelmingly male) 
have been raised in the 
utterly amoral tradition of 
Communisr tactics. In 
Marxism, foe end has 
always justified the means. 

So Yeltsin’s people might 
have planted the bombs, 


with or without his knowl- 
edge, because they believe 
that a heightened sense of 
insecurity will drive peo- 
ple to vote for tire status 
quo. The ultra-nationalists, 
anti-Semitic, right-wing 
crazies might have planted 
them, in foe belief that 
uncertainty will create a 
demand for a strong man 
like Vladimir Zhirinovsky. 

People in Zyuganov's 
entourage might have set 
tbe bombs, thinking that a 
sense of chaos and danger 
would increase their man’s 
electoral chances. Dissi- 
dent Chechen rebels, 
opposed to new leader 
Zelim Yandarbiyev’s 
unconvincing “people set- 
tlement” with Mr. Yeltsin, 
could have done it. Or any 
combination of foe above, 
or none of the above. Rus- 
sia is a democracy, but 
most of its leaders are not 
democrats and neither are 
many of their followers. 

Cain foe bombers swing 
the election against 
Yeltsin, the incumbent and 
expected victor in Russia, 
as they did against Peres in 
Israel? Not unless they cre- 
ate more honor 59 people 
were killed in Israel, as 
opposed to only four so far 
in Russia (which has 30 
times tbe population). And 
not unless they do it when 
it really counts, within a 
couple of weeks of the run- 
off election next month. 
But they presumably 
understand those basic 
facts. 


This past week’s bombs 
do not matter much 
(except to the victims). But • m 

a week from now we will Jt 

be heading into the real y 

election, which will deter- ~ 

mine who rules Russia 
(still the world’s second- 
greatest military power, if ? 

much diminished) for tbe ^ 

next half-decade. And then ^ 

foe bombs will really mat- Jl l 
ten j ■..* 

There will almost cer- ■£ 

tainly be more bombs, and . 

bigger ones. And while all 
the suspects may con- 
tribute to the mayhem, tbe * 
Chechens will probably 
provide tbe biggest ones. 
Yeltsin is the man who 
launched the genocidal 
war against them, and 
some of them do not care 
that the Communists might 
prove an even more 
implacable enemy. 

In theory, that should not 
mean that Russian voters 
will follow the Israeli 
example, for they five in a 
much safer part of the 
world and none of their 
neighbours question their 
right to exist Moreover, to 
suffer foe same scale of 
casualties that Israel took 
in Febniaxy-March, they 
would have tg lose 1,800 ^ ; 
dead to terrorist bombs \t& . 
the next month. 

But every bomb fills fo® 
screen, so the numbers are 
largely irrelevant Bons 
Yeltsin, like Shimon Peres, 
is now a hostage of fo e 
bombers. 
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World News 

Russia at crossroads on 
eve of presidential polls 

ih e ° f J MOSCOW (R) — Russia stood at a crossroads Saturday 

on the eve of an dectioa in which it chooses to back more 

painful reform under President Boris Yeltsin or take a leap 
into the unknown by voting for his Communist rival. 

With electioneering banned Saturday, a hush fell over the 
aiiwaves and mass med i a after a strident four-month cam- 
paign in which Yeltsin and Communist leader Gennady 
Zyuganov have slugged it out for the votes of the 105 mil- 
lion-strong electorate. 

The two men, front-runners in a field of 30 presidential 
can d i d ates, wound up their campaigns Friday with Mr. 
Yeltsin appealing to Russians to unite behind him and Mr! 
Zyuganov rebutting charges that he would roll bar k 
democracy. 

‘'We must be together. Together we wflj win," the 65- 
year-old Kremlin leader told 15,000 ecstatic fans at a rock 
concert in his home town of Yekaterinburg. 

He later told reporters in the Urals city that if reelected 
for four more years he would make major changes to bis 
government and bis Kremlin team to give new impetus to 
reform. 

Mr. Zyuganov, 51 , who has played a key role in rebuild- 
ing the Communist Party after its disgrace five years ago, 
promised in a St. Petersburg television interview th at he 
would guarantee freedom of speech and political activity. 

_ He said he e xpected the next government to be a coali- 
tion and offered a compromise to his rivals, saying be was 
ready for dialogue with Mr. Yeltsin and the present gov- 
ernment of Rime Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin. 

Ml Yeltsin, first president of newly-independent Russia 
who was elected in June 1991 on a wave of anti- 
communist fervour, has worked hard to rekindle the huge 
popularity he once enjoyed. 

But Ml Zyuganov, though for less charismatic a figure, 
has ruthlessly exploited resentment among milli ons who 
have bear driven to the poverty line in Ml Yeltsin's brash 
new Russia. 

The final outcome of the election, only five years after 
the collapse of the Soviet Union and the end of cold war, 
could have implications for global policy and East- West 
relations. 

Despite Ml Zyuganov's assurances that he will not turn 
back the clock. Western leaders have made little secret of 
their desire to see Ml Yeltsin re-elected. 

Many fear instability on the world stage if Communists 
regain control of a country which still has a large arsenal 
of nuclear arms. 

An army of about 1,100 foreign observers fanned out 
across the federation but they face a difficult task in watch- 
ing out for irregularities at any of the 93,000 polling sta- 
tions. 

Voting has already started in some remote areas of the 
sprawling country and in Cbechenya, where separatist 
rebels threatened to disrupt polling. 

Fust unofficial results were expected soon after polls 
dosed in the Western enclave of Kaliningrad at 1 900 GMT 
Sunday and pr eliminar y results from all of Russia were 
likely to be announced late Monday. 

Pollsters predict that neither Ml Yeltsin nor Mr. 
Zyuganov will win outright in the first round and will face 
each other in a runoff in July. 

The final outcome could then be decided by political 
deals with the eight other candidates. These include ultra- 
nationalist Vladimir ^Zhirinovsky, liberal economist 
Grigory Yavlinsky and law-and-order General Alexander 
Lebed. "" '■’*} ' ' 

Ml Zyuganov, candidate of a leftist bloc of National- 
Patriotic Farces, says be will embark on polities to boost 
domestic production, restore dignity to all Russians and 
end conflict in Cbechenya. 

But his critics say Ms polities remain imprecise and a 
future with Ml Zyuganov in the Kremlin would be fraught 
with uncertainty. 

Ml Yeltsin has played on people’s memories of 
Communist repression of the Soviet era and warned 
Russians starkly that a Ml Zyuganov victory could lead to 
civfl war. 

Russian newspapers, barred by law from electioneering 
in the last 24 hours, resorted to hints and in s i n uations to get 
their message across Saturday. 

Pravda, mouthpiece of the Commtinist Party, printed let- 
ters from pensioners who said they could not afford to eat 
properly and a letter from writer Alexander Zinovyev 
denying that the election was a straight choice between 
communism and democracy. 

The government newspaper Rossnskaya Gazeta pub- 
lished a photograph of a young man nailing together the 
roof of a house — dearly evoking the electoral symbol of 
the pro-government Our Home Is Russia bloc. 

And Izvestia, tucked away in the bottom of its front page, 
printed a story headlined The Last Emigration Of Ilyich. 

It was about a passenger steamer called Ilyich — but the 
loaded allusion would not be lost on Russian readers who 
would know that revolutionary leader V ladimi r Le n i n 's 
middle name was Ilyich. 

President Yeltsin, who has made denunciation of 
Co mmunis t dictatorship a theme of Ms election campaign, 
gave top awards Saturday to two intellectuals who exposed 
Soviet-era repression. 

Ml Yeltsin presented a state prize to film director Nikita 
Mikhalkov, who won an Oscar last year for Ms film Burnt 
By The Sun about die impact of Stalinism on a Bolshevik 
colonel. _ 

He also honoured sculptor Ernst Neizvestny whose 
Tngmnrifll to the milli ons who tfied in St alin 's labour camps 
was unveiled this week in the city of Mag adan — a stag- 
ing point for numerous “gulag" c amp s in the Soviet Far 
East. 

Pakistan denies scrapping 
Mirage purchase plan 
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ISLAMABAD (R) — The 
Pakistani government de- 
nied local newspaper re- 
ports Saturday that it had 
scrapped a plan to buy 
French Mirage 2000-5 figh- 
ters because of what an air 
force spokesman called 
prohibitive costs. 

Ttoo dailies — the Eng- 
lish-language The Nation 
and the Uidu-langnage Na- 
wa-I-Waqt — said Saturday 
a decision to cancel the plan 
was taken at a meeting 
between President Farooq 
Leghari and army chief 
General Jehangir Karamat 
Wednesday. 

A presidential palace 
spokesman, quoted by the 
official APP news agency, 
denied the report, calling it 
just “speculative." 

Th e agency quoted him as 
saying “all decisions about 


such matters are taken at the 
appropriate forum of the 
government as laid down in 
the rules of business.” 

The statement seemed to 
impl y that such decisions 
must be taken by Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto's 
government rather than by 
the president, who is head 
of state, and the army cMef. 

Earlier, an air force 
spokesman could not con- 
firm the deal cancellation 
report, but he described as 
“prohibitive” the cost of the 
Mirages, seen as an alterna- 
tive to U.S. F-I6s whose 
sale was blocked by Wa- 
shington in 1990 due to sus- 
picions over Pakistan’s nuc- 
lear programme. 

Ms. Bhutto had said Mon- 
day that Pakistan was still 
far from clinching the 
Mirage deal. 



Western Europe’s 87th Ariane rocket on its launching 
pad at European Space Agency (ESA) centre in 
Kourou, French Guiana, on the northeast coast of 
South America (Reuter photo) 

1st Euro rocket launched 
since Ariane-5 failure 

KOUROU, French Guiana (R) — Western Europe’s 87th 
Ariane rocket placed a satellite for Intelsat into orbit after 
a launch from French Guiana Saturday — the first launch 
since the failure 1 1 days ago of its new Ariane-5 rocket. 

The Saturday mission used a flight-proven Ariane 44P 
rocket and it was the 17th straight success for an Ariane-4 
which has foiled only three times in 59 launches. 

“It’s the 87th Ariane launch. In terms of general concept, 
design and inflight qualification Ariane-4 is reliable,” 
Terry Edwards Intelsat launch manager told Reuters. 

The rocket blasted off into a clear equatorial night sky at 
3.55 a.m. (0655 GMT) and placed into orbit 21 minutes 
later the Intelsat 709 satellite for the Washington-based 
International Telecommunications Satellite Organisation 
(Intelsat). 

Designed to service the Atlantic Ocean region, Intelsat 
said the satellite will have the capacity to transmit three 
TV channels and 90.000 simultaneous'ielephone circuits. 

The 709 is the ninth and last in a series built bv 
California based Space Systems/Loral for Intelsat. It 
weighs 3.4 tonnes (7,500 lbs) and is expected to operate in 
space for 15 years. 

The Insured value of the mission — launch, satellite and 
insurance was $182 million. 

The more powerful Ariane-5, carrying an uninsured sci- 
entific satellite payToad worth $500 million, was blown up 
less than 40 seconds into flight on June 4 at the European 
Space Agency (ESA) launch centre in Kourou, French 
Guiana on the northeast coast of South America. 

The spectacular failure broadcast live on French televi- 
sion recalled the 1986 mid-air explosion of the U.S. space 
shuttle Challenger, in which seven astronauts died. 

It was a major setback far ESA, which has invested over 
$8 billion in foe programme and hopes Ariane-5 will main- 
tain Western Europe’s edge in launching heavy satellites 
well into the next century and lead to manned space flights 
later. 

A preliminary investigation pointed the finger at faulty 
computer software and electronic components, but ESA 
later said a defect in foe rocket’s positioning system may 
have been foe cause. 

Aid agency still battles 
North Korea famine 


YANJI, China (R) — The 
Red Cross warned Saturday 
of outbreaks of measles and 
diarrhoea among North Ko- 
rean children, malnourished 
after the worst floods in a 
century devastated crops 
last year. 

In fois Chinese border 
town, officials said truck- 
loads of flour were crossing 
into North Korea irregular- 
ly, hampered by the inabili- 
ty of North Korean pur- 
chasers to afford more. 

“We are trying to avert a 
famine,” • Geoff Dennis, 
newly assigned representa- 
tive to North Korea of the 
International Federation of 
the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies (IFRC) 
said by telephone from 
Pyongyang. 

“If we can get the basic 
rice to people and make 
sure some vegetables are 
available, then people will 
stay alive,” he said. “But 
their situation won’t imp- 
rove. 

“It’s going to be a bad few 
months,” he said. 

Aid agencies were trying 
to feed about 500,000 peo- 
ple left vulnerable after the 
worst floods in a century 
devastated large parts of the 
hermit Stalinist state and 
destroyed crops last year. 

The IFRC was responsi- 
ble for helping 130,000 of 
those and was providing 
each with 450 grammes (15 
ounces) of rice a day — or 
three small bowls, Mr. ■ 
Dennis said. 

The dietary problems 
could lead to outbreaks of 
measles and diarrhoea 
among children wMle the 
elderly were hand in g their 


limited rations to (be 
young, increasing their vul- 
nerability to disease, he 
said. 

“That’s foe first thing, but 
it could start a cycle of dis- 
ease,” Ml Dennis wamed- 

Appeals for international 
aid had raised about 2.7 
million Swiss francs — 
only 35 per cent of what the 
IFRC estimates is needed to 
ensure enough food until 
North Korean farmers can 
reap their harvest, delayed 
by bad weather, in October, 
he said. 

Chinese companies have 
been sending truckloads of 
flour across foe narrow 
Tumen Bridge on the bor- 
der between Jilin province 
and Neath Korea, local offi- 
cials said in YanjL 

However, although the 
size of exports had inc- 
reased in recent months it 
was limited by slipping 
North Korean exports of 
goods used for barter, they 
said. 

A Chinese preference for 
cash coupled with a short- 
age of funds in North Korea 
was further limiting sales, 
they said. 

“Even if (hey warn more 
flour, we can’t just give it to 
them, they have to pay for 
it ” said one local official. 

Hunger was widespread 
in North Korean rural com- 
munities, ethnic Korean re- 
sidents of foe Yanbian bor- 
der region said. 

“The situ ali oo over there 
is very hard, many people 
are terribly hungry,” said 
one former North Korean 
who moved to China in 
1995. 


Bomb rocks U.K. city; 50 hurt 


MANCHESTER, England (R) — A car bomb rocked the 
city of Manchester in northern Englan d Saturday and police 
said 50 people had been injured. 

Firefighters were banting blazes caused by the city-centre 
blast and a spokesman said some people had been trapped 
near the scene. 

“Damage to buildings exceeded the area that we bad 
evacuated. We are talking about a very large device,” a 
police spokesman said. 

Local radio quoted ambulance officers as saying there 
had been a second explosion. Further details were not 
immediately available. 

Police said the car bomb detonated as bomb squad offi- 
cers were checking a suspect vehide following a coded 
warning about an hour earlier. There were no fatalities 
reported. 

It was unclear who was responsible for foe bomb but one 
unconfirmed report said the warning trad carried an IRA 
codeword. 

The blast went off just five days after foe stan of land- 
mark talks on Nonham Ireland in Belfast from which the 
IRA's political wing Sinn Fein has been excluded because 
of the guerrillas’ refusal to reinstate a ceasefire. 

The IRA has planted five bombs in London since ending 
a 17-monfo ceasefire in February, citing British intransi- 
gence over Northern Ireland. The last attack was on April 
24 when two bombs failed to explode under London’s 
Hammersmith Bridge. 

Manchester’s busy Amdaie Shopping Centre bad been 
evacuated before Saturday’s blast, which shattered win- 
dows over a large area and could be beard up to three kilo- 
metres away. 

Eyewitnesses said black smoke was billowing op over the 
city centre. 

A spokesman for Manchester Royal Infirmary said the 
hospital was dealing with 40 casualties, most of them suf- 
fering from cuts. None so for was seriously injured. 

“The place was rattling and everything. I don't live in foe 
centre but I can see people going past me going home cry- 
ing,” one person told a local radio station. 

Police with loudhailers were telling people to stay out of 
the city centre and cordoned off a large area. They were 
checking another suspect package which it was feared 
might contain a second device. 

“As far as we are aware there have been no fatalities, but 
because of the size of the blast, a large number of people 
have been seriously injured and others have been injured by 
flying glass,” a police spokesman said. 

Manchester, Britain's second largest city, is currently 
teeming with soccer fans in town for the European 
Championships. 

Russia and Germany play a match at the city's Old 
Trafford stadium Sunday. 

Hospitals and emergency services went oo to major alert. 


“At the moment we have casualties popping up all over 
the place because of foe nature of the damage. There is 
extensive damage to foe area and many of the casualties 
appear to have laceration wounds” an ambulance 
spokesman told reporters. 

Eyewitnesses reported panic breaking out. “I heard a 
bang and I just saw people crying," said one man. 

“People were running and there was screaming," said a 
woman in a store nearby. 

Meanwhile Gerry Adams, president of Sion Fein, said the 
IRA’s political wing remained firmly set on peace after the 
car bomb rocked Manchester Saturday. 

“Whatever foe cause of this meaning's incident in 
Manchester, Sinn Fein’s focus remains firmly fixed on the 
need to restore the peace process and we will not be deflect- 
ed from that task,” Mr. Adams said. 

Prime Minister John Major Saturday blamed foe IRA for 
tbc bomb. 

“This explosion looks tike the wotk of the IRA," Mr. 
Major said in a statement issued by his office. 

Calling the attack a “callous act of terrorism," Mr. Major 
added: It is the work of a few fanatics and, as (Irish Prime 
Minister) John Bruton has made clear, causes absolute 
revulsion in Ireland as it does here.” 

Mr. Major demanded that Sinn Fein put pressure on its 
guerrilla allies to reinstate a ceasefire. Sinn Fein is barred 
from talks on foe future of Northern Ireland until foe IRA 
does so. 

“Sion Fein have been clamouring to attend the Northern 
Ireland peace talks, which began last week," Mr. Major 
said. 

“If they are really serious about wanting peace, they must 
condemn this act and demand an unequivocal IRA ceasefire 
now. We shall spare no effort to bring those responsible to 
justice.” 

In a separate development, foe IRA said Saturday that its 
members had shot dead a policeman in an attempted mail 
van robbery in Ireland last week. 

But in a statement to Irish state television and radio RTE, 
the Irish Republican Army said the shooting was “not 
authorised" by the leadership and was “in direct contraven- 
tion of its orders.” 

The IRA had earlier denied responsibility for the killing, 
which caused public outrage in Ireland because it was the 
first murder of a police officer on duty there in more than a 
decade. 

Saturday's statement by the guerrillas said that individual 
members were “party" to what had happened. But it said 
the action was not sanctioned by the leadership. 

The Irish policeman who was killed was escorting a Post 
Office van carrying £100,000 ($153,400) in the Irish vil- 
lage of Adare Friday last week. His police partner was seri- 
ously injured. 


Suu Kyi assails Burmese junta restrictions 


RANGOON (AFP) — Opposition leader Aung San Suu 
Kyi Saturday assailed the ruling junta’s latest “restrictions” 
on democracy as she called for foe people to play a greater 
role in politics. 

Addressing an estimated 4,000 people outside her com- 
pound, she said her National League for Democracy (NLD) 
had sent an official letter to. the junta on its latest law effec- 
tively banning such meetings. 

Authorities again ignored the weekly gathering, although 
the official press continued to fan public sentiment against 
Aung San Sun Kyi. 

In an open letter published Saturday in the state-run 
Mirror daily, neighbours of foe pro-democracy leader com- 
plained of the “unruly” weekend meetings outside her com- 
pound and asked authorities to put a stop to them. 

The neighbours said they were subjected to abuse when- 
ever they tried to enter or leave then private compounds 
during the meetings, and they complained of property dam- 
age as well as the stench of urine left behind by partici- 
pants. 

Aung San Suu Kyi shrugged off foe press campaign, 
telling supporters Saturday: “Smear campaigns against us 
do not encourage national reconciliation.” 

She continued to stress the need for national reconcilia- 
tion, and was cautious in her.remafks on a new law adopt- 
ed by Burma’s militaiy rulers last week providing for heavy 
penalties against participants in unlawful gatherings. 

“The NLD regards foe law as being prohibitive and has 
told the authorities that it would be detrimental to national 
reconciliation if it is either misused or misinterpreted,” 
Aung San Suu Kyi said. 


“We are all for it if it is interpreted in foe right way, ... but 
if it is deliberately misused against us, it will in no way be 
conducive to peace and stability," she said. 

She gave no details of a letter the NLD has sent to 
Burmese authorities on the issue.- 

Aung San Suu Kyi held that genuine, democracy could be 
established only if steps were taken to encourage the peo- 
ple to take part in politics. 

“In this regard, the NLD feels that present restrictions 
should be gradually reduced and concrete steps taken lead- 
ing towards democracy," she said. 

The ruling junta, officially known as the State Law and 
Order Restoration Council (SLORC), detained more than 
260 NLD supporters ahead of a planned party congress in 
late May. 

Many have since been released, but state television has 
carried interviews with some NLD candidates who won 
seats in the 1990 general elections but who now said they 
bad decided to give up politics for personal or health rea- 
sons. 

About one dozen candidates are believed to have resigned 
so far, and foe number is generally expected to rise. 

In Bangkok, meanwhile, special envoys of U.S. President 
Bill Clinton warned Saturday that Burma could be a “dis- 
ruptive influence” if allowed to join ASEAN or other 
regional groupings before foe junta and the opposition suc- 
ceed in a dialogue. 

The envoys, dispatched for consultations with key allies 
after Burma’s military rulers moved against the NLD sup- 
porters, also suggested foe United States could take unspec- 
ified action if foe situation in Burma deteriorated. 


Western nations , key party 
signal help for Hasina 


DHAKA (R) — Sheikh Ha- 
sina of Bangladesh’s cen- 
trist Awami League moved 
closer Saturday to forming 
a government as a potential 
ally signalled support and 
Western nations welcomed 
her showing in parliamen- 
tary polls. 

The wife of jailed ex-Pre- 
sident General Hossain 
Mohammad Ershad. the 
man seen as pivotal in a 
hung parliament, said his 
centre-right Jatiya Party 
would honour foe results 
which gave the Awami 
League a simple majority. 

Roushan Ershad told 
Reuters she would meet her 
husband in prison soon to 
seek his views for a politi- 
cal agreement, which party 
officials say is linked to 
support for his efforts to 
seek release or parole in 
corruption cases. 

■ “This culture of political 
vendetta must cease. Rival 
parties must learn to make 
peace,” she said. “I person- 
ally believe we should do 
what would help the coun- 
try to overcome a political 
crisis.” 

It was a subtle barb at 
Mrs. Hasina’s arch-foe, for- 
mer Prime Minister Begum 
Khaleda Zia of the Bangla- 
desh Nationalist Party 
(BNP), who alleged wide- 
spread rigging in Wednes- 
day’s elections. Interna- 
tional observers certified 
the polls as free and fair . 


Western nations and Ja- 
pan showed they backed 
the verdict in the peaceful 
elections, which came as a 
relief to a nation plagued by 
long spells of army rule and 
bloody political violence 
since its independent from 
Pakistan in 1971. 

“Ambassadors of the Uni- 
ted States, Japan, Italy, 
France and Netherlands and 
the high commissioners of 
Britain and Australia met 
Mrs. Hasina for a courtesy 
call at 8 p.m. (Friday)." the 
Awami League said in a 
statement received by Reu- 
ters Saturday. 

The Russian ambassador 
met her earlier in the day. 

The Awami League had 
133 of the 271 results in 
from 300 contested seats 
and the BNP 104. But Mrs. 
Khaleda refused to accept 
defeat or recognise foe re- 
sults as fair, and left room 
for protests or joining foe 
prime ministerial race. 

Partial re-polling is sche- 
duled for next Wednesday 
in 27 constituencies hit by 
violence. A fresh re-count 
has been ordered in two. 
Meanwhile freed former 
Bangladesh anny chief. 
Lieutenant General Abu 
Saleh Mohammad Nasim, 
got off lightly after being 
charged with treason over a 
failed military revolt, de- 
fence sources said Satur- 
day. 
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Tripoli is the cheapest city in the world 


LONDON (AFP) — Most 
western European capitals 
have become cheaper to live 
in over the past six months, 
bat remain the world’s most 
expensive locations after 
Japan’s three main cities, a 
survey published here 
showed. 

The Russian capital 
Moscow, meanwhile, has 
leapt ahead in the table of 
121 cities across the globe 
compiled twice a year by 
the London-based Econmit 
Intelligence Unit (EIU). 

It is now the tenth most 
expensive city, compared 
with 25th place six months 
ago, due to inflation of 78 
per cent, and an expatriate 
will now spend more money 
living in Moscow, than in 
any German city, Hong 
Kong or Singapore. 


A fall in the value of 
European currencies, result- 
ing from a slowdown in 
economic growth and low 
interest rates, has cut the 
cost of living in many dues 
in western Europe. 

But the top 20 is still dom- 
inated by Europe and the 
Far East 

Zurich, the most costly 
dty in Europe, behind it 
Oslo and Geneva, and Paris 
and Vienna, have all 
become cheaper. 

Bnt Stockholm has 
bucked the trend, with die 
cost of living now much 
higher after the Swedish 
currency appreciated 
against the U.S. dollar. The 
dty has jumped to seventh 
place, shared with Vienna, 
from 18th six months ago. 

The Italian dries of Rome 


and Milan are also excep- 
tions, as the lira strength- 
ened. 

Rome is no longer 
Europe’s cheapest dty, hav- 
ing overtaken Lisbon in the 
rankings, to 44th place. The 
Portuguese capital is in 49th 
position. 

London remains one of 
least expensive western 
European capitals, in 29th 
place, and Tel Aviv has now 
jumped ahead of it 

New York, the most costly 
dty in the United States, 
remained at 36th place. 

Libreville, the capital of 
Gabon, shares tenth place 
with Moscow, and is by far 
the most expensive African 
dty. 

Harare in Zimbabwe and 
Nairobi are the cheapest 
places in Africa, at 117th 


and 1 15th places respective- 
ly, while Johannesburg is in 
102nd place. 

Tokyo, Osaka and Kobe 
are still the world’s most 
expensive dries for expatri- 
ates, although the yen's 
depredation against the 
U.S. dollar has reduced the 
cost of living there. 

Hong Kong has become a 
little more costly, moving 
from 17th to 12th place. 

The Iranian capital 
Tehran, for its part surren- 
dered the status of the 
cheapest dty in the world to 
Tripoli in Libya. 

The EIU survey compares 
a basket of 140 goods and 
services, including food, 
alcohol, household supplies, 
transport, dothes and utility 
bills. Housing costs are not 
taken into account. 


GCC states approve draft investment law 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab Gulf states have 
approved a draft law that 
will bridge the gap in their 
investment rules and attract 
foreign capital needed for 
their attempts to ease 
reliance on oil. officials 
have said. 

Delegates from the econo- 
my and commerce min- 
istries in the six-nation Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
approved the unified law at 
talks in Riyadh and would 
pot it forward to their minis- 
ters for final endorsement. 

“The law was approved 
and it will be presented to 
the industry ministers this 
year for final approval. It is 
intended to attract invest- 
ment to member states to 
support their economies and 
diversify their sources of 
income,” an official from 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) economy ministry 
said. 

The new rules, which have 
been under discussion for 
more than a year, will 
remove disparities in invest- 
ment regulations in the six 
member states concerning 
incentives, and terms relat- 
ed to ownership and taxa- 
tion. 

Under the roles, priority 


would be given to foreign 
investment that will help 
member states expand tbeir 
non-oil industries and 
acquire technology. 

“This new law is intended 
to lure foreign investment, 
narrow the gap between 
incentives, facilities and 
exemptions offered to for- 
eign investors, achieve fair 
distribution of these invest- 
ments and ensure economic 
integration between mem- 
ber states” the Riyadh- 
based GCC secretariat said 
in May. 

“Priority will be given to 
projects that will help GCC 
countries in lessening 
reliance on imports, 
expanding their productive 
base, ensuring training for 
nationals, and increasing 
their non-oil exports,” it 
added. 

GCC states — Saudi 
Arabia, Bahrain, Oman, 
Qatar, Kuwait and the UAE 
— have launched a drive to 
lure foreign capital in a bid 
to acquire technology, 
which they see as essential 
for economic diversifica- 
tion. 

The situation is in contrast 
' with' that during oil boom of 
late 1970s and early 1980s, 
when Gulf states were 


among the biggest capital 
exporters in the world 
because of their huge finan- 
cial surpluses. 

The investment drive is 
part of overall reforms 
designed to revive their 
economies which have 
shaiply slowed . down 
because of weak crude 
prices. Their total income 
has also plunged to less than 
half its level in the early 
1980s as crude exports pro- 
vide more than 80 per cent 
of tbeir revenues. 

The gap in their invest- 
ment laws and restrictions 
on foreign ownership in 
projects have scared off 
would-be investors from 
other countries. 

According to the Doha- 
based Gulf Organisation for 
Industrial Consulting 
(GOIC), GCC states 

received only $344 million 
of the total world invest- 
ment of around $222 billion 
in 1994. 

The 1994 figure compares 
to around $409 milli on in 
1993 and an average $1.87 
billion per year between 
1983 and 1988, said the 
GOIC, which advises on 
non-oil industrial policies in 
the 15 f -yfcar-old Gulf 
alliance. 


Iran’s carpet exports fall 40 per cent 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran’s 
carpet exports dropped 40 
per cent in the year np to 
March compared to the 
same period last year, an 
Iranian o fficial has said. 

Hossein Arvari, the gov- 
ernment-appointed head of 


Iran’s handicraft industry, 
said exports had dropped to 
$986 million compared to 
$1.7 billion between March 
1994 and March 1995. 

Speaking to Iran’s official 
IRNA news agency, he did 
not specify whk had caused 


tbe fall but called for export 
policies to be “corrected 
and improved.” 

The government imposed 
regulations last May requir- 
ing exporters to bring back 
to Iran all foreign earnings 
in hard currency. 


THE Daily Crossword by William Canine 


ACROSS 
1 Skedaddle 
5 Catfight 
9 Lethargy 

14 Aperture 

15 Swamp 
philosopher? 

16 Beef cut 

17 Kind of bet 

1 9 Haley opus 

20 Crystal of 
“Wings" 

21 Type of onion 

23 Certify 

24 Pitcher 

25 Charon's river 

27 Be a quidnunc 

28 Paddle 

31 Out-of-date 
34 Spanish nver 

36 Spy 

37 Fall bloomer 

38 Fish eggs 

39 "The Odd 
Couple" 
playwright 

40 Roman coins 

41 Cunning 

42 Result 
■43 West 

44 Certain 
boatman, briefly 

45 Scrutinize 
47 Spirit 

49 Titama's mate 
53 Truce-like 
period 

56 Cancellation 

57 — Highway 

58 So Am. region 

60 Bondman 

61 Elvis, to some 

62 Cat's-paw 

63 Leverets 

64 Tricks 

65 — Boleyn 
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DOWN 

1 Home of Biblical 
queen 

2 Hanker after 

3 On ihe ball 

4 Williams 

5 Flashy 

6 Duck's milieu 

7 Mature 

8 Balls and dolls 


9 Like grain stalks 

10 Old French coin 

11 Sporting venues 

12 Aware of 

13 Pause 
18 Conquer 

22 Leander's love 

26 Copy 

27 Victimizes 

29 Baseball family 
name 

30 Director Clair 

31 Areca 

32 Site of Bhutan 

33 "Desire" 

35 Caddy 

36 — Fats 

39 Sailor's gear 
holder 
41 Basin 
44 Film festival 
sue 

46 Reef builders 
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48 Liberty 

50 Continue 

51 Constellation 

52 Greasy ol 
loot bail 

53 Sprint 


54 Name m jazz 
singing 

55 Monumental 

work 

56 English school 
59 Commotion 


It showed foreign capital 
in the GCC’s industrial sec- 
tor accounted for nearly 21 
per cent of the total industri- 
al investment of around $50 
billion. Although it has 
sharply expanded over the 
past decade, tbe sector has 
remained confined to light 
industries, GOIC said. 

Japan, tbe United States 
and other industrial giants 
have repeatedly urged GCC 
nations to improve tbeir 
investment laws and ease 
curbs on foreign partnership 
to encourage tbe inflow of 
industrial technology. 

‘The new investment law 
empowers authorities to 
exempt some foreign enter- 
prises from tbe mi nimu m 51 
per cent local partnership. 

Project owners could also 
be provided with cheap 
energy and raw materials” 
die GCC said. 

It said exemptions also 
covered income taxes and 
other duties for five years, 
which could be extended in 
some cases. The law also 
includes exemption from 
tariffs on imports of equip- 
ment and other materials for 
the project 


Terms agreed for Syria to 
move towards EU association 


LUXEMBOURG (R) — 
The European Union (EU) 
has put another piece of its 
Mediterranean free trade 
jigsaw in place when it 
agreed terms for Syria to 
move towards EU associa- 
tion. 

An association agreement 
promises lucrative business 
and econ omic incentives 
and is crucial for the 15- 
nation bloc’s ambition to 
create a “Euromed” free 
trade zone. 

“Syria is some way off 
(association), but we are 
moving in the right direc- 
tion,” said an EU -officiaL 
“It is important that we keep 
our potential partners inter- 
ested.” 

Last week, Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farouq A1 Shara 
signed a cooperation agree- 
ment with the EU — not a 
particularly substantive 
document, but tbe first step 
towards association. 

EU diplomats face a myr- 
iad of challenges in negoti- 
ating Syria’s association. 
While they have some 
admiration for its laissez 
faire economy, Syria’s 
human rights record fails 
almost every test 


“The economy is in pretty 
good shape considering its 
isolation,” an official said. 
“The structure and goodwill 
is in place (for association) 
but politically...” 

The European 

Commission, which negoti- 
ates trade and political 
agreements on behalf of die 
EU, will have a hard time 
convincing the European 
Parliament that Syrian 
President Hafez A1 Assad 
can ever be persuaded to 
relinquish Ms* iron grip on 
the country. 

The European Parliament 
increasingly opposes using 
trade deals as an incentive 
for a country to improve its 
human rights records. It 
only approved recent asso- 
ciation agreements with 
Morocco and Turkey after 
resolutions calling for clos- 
er monitoring of human 
rights were included. 

Italian Foreign Minister 
Lamberto Dini, speaking 
for the EU presidency at a 
news conference, said Syria 
was making progress on 
diversifying its economy. 

While the economy was 
still dependent on oil or oil 
products, Syria had greatly 


improved its banking, elec- 
tricity and tourism sectors. 

Mr. Dini noted that 60 per 
cent of Syria’s gross nation- 
al product came from the 
private sector and an even 
greater percentage of 
exports was privately gener- 
ated. 

Manuel Marin, ^ _ the 

European commissioner 
with special responsibility 
for Mediterranean relations, 
told a news conference with 
tbe Syrian foreign minister 

that Syria was moving 
“slowly but surely” on the 
right track. 

But Syria and the EU had 
reached a “critical point” in 
determining their mutual 
future, “relations have been 
difficult, but some difficul- 
ties have been ironed out.” 
he added. 

Mr. Share said Syria was 
committed to establishing 
good trade and political 
relations with the EU. 

“At the height of Arab 
dominance in culture and 
technology, we shared our 
knowledge,” he said. “And 
so now we hope that Europe 
will share its current 
supremacy in these mat- 
ters” 


Britain to lose top-seven 
economic ranking — report 


LONDON (AFP) — Britain 
will lose its place as one of 
the seven biggest world 
economies in tbe next 20 
years and its place in inter- 
national organisations will 
be reduced, the Financial 
Times has reported . 

Tbe paper quoted a leaked 
treasury document which 
said Britain's role in organi- 
sations such as tbe Group of 
Seven leading industrialised 
nations, the International 
Monetary Fund, the Organi 
safion for . Economic 
Coopera tion •' and 
Development and th&Worid 
Trade Oigani-satiori, will 


“change as we move down 
tbe ranking”. 

The document, drawn up 
by officials to help tbe trea- 
sury remodel Itself for the 
next century, said the fast- 
growing economies “will 
demand greater political 
power” in these organisa- 
tions. It argues for the trea- 
sury to draw up plans to 
reform them in such a way 
that B ritain can “retain 


influence in the future”. 

The report predicted that 
“if recent growth trends 
continue,” China would 
become the “single largest 
nation” according to the 
Financial Times. While the 
United States, Japan and 
Germany would remain in 
the top - seven, France and 
Britain would slip into the 
second division, the docu- 
ment concluded. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 





“My marriage is as comfortable as 
an old shoe. And sometimes it 
stinks like an old shoe.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
| g by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirian 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


KETOS 


□zc 

□ 

□ 


MHHmiHiSMKkc. 

unvaHMivM 


DOFOL 


rrr 


RORTER 


nnr 

r v 

TRIEHD 






HOW MUCH 
OZE PIP THE 
MINERS FINP? 


Now arrange the aided letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here : 


. T T TTI ( T "1 p~y"n 

K . Aw A , A k -A -J v A 


Saturday's 


Jumbles: 

Answer. 


(Answers tomorrow) 
CRAWL GAVEL BAFFLE AGHAST 
Vbu canl do this when you do this — 

HAVE A BAWL 


Peanuts 



Mutt’n’Jeff 
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ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Get old inter- 
ests completed today 
instead of getting into 
new ones at present. 
Tonight you can relax at 
home with your mate 
and loved ones and have 
a wonderful time being 
in the company of those 
who you are truly fond 
of. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21) Know what 
your true aims are in life 
today and don’t do any- 
thing which can jeopar- 
dise your present securi- 


& 


•e 




h> 


$ 


if- - 


ill 


ii' 1 

i fe j!i " 


tjr or you will find, that 




ere will be great diffi- 
culty in your resident 
and through your career 
activities. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Don’t permit an 
irate fellow associate to 
spoil your day’s activi- 
ties today, however, you 
can see this person latB 
tonight after a cooling- 
off period and get to the 
point where cool heads 
will prevail. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21j 
Don’t let any changes 
which are coming up 
today in connection witn 
your career activities 
upset you. They lead to 
greater success in what- 
ever projects or taste 
which you have present 
in the days ahead. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) You have some busi- 
ness to attend to today, 
even if it is Sunday, so 
stick to your schedule 
instead of running off for 

B * with close 
and loved 

You will be able to _ 
much success by Ibis 
evening. 

: (August 22 to 
ter 22) Exi 


■ilF 


September 22) Exit early 
today and avoid the 


tense situation at home 
which could be present 
and meet with fellow 
; associates to gain greater 
rapport for the days 
ahead. Later this evening 
you will be able to con- 
centrate upon the feeling 
of loved ones. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) You have 
important career .activi- 
ties to handle today, so 
don’t ran off on some 
silly unrelated tasks with 
a close friend who wants 


gou to do just that. You 


iave the opportunity to 
meet with a bigwig a^ ' 


have great success. 
SCORPIC 


IO: (October 23 
to November 21) Plan 
how to make the most of 
your finest abilities 
today and forget dull 
chores for a while. Tty 
not to spend too much 
money at this time or 
you could find yourself 
with many expenses and 
not enough income to 
hand le th em all. 
SAGITEARIUS:(Nove- 
mber 22 to December 
21) Endeavour to please 
your loved ones more 
today, so transfer per- 


oaay, 

onal wishes to the back- 
mound at this time. 
Later this evening you 
will have the o 


ipportututy 
ith close ' 
— - som^ 


to meet wj 
friends and have 
fun out on the town. 
CAPRICORN:(Decem- 
ber 22 to Jan. 20) Get 
into the world of activity 
toda 




* ^3! 


May and accomplish a 
ood deal of a personal *NTkin 

-arure and forget that ^ 

secret concern you have i J'Sbo 

which your loved ones ^rurnis 

can sense and you do not Fg P rO 
wish to discuss with 
them at this time. 1 ’ 

AQUARIUS: (January 
21 to February 19) Plah 
how to gain more pros- 
perity in the days ahead 
and don’t be so gregari- 
ous today. You 
financial advice from an 
expert to handle any 
business ventures yo fl 
are involved in at this 
time to get the answers. 

PISCES: (February 20 
to March 20) Forget all 
those changes you want 
to make in business 
pursue personal desire* 
today. Retire early 
tonight, since you wul 
have many career activi- 
ties to be dealt with in 
tbe days ahead and 
need your rest 
Birthstone of Jufl^ 

Emerald — Citrine 
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Senior Arab banker estimates 
repatriated funds at$200b 


®S: 

, comni” ABU DHABI (AFP) - 
ad or o^ t a ^ Arab investors encouraged 
0ne>1 *at S ■ by economic reforms in the 
Shi yr»u PTfc region have repatriated 
,e v % more than $200 billion 

•°ved one* ■ ftom tbeir 0verseas assets 

0 n derfu| I* over the past three years, a 

lc C( VnmJ^ e I i senior Arab banker said 

you are Saturday. 

truly ( Mahmoud Abdul Aziz, 
IRl'S- . , chairman of the Union of 

' 2lj‘ Arab Banks (UAB), said 

true aim ^ • investors had syphoned out 
«. ,s arei P of tbe region more than 
1 do- $800 billion as they were 
disheartened by instability 
and low investment return. 

He said reforms in several 
members of the Arab 
League had triggered the 
return of part of those funds 


i "hiili ean^‘ 
vour p rc ^"jet : 

'■^4^ 

H«es. - 3Ur !* 


before they were blocked by 
the Gulf war that followed 
Iraq’s 1990 invasion of 
neighbouring Kuwait 

“After the Gulf war, more 
than $200 billion returned 
to the region during the 
three years until 1995. 
Around 565 billion returned 
to Egypt alone,” he told the 
United Arab Emirates eco- 
nomic weekly Emirates 
Today. 

He gave no details of the 
returning funds but econo- 
mists said they were reflect- 
ed in a sharp increase in 
deposits with Arab banks. 

Egypt and other Arab 
states have launched 
reforms to tackle economic 
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problems, including poor 
investment, debt, slow 
growth rates, inflation, 
unemployment and deficits 
is their budgets and balance 
of payments. 

The reforms, although 
slow, include privatisation, 
liberalising the economy 
and measures to attract 
domestic and foreign capi- 
tal. 

The bulk of the overseas 
Arab assets are based in the 
West in stocks and equities, 
bank deposits and real 
estate, according to bankers. 


Credit card payment defaults 
in U.S. at highest level since ’81 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
U.S. credit card holders 
defaulted on their payments 
in the first three months of 
1996 at the highest rate 
since the last quarter of 
1981, the American 
Bankers Association (ABA) 
has said. 

Missed payments rose to 
3.53 per cent in the first 
quarter this year, an 11 per 
cent gain over the same 
period in 1995 (3.18 per 
cent) and a pace matching 
that registered in October- 
December 1981, said James 
Chessen, chief economist of 
the professional organisa- 
tion. 

“Consumer debt levels are 


surpassing those seen in the 
late 80s, just before the last 
recession,” he said in a 
statement, warning that the 
“latest rise in credit ca-d 
delinquencies is a signal 
that more consumers are 
hitting their debt limits." 

Mr. Chessen noted that 
with the current high levels 
of consumer debt and debt 
servicing costs relative to 
income, “a rise in interest 
rates would make it harder 
for people to pay their bills 
on time and would likely 
send delinquencies even 
higher.” 

Such a trend “would be a 
significant drag on the 
economy" this year and cur- 


tail consumer spending, he 
warned. 

Consumer spending is the 
largest Single engine driving 
the U.S- economy, account- 
ing for roughly two-thirds 
of the gross domestic prod- 
uct. 

According to the Federal 
Reserve’s latest figures, 
consumer borrowing 
totalled 51.054 trillion at 
the end of March. A loan is 
considered in default if the 
payment is at least 30 days 
late, ABA said. 
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Internet boosts print 
media — study 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The Internet has cut televi- 
sion viewing among 
Americans bur has helped 
print media, largely through 
sales of books related to the 
worldwide web, according 
to a new study. 

Coopers and Lybrand 
Consulting found that 
Americans spend S3U0 mil- 
lion to 5600 million on 
books and magazines cov- 
ering the Internet — more 
than in on-line commerce, 
where industry estimates 
indicate some S 200 million 
to 5300 million is spent. 

But 58 per cent of those 
surveyed said the- time they 
spend browsing the world 
wide web is time they 
would have otherwise used 
for watching television. 

For print media, two- 
thirds of those who have 
looked at an on-line publi- 
cation consider it a comple- 
ment rather than a replace- 
ment for the print version, 
according to the study. 


already used credit cards to 
make purchases on-line. 

Eighty per cent of Internet 
users indicated they are 
concerned about the securi- 
ty of financial data. 

Coopers and Lybrand 
found three distinct seg- 
ments of on-line users: 
Communicators, informa- 
tion seekers and browsers. 

Communicators, about 22 t 
per cent of the group, tend' 
to be well - educated males 
who do some work from 
home and are very comfort- 
able with technology. 

Information seekers make 
up 24 per cent of on-line 
users, but are less techno- 
logically adept than com- 
municators and are likely to 
have young children. They 
spend most of their on-line 
time getting information, 
downloading software and 
reading on-line magazines. 

A majority — 54 per cent 
— are browsers, looking for 
genera] information, elec- 


The study found security ironic mail, databases or 
3 ncems are still inhibiting “surfing*’ for information. 


-concerns are still inhibiting 
the growth of on-line com- 
merce, but indicated these 
transactions will increase 
once security concerns are 
addressed. 

So far just 15 per cent of 
direct Internet users and 19 
per cent of commercial on- 
line subscribers have 


The survey based on 
some 1,600 in-borae inter- 
views and 750 follow-up 
telephone interviews pro- 
jectable to 41 million U.S. 
households. In addition, 
over 100 face-to-face inter- 
views were conducted with 
industry leaders. 


Gulf states to seek private 
funds for power grid 

RIYADH t AFP) - Arab Gulf states are planning to invite 
private investors to finance part of a project to link their 
electricity networks in a common grid, a Saudi official has 
said. 

The governments of the six-nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC), which controls 45 per cent of the world’s 
oil, could contribute 50 per cent of the project's costs and 
the rest could come from the local private sector, said 
Abdullah Ai Tasan, Saudi industry and electricity ministry 
undersecretary. 

The Kuwaiti-based Gulf Investment Company (GIC), 
which is owned by the six governments, had completed a 
feasibility study of the grid project and estimated total 
costs at around SI. 9 billion . 
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A review of news from ihe Arabic press 


Smadi clarifies contents of new 
trade protocol signed with Saudi 
Arabia 

MOHAMMAD SMADI. secrciary-gcnerai of the 
Ministry o! lr.Jusir\ and Trade, told a group ul 
inUustru-'sis that the change in the trade protocol with 
S^l'Ji Arjbu *js onh in gi\ins full customs exemption to 

products which only enjoyed partial exemption in the 
prat sou* proiocoi. As such. MS products arc tullv exempt 

alter adding the Uh.» products that were included tn the 
previous protocol. E)r. Snuds explained. He stressed that 
the rcf:ci\e importance of the additional pioducis was not 
large and reminded the industrialists that the government 
had recent !s authorise J a “ flood" reduction in customs on a 
long list of ;\m materials for industries to encourage 
investment and consolidate the competitiveness of the 
JoiJan industrial output, in this regard. Dr. Smadi said (hat 
three local and two foreign t Canadian and American 1 
entities are working on a programme to acltiexe a 
‘ controlled economic openness - that would not harm the 
national econonts 

Economy cannot tv sold lo politics because the present 
arJ tuiut.* eras are c.'iarucicriM-J h\ own interests m the first 
place. - he -emphasiseJ. AVc should take nit trout an ovci.ill 
c* incept and :;n: oni\ a sectoral despite ns iuipnii.inev.“ 
Sourea* at the \mman Chamber nt industry at firmed that 
the issue nl exempting raw material inputs tioin eustonis 
was eur:enii> being Jisw’usved with the minister x*f industry 
aitJ irade. They proposed that tile exemptions he 
eoinpenscted by a slight increase in the sales lax so as the 
financial re wu tees lor the treasury would not he jt levied. 
T.:e president n} the chamber expected a new package oi 
measures to be taken within :i month by reducing or 
exempting raw nutenai inputs troni customs 

The sources saw a number ot heneliis lo the 
tnju.lruiists and the JordaniaK economy m csi.iMisluin 1 a 
holding company whose S50 million capital would he 
shared e^tully between Jordan and Saudi Arabia with the 
p.irtteip.itton «»! the pnxate sector, and businessmen iruni 
both countries. Another benefit was seen limn a company 
In: services and medical management to consolidate the 
status oi Jordan n> an advanced centre tor health and 
tricdical services in the region i-\l R.fu. 

blew salt firm takes off 

• THE JORDAN Salt Salt Company h.tx been dec la ted 
iiper.ition.il alter completing all registration procedures and 
establishment requirements. The company is a JD 12 
million entity set up to produce 1.2 million tonnes of 
industrial salt and 3 2. Of Hi tonnes ol table salt each year. 
The Jordan DeaJ Sea Industries Company t holding 
company) owns more than 51 per cent of the Safi linn, wnh 
Ilie lemaining equity shared between the Arab Potash 
Company i in per cenn. the Jordan Investment Corporation 
i five per conn, the Industrial Development Bank Hour per 
cent > ami other banks, and key firms in the Kingdom. 

Capital costs or) he projects' are " 'estij^aic^ at JD 2b 
million, including working capital. " j 

Tlie linancing will come from the capital, a JD 7 million 
medium-term loan that has been secured and other local 
credit facilities. Production is expected to start durtng the 
second half of this year t.Al Aswaq + A I Ra'i + A I Dustour). 
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Sonics win Game 5, play 
Bulls in Chicago tonight 


SEATTLE (AFP)— Three 
days earlier, they seemed as 
overwhelming as Mike 
Tyson in his boxing prime. 
Now the Chicago Bulls 
seem more like Greg 
Norman falling apart in the 
final round of the Masters. 
And the winningest club in 
National Basketball 
Association history sudden- 
ly has a fight on its hands in 
order to win a fourth title in 
six years. 

Seattle defeated the Bulls 
89-78 here Friday, cutting 
the Bulls' lead in the best- 
of-seven championship 

series to 3-2 after losing the 
first three games. Game Six 
is Sunday in Chicago. 
“Well, we got a series now,” 
Bulls' coach Phil Jackson 
said. 

No NBA club has ever ral- 
lied from a 3-0 hole to win 
the finals. No team down 3- 
2 has ever won twice on the 
road to take the title. The 
Bulls, who won a record 72 
games this season, losing 
only twice in 49 home 
games. 

Gary Payton, Hersey 
Hawkins and Shawn Kemp 
all sparkled to help the 
Sonics stave off elimination 
for the second game in a 
row after losing the first 
three games of the series, 
which beads back to 
Chicago for Games 6 and if 
necessary 7. 

“We were determined,” 
said Hawkins. “We played 
too doggone hard to let 
them celebrate on our 
floor.” 

“1 think tonight’s game 
was the biggest test we've 
ever had as a basketball 
team and we've had a lot of 
them this season,” said 
Seattle coach George Karl. 

“Our men showed up and 
it was a great privilege to be 
a part of what went down 
out there.” .. 

. Payton, the; NBA defen- 
sive play ernflbe year, gota 
lot of help^from his friends 
in keeping Jordan undo- 
control and had a team-high 
23 points along with nine 
rebounds and six assists. 

“We just had to go in there 
and be positive and play the 
game all-out,” said Payton. 

Payton was Jordan’s main 
defender the first three quar- 
ters, but Hawkins assumed 
primary duties in the fourth, 
and finished with 21 points 
and five rebounds of his 
own. 

“He's a scrappy guy,” 
Jordan said of Hawkins. “1 
think he was the difference 
for them.” 

“I thought Gary was run- 
ning out of gas so I decided 
to play hawk on Jordan the 





Chicago Bulls forward Dennis Rodman (right) reaches out as Seattle SuperSonics for- 
ward Shawn Kemp tries to go to the boards i n the second quarter of Game 5 in the 
NBA finals in Seattle, June 14 (Reuters photo) 


fourth quarter” said KarL 

Jordan finished with a 
game-high 26 points but just 
nine in the second half. 

The Sonics swarmed at 
Jordan, no matter who was 
assigned to him. “He’s been 
seeing a lot of crowds and 
that why he’s not so effec- 
tive," said Payton. 

When die Sonics double- 
teamed him, Jordan said, “I 
had to move the ball around 
and trust my teammates to 
make the shot, and they had 
a tough time shooting the 
ball today.” 

Kemp added 22 points, 10 


rebounds and five assists for 
Seattle. It was the first game 
either team had three play- 
ers with 20 points or more 
this series. 

‘1 don’t think anybody 
can guaid him right now,” 
said Payton of Kemp. 

Unlike Payton, Jordan got 
little help from his friends. 
Scottie Pippen was next 
highest scorer on the team 
with just 14 points after 
shooting 5-for-20. 

“Scottie didn't find the 
rhythm of his shots a gain 
tonight,” said Chicago 
coach Phil Jackson. He was- 


n't alone, as the Bulls had 
their second lowest points 
total of the season. 

Toni Kukoc was only 5- 
for-13 and 2-for-5 from 
three-point land for 11 
points and Steve Kerr was 
2-for-S — l-for-7 from long 
range — for seven points. 
The Bulls shot just 3-for-26 
from three-point range. 

Overall, the Bulls shot 38 
percent, and without 
Jordan’s ll-for-22 were 
only 18-for-55 — 33 per- 
cent. Seattle shot 42 percent 
in a tightly defended game 
throughout 


Edberg and 
Becker shine, 
Muster 
struggles 
through 

LONDON (R) — Swede 
Stefan Edberg’s resurgence 
in bis final year on the ten- 
nis tour gathered momen- 
tum Rday when he joined 
Boris Becker, Thomas 
Muster and Wayne Ferreira 
in the semifinals of the 
London grass court tourna- 
ment 

' The 30-year-old Edbeig, 
who won this event at 
Queen's Club in 1991, 
inarched into his first tour- 
nament semifinal of the 
year with a 5-7 6-4 6-2 
quarter-final win over 
Ameri can sixth seed Todd 
Martin. 

He will face clay-court 
specialist and top seed 
Muster for a place in 
Sunday’s final. 

World number two 
Muster, 28, had to come off 
the ropes to beat Marie 
Woodforde 1-6 7-5 6-3 in- 
their quarter-final, with the 
Australian then claiming 
Muster had called him a 
“faggot” during the match. 

“He was yelling faggot to 
me. be was saying it 
throughout the match. 1 
don’t take too kindly to 
that,” Woodforde com- 
plained later. “It’s just 
Thomas Muster, be tries 
whatever he can to win.” 

Muster denied the claim. 
“If he’s got something to 
say he should come to me,” 
he said. “I don’t remember 
anything 1 might have said 
to him.” 

Becker, ranked fourth in 
the world and the champi- 
on in 1985, 1987 and 1988. 
showed he was striking 
form at the right time in the 
run-in to Wimbledon with a 
7-5 64 win over Australian 
Patrick Rafter. 

In the se mifinal he will 
meet South African 
Ferreira, the fourth seed 
and winner in 1992* who 
beat another German, 
Michael Sticb, 6-7 6-3 7-6. 

Stich, still coming to 
terms with his defeat in the 
French Open final last 
weekend, was within a 
point of going 5-1 up in the 
last set but then squandered 
his grip on the match. 

Edberg, playing his ninth 
quarter-final in 12 appear- 
ances at the tournament, 
dropped the first set with a 
double fault but then 
picked up the tempo 
against Martin, the 1994 
champion. 

Despite treatment for a 
sore back in the second set, 
the Swede broke twice in 
the third to notch an 
impressive win. 



Drummond impressive in 
U.S Olympic trials 

ATLANTA (R) — Flamboyant Jon Drummond put the 
pressure on America’s veteran sprint corps with a pair of 
superb 100-metre runs friday at the U.S. Olympic trials. 

The 27-year-old Drummond equalled his life time best of 
9.99 seconds in the first round, then clocked 10.00 seconds 
in beating world record-holder Leroy Burrell and eight 
times Olympic champion Carl Lewis in a talent-loaded 
quarterfinal. 

Olympians Dennis Mitchell and Michael Marsh also 
advanced to Saturday’s semifinals. Mitchell won his quar- 
terfinal in 10.08 seconds, and Marsh was second to Jeff 
Williams in 10.07 in their race. 

‘T don’t think today was indicative of how things will go 
tomorrow,” said the 34- year-old Lewis, aiming Saturday to 
become one of America’s three 100-metre competitors in 
the Atlanta Olympics. 

World champion Gwen Torrence and 1992 Olympic gold 
medallist Gail Devers were joined by recent collegiate 
champion D’andre Hill in posting times of 10.99 seconds 
in the speedy quarterfinals of the women's 100 metres. 

Devers was even faster in die first round, clocking 10.96 
seconds to edge Chryste Gaines, who had the same time. 

The day was not as comfortable for heptathlon world 
record holder Jackie Joyner-Kersee. She twisted her left 
ankle while high jumping and led Dedee Nathan by only 69 
points after four events. She also had noticeable problems 
in the 200 metres, but held on to win in 24.27 seconds, 
more than a second slower than her world record. 





Baltimore Orioifes shortstop Cal Ripken Jr. l*eu> anu Z? 

Sachio Kinugasa greet each other prior to Ripken’s 7 216th game, m Kansas uty 

Jane 14. ( Reuters photo) 

Ripken sets another world mark 

KANSAS CITY (R) — Baltimore Orioles shortstop Cal Ripken played in his 2.21 6fe con- 
^Sveg^FriSy in a 6-1 victory over the Kansas City Royals, surpassing former 
Japanese player Sachio Kinugasa’s world mark for consecutive ga^ptoyed. 

T^en tied the record TbiSsday set by the Japanese who P ^.£££15 can- 

secuove games from October 19th, 1970 to October 22nd, 1987 with the Hiroshima Carp 

^ - ■ pre-game ceremony - tag ^ 
Kinugasa throw out the ceremonial first pitch to Ripken. The crowd l gave 1 “ ‘ 

minute standing ovation and he came out for two curtain calls. With the outcome of tbc 
game in our favour, it makes everything a little special, said Ripken, who 
“It was a lot like last September 6th when we were able to win. Unless you ve been lucky 
enou gh to go through that, you don’t understand the embarrassment of it. it s a iitue over- 
whelming at times, I don’t know how to react 
“With the nice video and signs, it brought up some of the same emotions as last 
Septemeber. It was very heartwarming how I was received tonight. I don t have any secrets, 

I rhrnlc this record will be broken someday. If I can do it, somebody else can. . ^ 

The 35-year-old Ripken captivated a nation last year as he chased Lou Gehng s seem- 
ingly unbreakable record of 2, 130 games, finally surpassing the New York Yankees legend 
on September 6th in front of a sellout crowd at Camden Yards. 

Ripken is hitting .275 with 12 homers and 48 RBI in 62 games this season and he has 
picked up his offensive production ever since Baltimore manager Davey Johnson consid- 
ered moving him to third base last month. Kinugasa played third base throughout his 
careen 

A .270 lifetime hitter with 504 career home runs, he was inducted into the Japanese base- 
ball ball of fame five mnnrhc ago. Kinugasa holds central league records for most seasons 
played, at-bats, hit by pitches and hit into double plays. 

Kinugasa retired in 1987 and is now a baseball analyst and a guest lecturer at Hiroshima 
University in Japan- 

In bis streak, Kinugasa batted .274 with 446 home runs and 1,278 RBI. The regular sea- 
son in Japan is 130 games, 32 less than the major leagues. a 

Heading into tonight's game, Ripken has batted .278 with 339 home runs and 1,315 RB7 
in foe 2.215 consecutive games he has played. 


Orioles beat Royals, Brewers trounce A’s 

KANSAS CITY(R) — Mike Mussina pitched a seven-hitter for his second complete game 
of the season and Brady Anderson hit a two-run homer in foe eighth inning as the 
. Baltimore Orioles defeated the Kansas City Royals 6-1 Friday, .. 

_“He just pitched a great ballgame,” Orioles manager Davey Johnson said “This came at 
a dine when we certainly needed it.” - 

Baltimore shortstop Cal Ripken, who went 0-for-4, played in his 2,21 6th consecutive 
game , surpassing Japanese player Sachio Kinugasa’s world mark for consecutive games 
played. Kinugasa was at the game and threw out the first pitch to Ripkea(see separate 
story above). 

In New York, Dwight Gooden allowed a pair of runs in eight innings on the way to his 
third straight win and Derek Jeter broke a sixth-inning tie with a two-run single as the New 
York Yankees held off the Cleveland Indians 4-3. 

In Boston, Mo Vaughn hit a solo homer to snap an eighth-inning tie as foe Boston Red 
Sox defeated the Texas Rangers 4-3 for tbeir fourth consecutive victory. 

With the score tied at 3-3, Vaughn belted a 2-2 pitch from Rangers starter Bobby Witt (6 
5) over foe left-centre field wall for the go-ahead run. It was Vaughn’s 23rd homer. 

Jose Canseco hit his 20fo borne run. 

In Milwaukee, Greg Vaughn hit a three-run homer and ricky bones allowed six hits over 
seven-plus innings as the Milwaukee Brewers continued their dominance of foe Oakland 
Athletics with a 6-2 victory. 

Vaughn’s 14th homer came in the fourth inning and erased a 2-0 deficit for the Brewers. 

In Minnisota, Tony dark homered to snap a sixth-inning tie and Chris Gomez and 
Curtis each drove in runs in foe frame as the Detroit Tigers held off the Minnesota Twins 
54. 

At California, Randy Velarde missed foe cycle by a triple and Garret Anderson doubled 
twice and drove in a pair of runs to pace foe California Angels to their sixth straight win, 
a 74 victory over foe Toronto Blue Jays. 

In Seattle, Wilson Alvarez allowed five hits in 7-1/3 innings and Lyle Mouton drove in 
two runs as foe Chicago White Sox snapped a two-game losing streak with a 4-1 victory 
over the Seattle Mariners. 

Braves beat Dodgers 

John Smoltz allowed five hits over eight scoreless innings to become the first 13-game 
winner m foe majors, and Ryan Klesko and Dwight Smith hit solo homers to lead the 
Atlanta Braves to a 3-1 victory over foe Los Angeles Dodgers Friday. 

In Chicago, Steve Trachsel allowed five bits over 7-1/3 innings and Sammy Sosa hit bis 
league-leading 22nd homer and scored twice to lift the Chicago Cubs to a 5-1 victory over 
the San Diego Padres, who have lost eight straight games. 

Trachsel (54) struck out four and walked one. 

In Cincinnati, Pedro Martinez pitched a fonr-hitter with a career-high 1 1 strikeouts and 
Morses Alou homered and drove in two runs as foe Montreal Expos cruised to foeir third 
straight victory, a 6-1 ram-delayed win over foe Cincinnati Reds. 

111 lw0_ ™ sifgie in the ninth inning plated the tying and winning _ . 

nms as the Pittsburgh Pirates rallied from a four-run deficit to defeat the Florida Marling 

In St Louis, Gary Gaetti hit two home runs, including a grand slam, and Ron Gant igpit- 
^^1^134* 111111118 4 lCad0ff h0mer 88 St Cffldlnals routed foe New 

J2 «**“■*« this season, hit his 10th career lead- 

who w™ ^ seven,h homer ofihe yearf0rGant 

At Colorado, Trenidad Hubbani’s RBI double broke a tie and started a four-nut sixth 

10 “* Btf Ms *•** “° 13 for Colorado. Young h 

four doubles and Craig 
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Before 

Bruce Willis 

CONCORD “1" 

Clint Eastwood & Meryl Streep 

Sunrise 

in 

Die Hard 3 

* The Bridges of 
Madison County 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10.30 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:30, 8:30. 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 


*Batman For Ever 



Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Will shortly present Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in a play entitled 

Five-Star 

Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 



THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 

at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 
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Classy Croatia aim to 
Improve against champions 
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) SHEFFELJD (R) — Talented but injury-hit 
Croatia are looking for a vastly unproved 
performance against holders Denmark in a 
Euro 96 Group D match Sunday. 

Their disjointed performance in the 1-0 
win over Thrkey Tuesday means that so far 
they are seen as one of the competition’s 
• mKfer-acheivers. “It can only get better,” 
admitted coach Miroslav Blazevic. 

At least Croatia have three points in the 
.bag, unlike Denmark who could only draw 
1-1 .with Portugal on Sunday and were 
saved from defeat by goalkeeper Peter 
Schmeichel. 

The pressure on both sides increased 
' when Portugal beat Turkey 1-0 Friday and 
Denmark coach Richard Moeller Nielsen is 
expected to make changes. 

Striker Mikkel Beck was Qot impressive 
against Portugal and may lose his place to 
surprise inclusion Soeren Andersen, capped 
only three times. 

Andersen had not expected to even make 
the squad for the tournament and had to . 
cancel a holiday to take part. It could be a 


good omen for Denmark — nearly all their 
players were on holiday when they received 
the late call to replace Yugoslavia m 1992 
and went on to lift the trophy. 

Veteran midfielder Kim Vilfort may also 
gain a place after missing the game against 
Portugal. 

“They have some experienced players but 
we always go for a win, it’s the only way 
we know how to play,” said Moeller 
Nielsen. “Others can go for a point but I 
think that’s too dangerous.” 

Of Croatia’s performance against Turkey, 
he said “maybe that’s their strategy. They 
bided their time and waited for their oppor- 
tunity. That shows the team is experienced 
and eleven” 

Croatia’s injury list includes pLaymaker 
Zvonimir Boban and strikers Alen Boksic 
and Marc Stimac, although all three are to 
considered to have a chance of playing. 

Goran Vlaovic, who came on to score the 
spectacular winner against Turkey, stands 
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Sacchi has 
fno regrets 
about team 
changes 

LIVERPOOL (R) — Italy 
coach Arrigo Sacchi bad no 
regrets about the controver- 
sial changes to his team, 
despite Friday’s 2-1 Euro 
96 loss to the Czech Repub^ 
He. 

“1 would do the same 
again whether we had won 
or lost,” said Sacchi, who 
made five changes in the 
starting line-up from the 
side which beat Russia 2-1 
on Tuesday. 

“We trial to play those 
players who were in the 
£best condition on the night 
The important tiling is to 
make the right choices” 
said Sacchi who is known, 
and often criticised at 
home, far ringing the 
changes in his side. 

Enrico Chiesa, who start- 
ed instead of Pierluigi 
Casaraghi,, scorer of both-- 
''' 1 goals' agjMosr Russia, jttsfa— = 
fied Sacchi’s choice with 
his 18th-minute equal isier 
against the Czechs. 

But be mis sed several 
other chances and was sub- 
stituted by Gianfranco Zola 
in the 77th minute. 

Sacchi blamed the whole 
team for defeat and said 
they disintegrated after the 
sending-off of defender 
Luigi Apolloni in the 29th 
minute for collecting a sec- 
- ond yellow card for a tackle 
ftfrom behind on Pavel Kuka. 

“After our equalizer the 
team started playing a slow 
game, they weren’t press- 
ing and they weren’t fast 
The passing was sterile,” 
Sacchi said. 

“Then things got more 
complicated with the send- 
ing-off of Apolloni and they 
got into tactical disorder on 
the pitch. At this level you 
cannot concede that sort of 
advantage to the opposi- 
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tion. 

“Things did improve in 
the second half and because 
of the quality of play I 
believe we deserved a 
draw” he added. 

Sacchi criticised the 
schedule which saw Italy 
play their first two Group C 
matches within four days 
while their rivals Germany 
were given a week. 

“Germany certainly had a 
more favourable calendar 
than us. They played before 
us and had a longer rest and 
have been able to see what 
our results are ” 

Czech coach Dusan Uhrin 
said his team had tried to 
out-think the Italians and 
had deliberately caught 
them in the offside trap to 
set up the fourth-minute 
goal by Pavel Nedved. 

“We practised that and 


knew the Italians would 
play the offside trap,” he 
said. 

He said he was not sur- 
prised by the Italians’ line- 
up. ‘7 thought there would 
be two or three changes 
because of the short time- 
lag between games. 

“The Italians proved that 
even with 10 players they 
can play their game." 

Midfielder Patrik Berger 
concurred. “The Italians 
played a brilliant game but 
we were very disciplined 
and vigorous and that kept 
us in it,” he said. 

Could they now beat the 
Russians next Wednesday? 
“Yes, we have to — there is 
nothing else for us to do,” 
Berger said 
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‘Becker 
wants to be 
Lord of 
Wimbledon’ 


LONDON (R)— Triple 
Wimbledon tennis champi- 
on Boris Becker may buy 
his next title — Lord of 
Wimbledon — from 
princess Diana’s brother, 
according to British news- 
papers. 

The German who at the 
age of 17 became the 
youngest winner ever of 
the men’s title in 1985 is 
interested in the ancient 
title being put up for sale 
by Eari Spencer, brother of- 
the estranged wife of heir 
to the throne Prince 
Charles. 

The honorary aristocratic 
tide that has been in the 
Spencer family for 200 
years is expected to fetch 
up to 50.000 pounds 
($75,000) at an auction 
being staged during this 
month’s Wimbledon cham- 
pionship. 

The title would once have 
been held by the local lord 
of the man or but nowadays 
it carries no property or 
privileges. 


FURNISHED FLAT 

JabaJ El Weibdeh, near Terra Sancta, spa- 
cious and nice, 200 sq.m., 3 bedrooms, 
centrally heated, private phone. 

Call owner 845345 or 635631 



AMMAN 

BACCALAUREATE 

SCHOOL 


Amman Baccalaureate School invites applications for 
the 1996/1997 academic year from energetic, qualified 
and experienced: 

1- SENIOR SCHOOL. ARABIC TEACHER for the 
IGCSE and IB programmes. 

2- SCIENCE LAB, TECHNICIAN: Applicants should 
have knowledge of general laboratory techniques, but 
preference will be given to those with experience in 
physics/electronics. 

** Applicants should be bilingual, in Arabic and English. 

3- SENIOR SCHOOL ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
[TEACHER 

** Applicants should be native speakers. 

• TEACHERS WHO HAVE ALREADY APPLIED THIS 
YEAR DO NOT NEED TO APPLY AGAIN. 

Application forms may be obtained from the school’s 
reception desk, phone 845572, 847191-2-3, 831502, and 
should be submitted before Wednesday 19 June 1996 
with a personal photo. 



British children line-up to get autographs from the German national team following 
a practice session in preparation for their match against Russia Sunday (Reuters 
photo) 

Klinsmann back to lead 
Germany against Russia today 


MANCHESTER (R) — 
Germany welcome back 
captain and chief marks- 
man Juergen Klinsmann 
with open arms as they bid 
to take the initiative in 
European Championship 
Group C with a victory over 
Russia on Sunday. 

The Bayern Munich strik- 
er played a key role in the 
Germans* qualifying cam- 
paign but missed last week- 
end’s opening 2-0 victory 
over the Czech Republic 
because of suspension. 

Coach Berti Vogts is 
clearly relieved to have the ' 
former Tottenham Hotspur 
favourite back in his line-up 
because of his tactical abil- 
ities as well as bis gift to 
score crucial goals when it 
matters. 

“Juergen is the leading 
personality in our team. He 
is a commanding figure, not 
just in attack but in our 
defensive play as well.” 
Vogts said. “He is a very 
important motivator.” 

Vogts’s team have a great 
chance to go top of the 
grouMi/h six points after 
Italyi? upset defeat by the 
Czechs at Airfield on Fri- 


day. A victory would help 
the Germans take a huge 
step towards the quarter- 
finals. 

The 1 990 World Cup win- 
ners have adopted aggres- 
sive pressing tactics in 
recent seasons and they will 
put the Russians under 
pressure from the moment 
their defenders gain the ball 
deep in their own half. 
Vogts said he was not wor- 
ried that six of his players 
have yellow cards from the 
first game, including wing- 
backs Christian Ziege ami 
Stefan Reuter and defender 
Markus Babbel. They cer- 
tainly will not be afraid to 
close down the Russians, he 
said. 

‘There is no rule about 
not being able to close 
down players when you 
have a yellow card, "be said. 
“We are very happy at the 
moment and we’re all in 
good shape. We have a 
good chance of beating the 
Russians.” 

Vogts has been refusing to 
name his team in advance 
but no major changes are 
expected. At the back 
Babbel will play from the 


start in place of veteran 
Juergen Kohler who has 
been knocked out of the 
tournament with a knee 
injury. Italy-based striker 
Oliver Bierhoff could gex 
the nod over veteran Stefan 
Kun rz to partner Klinsmann 
up front The Russians also 
welcome back key defender 
Yuri Nikiforov after sus- 
pension and coach Oleg 
Romantsev may be tempted 
to play forward Sergei 
Kiiyakov from the start. 

After coming on as a sub- 
stitute, Kiryakov had a 
superb second half against 
Italy down the right flank. 
He also knows the German 
players well since he earns 
his living in the Bundesliga 
with Karlsruhe. The Rus- 
sians said some of their 
players were not in the right 
frame of mind when they 
lost to the Italians. That is 
unlikely to be the case at 
Old Trafford. 

’This is do or die for us. 
Make or break. It is by far 
our most important match.” 
said their Everton midfield- 
er Andrei KancSbelskis. 




Euro 96 


England set 
for last eight 

LONDON (R) — A diving header from Alan Shearer and 
a stunning volley from Paul Gascoigne gave England a 
hard-fought 2-0 win over “auld enemy” Scotland at Wem- 
bley Stadium On Saturday. 

It was the biggest international played in Britain since the 
1966 World Cup final. 

The victory virtually guarantees the hosts a place in the 
last eight of Euro 96 and means that Scotland's interest will 
almost certainly end aftei their last Group A match against 
Switzerland next Tuesday. 

The match turned in three dramatic minutes late in the 
game after Scotland skipper Gary McAllister saw his 77th 
minute penalty saved by David Seaman. 

Still reeling from the disappointment of that miss, Scot- 
land failed to cut out a Darren Anderton pass tc. Gascoigne, 
who swept the ball over Colin Hendry's head, ran round the 
Blackburn defender and smashed the ball past Andy Goraro 
for England’s second goal. 

Shearer, who scored for England in their 1-1 draw against 
Switzerland last Saturday, opened the scoring again after 
53 minutes when he dived at the far post to head home a 
cross from Gary Neville. 

England manager Terry Venables said: "We won with two 
great goals — Gazza’s was brilliant. We played superbly in 
the second half.” 

Scottish manager Craig Brown added: “The penalty was 
the turning poinL If we'd have scored that we probably 
would have won.” 

Gascoigne. Scotland's footballer of the year after helping 
Glasgow Rangers win the double last season, was one of a 
number of England players who came alive after the break. 

Just as in England’s opening match against Switzerland, 
the hosts were like two different teams in each half but. in 
contrast to last week, they saved their best for the second 
half in which they played better than they have done for 
months. 

There was also a striking similarity with last week’s 
match in that after England went ahead, their opponents 
were awarded a penalty. 

Italian referee Pierluigi Pairetio judged that Tony Adams 
had hauled down Gordon Durie after 77 minutes, to the 
delight of the Scottish supporters behind the goal. 

But their joy was short-lived as Seaman half-elbowed and 
half-punched McAllister's hard-hit kick high over his 
crossbar. leaving Scotland still looking at the end for their 
first goal in five matches. 

But Scotland's failure to find the net — Durie watched in 
disbelief as Seaman appeared to suspend himself in mid-air 
and scoop a header to safety after 66 minutes — consigned 
them to defeat for the 44th time in the 108th meeting 
between the countries, and the first since 1989. 


Furnished Second Floor For Rent 


3 bedroom, 3 bathrooms, salon, dining room and 
sitting, wide entrance, wide kitchen with wood 
equipped, house made room with its bath room, 
•private phone, central heating, new Italian furniture 
with American elect, equipment. 

..Location: Airport Highway, 7th Circle near* 

— AltifU Hospital, Tel: 814958 , 859318 — 


FURNISHED APARTMENT IN 
WESTERN SHMEISANI FOR RENT 

220 sq.m., second floor apartment, consisting of three 
bedrooms, guest room, living room, veranda, 
independent central heating, telephone, maid room, 
spacious kitchen and luxurious furniture. 

Please call Tel: 665711, 664256 


r FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT ' 

Deluxe-furnished apartment consisting of 2 bedrooms, sitting, dining wife central heating 
and telephone. Annual rent. 

Location: Shmeisani, near Aram ex and Philadelphia Hotel. 

^ Please call Tel: 664839, between 10:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. , 


r CARS FOR SALE (DUTY UNPAID)^ 

* Ford Taurus LX 1 989 model, fully automatic wife full options. 
'Toyota Corolla 1.6 Litres, 1991 model, air conditioned, 

16 valves. 

Both In excellent condition. 

Tel: 670619 


Three FurnisliecF Apartments 

Each consists of. 

One bedroom, living room, kitchen & bath. 
Location: Jabal Amman between 3rd & 4th Circles. 
Tel: 667862-642351 
Annual rent only. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 


Leading Foreign Enterprise 
of the Technical Sector 

seeks to employ as soon as possible additional 
staff with the Tollowing qualifications : 


■ LAND SURVEYOR 

Uiflti experience In public works 

and should have a drilling license. 


■ TOPOGRAPHICAL DRAFTS MAN 
lit j 111 S years experience In HUTU CRD. 


■ ACCOUNTANT 

With at least 3 gears experience, 

Computer literate in Excel 6- world. 


Rll candidates with good command 
in English is an advantage. 

Please do apply only in English. Qualified candidates 
are ask to to send their C-U. and an accompanying letter 
with a clear statement or the wanted job to the 

Personnel Manager, Fax No.: 701402 


By Public Demand An Extra Show of “BEDSIDE MANNERS” 
at Forte Grand Amman 
Doors Open 2:15pm Show starts 3:00pm Prompt 
Tickets 12JD inclusive Theatre Only Sunday 16th June 1996 

Tin Briah Aimp Ttaoc u Tht Fora fowl. Amman pmcon 
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45 parties, 16 independents 
apply for Bosnia elections 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Forty -five political parties 
and 16 independent can- 

didates have submitted 
applications for the upcom- 
ing Bosnian elections, an 
official of the Organisation 
for Security and Coopera- 
tion in Europe (OSCE) said 
Saturday. 

Joanna van VTiet, senior 
advisor for public relations 
of the OSCE mission in 
Bosnia, said the applicants 
had submitted their applica- 
tions by the deadline that 
expired at 5:00 p.m. (1500 
GMT) Friday. 

Under the Dayton peace 
accord, a series of elections 
are to be held by Sept. 14 
in both entities that com- 
pose Bosnia- Herzegovina 
— the Republika Srpska 
and the Croat-Muslim fed- 
eration. 

Ms. Van Vliet declined to 
say how many applied from_ 
each of the entities until a 
1 3-day checking procedure 
is completed. 

“We decided not to give 
breakdown or the names of 
the parties until the appeals 
period is over” Ms. Van 
Vliet said. 

It will take the OSCE 
seven days to check 
whether the lists contain the 
required number of signa- 
tures, after which parties 
that are rejected have a 
three-day period in which 
to appeal. Election sub- 
comissions then have three 
days to decide on disputes. 

Ms. Van Vliet called the 
application process “a sig- 
nificant step forward in 
giving the opportunity to 
citizens of Bosnia-Hexze- 
govina to participate in 
democratic elections.’' 

“It might be that this, is 
not an exact number and 


that additional parties may 
be added to the list,” she 
added, since the OSCE was 
updating information Satur- 
day with reports from its 
regional centres throughout 
the country. The total num- 
ber of applicants giveD on 
Friday was 31. 

NATO Secretary General 
Javier Solana said Satur- 
day the alliance would do 
its best to make a success of 
the Bosnian elections after 
international mediators 
scheduled the polls for mid- 
September. 

**We are going to do our 
best within our abilities so 
that the elections are pre- 
pared and are a success," be 
told reporters in Sarajevo 
after meeting Bosnian Pres- 
ident AJija Izetbegovic. 

Mr. Solana, accompanied 
by NATO'S supreme allied 
commander General 
George Joulwan and NATO_ 
commander in Bosnia 
A dmira l Leighton Smith, 
arrived in the Bosnian capi- 
tal from Zagreb. 

“We are approaching the 
mid-term of our mission. 
On Monday it will be 
D+180 and we wanted to 
evaluate in theatre how 
things were going and to 
prepare the second phase" 
Mr. Solana said. 

“D" designates the date of 
the first deployment of 
NATO-led peace Imple- 
mentation Force in Bosnia 
last December days after 
the Dayton peace accord 
was signed in Paris. 

Mr. Solana’s tour follows 
Friday’s conference of 
mediators and the Bosnian 
sides in Florence which 
reviewed the Dayton peace 
process after six months. 

The conference recom- 
mended elections for multi- 


ethnic institutions should 
take place on Sept. 14, 
despite widespread human 
rights abuses and violations 
of the Dayton accord. 

But Washington and its 
allies argued it was better to 
hold faulty elections than 
none at all because any 
delay would help sepa- 
ratists partition the country. 

Mr. Solana said NATO 
will provide security in 
Bosnia for the elections. 

“We are going to continue 
guaranteeing the freedom 
of movement for everybody 
with tiie exception of those 
who do not deserve that,” 
he said referring to indicted 
war criminals. 

U.S. serves notice 

The U.S. coordinator for 
ex- Yugoslavia on Saturday 
told Serbian President Slo- 
bodan Milosevic that Wash- 
ington wants hardline 
Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic ousted 
from power in the coming 
weeks. 

John Komblnm told 
reporters that he stressed to 
Mr. Milosevic the need to 
implement decisions made 
at this week's Bosnian 
peace conference on elec- 
tions, a disa rmam ent agree- 
ment and the removal of 
Mr. Karadzic. 

“I stressed to him very 
strongly the expectations of 
the United States and the 
international community 
and I told him that the 
patience of the international 
community on many 
aspects of the implementa- 
tion were be ginnin g to wear 
thin," said Mr. Kornblum, 
U.S. assistant secretary of 
state for European affairs. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Edde, Aoun call for election boycott 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Two key 
Lebanese Christian opposi- 
tion leaders on Saturday 
called for a boycott of legisla- 
tive elections expected this 
fall in protest over a new 
election law winch the gov- 
ernment hoped to vote next 
week. 

The draft law calls for elec- 
tions in all five govemaraies 
of Lebanon with the excep- 
tion of Mount Lebanon — a 
Christian-dominated region 
with a Druze minority — 
where elections will be held 
on the basis of its six districts. 

The revised law was taken 
to appease Druze leader 
Walid Junblatt who feared 
elections on a five-gover- 
n orate basis could under- 
mine his leadership over the 
Druze community which is 
also contested by die rival 
Arslan clan. 

No official date has been 
announced for the elections 
but they are widely expected 


to take place between the end 
of August and the beginning 
of October: 

Calls to boycott the polls 
were made by Christian 
opposition leaders Raymond 
Edde, who beads the Nation- 
al Bloc, aid Michel Aoun, a 
renegade army general who 
headed the government from 
1987-1988. 

Both live in exile in France. 

Mr Edde denounced the 
draft law, saying it got the 
green light after a meeting 
last week in Damascus 
between President Elias 
Hrawi and Syrian counterpart 
Hafez A1 Assad, whose coun- 
try wields great influence 
over Lebanon. 

“How can we pretend 
therefore that the next elec- 
tions will be free and democ- 
ratic,” he asked, recalling dial 
be had also spearheaded a 
massive boycott by Chris- 
tians of the 1992 elections. 

“My aim is to give world 


democracies the proof that 
the Lebanese people, once 
again, refuse to take part in 
polls directed and supervised 
by the Syrian authority,” Ml 
Edde said in a message pub- 
lished by the Beirut press. 

He also slammed Israeli 
occupation of a buffer zone in 
South Lebanon and urged the 
Lebanese people to abstain 
from voting “for the sake of 
your dignity.” 

Ml Aoun, meanwhile, told 
A1 Safir newspaper “I will 
boycott the . elections 
because the draft law, if it is 
passed, resembles the poli- 
cies of apartheid in South 
Africa.” 

Both men enjoy popular 
support in Lebanon- 

Foreign Minister Fares 
Bouez, in a radio talk show 
Saturday, charged that the 
draft law violated the consti- 
tution and expected Chris- 
tians to oppose it 


Iranian media condemn 


U.S. for sanctions bill 


TEHRAN (R) — An Iran- 
ian newspaper on Saturday 
denounced a bill strength- 
ening U.S. sanctions against 
Iran, saying it was inspired 
by “Zionist forces" and 
doomed to fail. 

The bill “indicates that the 
Zionist forces are once 
again at work to influence 
presidential elections in the 
United States," the Tehran 
Times said in an editorial 
headlined “U.S. Secondary 
Sanctions: Flogging a Dead 
Horse." 

It is “doomed for failure 
for three reasons: Iran’s 
strength, enabling it to off- 
set the sanctions vociferous 
international reactions to 
the U.S. domineering ten- 
dencies and the opposition 
of U.S. entrepreneurs, 
industrialists and academics 
to the Zionist-influenced 
sanctions,’’ the English-lan- 
guage newspaper said. 

A House of Representa- 
tives committee on Thurs- 
day approved a compro- 
mise bill boosting U.S. 
sanctions on Iran and Libya 
but giving the president 
considerable latitude in car- 
tying them oul 

The compromise bill, con- 
siderably modified from an 


earlier tougher version, 
would target third country 
citizens investing in Iran 
and Libya, which Washing- 
ton calls terrorist states. 

The bill would target for 
sanctions persons investing 
at least $40 million in a sin- 
gle year to significantly 
advance the oil industries 
of Iran or Libya. 

Washington's European 
allies have reacted with 
anger to the pending Iran- 
Libya bill and to Cuba sanc- 
tions legislation recently 
signed into law. 

Tehran has denied the ter- 
rorism charges and says 
U.S. companies have been 
the biggest losers in the 
affair because they have 
been frozen out of lucrative 
contracts with Iran, 

‘The world community 
has realised today that no 
country should assume that 
it has the right to tell com- 
panies in other countries 
how they should behave in 
the Third World," the 
Tehran Times said. 

The U.S. move is “con- 
trary to the provisions of the 
World Trade Organisation 
(WTO) and could destroy 
free commerce” the paper 
added. “We are sure Euro- 


pean and other industrial 
countries will not allow it" 

The limes described die 
authors of the bill as a 
“bunch of crooks totally 
subjected to the influence of 
Zionist pressure groups." 

Republican Senator 
Alfonse D’ Amato was a key 
proponent of the measure 
which was pushed through 
Congress with the help of 
the American Israel Public 
Affairs Committee, the 
largest pro-Israel lobbying 
group in the United States. 

The United States, has 
repeatedly called on its 
Western allies to join its 
year-long embargo to iso- 
late the Islamic republic. 

But the European Union 
has resisted the pressure 
opting instead for a “criti- 
cal dialogue” to moderate 
Iran’s stand. 

“Europe has already 
reacted with anger and con- 
tinues its so-called ‘critical 
dialogue’ with Iran,” said 
the moderate daily Iran 
News. “We are sure that 
Europe will follow its own 
interests and give an appro- 
priate response to Clinton’s 
short-sighted policy” on 
Iran. 



KURDS DEMONSTRATE: Kurds stage a rally against Turkey’s policy on Kurdistan and the ban of tbeKurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) in Germany, in central Hamburg, on Saturday. The rally drew more than 40,000 people 
(Reuters photo) 


Husseini: Arabs must 


U.S. seeks strong ties with 


adopt a clear position 


new Israeli government 


DOHA (Agencies) - A 
senior Palestinian official 
said Saturday that the Arabs 
must adopt a clear position 
toward. Israel before the 
hard-line prime minister- 
elect, Benyamin Netanyahu, 
officially takes over. 

Faisal Husseini, minister 
for Jerusalem affairs in 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat’s cabinet, said this 
was essential "so that the 
situation does not deteriorate 
at this juncture after Mr. 
Netanyahu's assumption of 
the premiership 

Mil Husseini, who arrived 
in Doha late Friday on the 
first leg of a Gulf tour, said 
he hoped that the Arab sum- 
mit due to convene in Cairo 
on June 21 will take well- 
defined positions on 
Jerusalem and the return of 
Arab land by Israel under 
the Middle East peace 
process. 

Arab countries have been 
alarmed by Mr. Netanyahu’s 
May 29 election victory over 
Shimon Peres, a key archi- 
tect of the peace effort 

Mr. Netanyahu has 
declared he opposes trading 
land for peace with the 
Arabs, has vowed to keep 
Jem salem “united under 
Israeli sovereignty” and says 
he opposes the creation of an 
independent Palestinian 
state. 

The Palestinians want East 
Jerusalem as the capital of 


the state to which they aspire 
in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

Mr. Netanyahu has also 
declared that Israel will not 
relinquish the Golan 
Heights, a strategic escarp- 
ment it seized in the 1967 
war from Syria in 1967. 

Mr. Husseini said it was 
important to see what Ml 
N etanyahu will do on 
those fundamental issues 
once be takes office. 

”We should not pre-judge, 
even if we have our own 
vision, until we see the 
practices of the new Israeli 
government on the ground," 
he said. 

Ml Husseini, a memb er of 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Execu- 
tive Committee, said on Fri- 
day at Cairo ajrport be 
would discuss Palestinian 
claims over Jerusalem and 
“the Arab-Israeli confronta- 
tion, and the peace process 
and its development.” 

Mr. Husseini told reporters 
before heading for the Gulf. 
“We are asking for a clear 
and definite Arab position 
on the Palestinian issue and 
the question of Jerusalem.” 

Oman and Qatar have 
been building ties with Israel 
but other Gulf Arab stales 

have taken a harder line, rul- 
ing out any normalisation 
with the Jewish state before 
comprehensive peace has 
been reached in the region. 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
The United States hopes to 
buikl ties with the govern- 
ment of Israeli Prime Min- 
ister-elect Benyamin 
Netanyahu that are as close 
as the bonds Washington 
enjoyed with the former 
leaders. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher said 
Friday. 

“The United States will 
work closely with Israel’s 
new government,” Mr. 
Christopher said in a major 
policy address to the 
Council on Foreign Rela- 
tions here. 

The administration had 
close relations with the gov- 
ernments of Prime Minis- 
ters Shimon Peres and his 
slain predecessor Yitzhak 
Rabin, said Ml Christo- 
pher 

“ We hope to build an 
equally strong and produc- 
tive relationship with the 
new Israeli p rime minister 
and bis team,” he added. 

The top diplomat asserted 
that the United States 
remained committed to 
help Israel and the Pales- 
tinians implement two 
landmark peace accords and 
would work to strengthen 
Israeli agreements with 
Egypt and Jordan. 

“We will continue to work 
toward a comprehensive 
peace through a resump- 
tion of negotiations 
between Israel and Syria 


and between Israel and 
Lebanon ” Mr. Christopher 
stated. 

His speech came as Mr. 
Netanyahu put the finishing 
touches to a right-wing 
cabinet winch he was to 
unveil at Monday’s opening 
session of the 120-seat par- 
liament. 

The leader of the right- 
wing Likud Party defeated 
Mr. Peres despite Wash- 
ington’s strong support for 
the Labour Party leader as 
the guarantor of Israel's 
commitment to the Middle 
East peace process. Mr. 
Christopher called on Arab 
countries ahead of their 
meeting in Cairo on June 
21-23 “not to pre-judge the 
new government in Israel" 
and “to avoid actions or 
statements that close doors 
and risk polarising the sit- 
uation and raising ten- 
sions.” 

Noting that peace in the 
Middle East would pave die 
way to prosperity. Ml 
C hristopher urged Israel to 
broaden trade with Jordan 
and its economic relation- 
ship with the West Bank 
and Gaza. 

He added that the new 
Middle East Development 
Bank will open offices at 
the next Mideast economic 
summit in Cairo this fall. 

The bank was established 
in October but it has yet to 
find firm financial backing. 


Mubarak cautions journalists to ‘respect values’ 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
cautioned the press on Sat- 
urday to “respect society’s 
values” after ordering his 
government to drop a con- 
troversial press law decried 
by journalists as repressive. 

Mr. Mubarak asked “only 
that journalists respect soci- 
ety’s values and that their 
future criti cisms agains t 
corruption do not attack the 
private lives of individuals 
or the prestige of state Insti- 
tutions.” 

Ml Mubarak made the 
comments during a meeting 
with the executive council 
of the journalists union and 
other intellectuals, Infor- 


ISTANBUL <R) — The 
U.N. Conference on Cities 
ended on a low note on Sat- 
urday after haggling over 
the Middle East, bousing 
rights and abortion 
obscured success in raising 
the profile of much- 
maligned local authorities. 

A heated row over refer- 
ences to Middle East dis- 
putes between developing 
countries and the developed 
world, which threatened to 
derail a final agreement at 
the Habitat Q conference, 
was defused by a last- 
minute compromise late on 
Friday night. 

Habitat n Secretary-Gen- 
eral Wally N’dow, visibly 
relieved at the adoption of 
the agenda, played down 
the wrangling to focus on 


□ration Minister Safwat Al- 
Sherif told the press. 

The president, “with his 
refusal to affront freedom of 
the press”, had. “ordered 
his government to put for- 
ward a new draft law” 
which reduces penalties for 
“press crimes”, including 
libel, back to their level 
before a 1995 law which 
greatly stiffened them. 

The 1995 law imposed 
penalties of up to 15 years 
in prison for libel and raised 
an unprecedented protest by 
journalists. Two weeks ago, 
a new draft law was put 
before parliament to replace 
it, but journalists com- 
plained it was no better 


“Respect of journalistic 
traditions is the truest guar- 
antee protecting society 
against any irregularities” 
by journalists,” Ml 
M ubarak said, quoted by 
Ml Sherif. 

Ml Mubarak ordered the 
new law put to parliame nt 
on Thursday after intense 
protests by the union to the 
first replacement law, 
including a planned sit-in at 
parliament and a mass res- 
ignation by the union lead- 
ership. 

Union President Ibrahim 
Nafie, also head of Egypt’s 
largest government paper 
A1 Ahram, said Saturday the 
“government has accepted 


in the new draft law six arti- 
cles” demanded by jour- 
nalists. 

“The adoption of the other 
articles will be examined 
during a meeting on Sun- 
day between the union 
council and Prime Minister 
Kama! Al-Janzuri he said. 
One union leader, Salab 
Eissa, said the new law 
reduces the harsh prison 
terms, but maintains the 
heavy fines imposed by the 
J995 law, which reached up 
to $4,000 for libel. Both the 
government and opposition 
press hailed Ml Mubarak 
on Saturday for bis inter- 
vention in the crisis. 


ing mars end of U.N. Conference on Cities 


the conference’s achieve- 
ments. “It’s natural to have 
such troubles,” Mr. N’dow 
told reporters. “But this is a 
new era of solidarity, a new 
era of cooperation ” 

The conference end was 
delayed until early Satur- 
day from Friday afternoon 
by the dispute. 

The U.S. bitterly opposed 
a wording Arab countries 
wanted to include in the 
final declaration condemn- 
ing foreign occupation of 
land, with implications for 
Israel and the Middle East 
peace process. 

•This is a political issue 
that belongs in the Security 
CoundL It doesn't belong 
in a human settlements con- 
ference ” top U.S. women’s 
rights campaigner Bella 


Abzug told Reuters. 

Discussion on how to deal 
with pollution, poverty and 
overcrowding in megacities 
for the next millenium were 
often overshadowed by 
side issues. 

The U-N. says that by the . 
year 2025, urban dwellers 
are expected to number 
around five billion. Eighty 
per cent of them will live in 
developing countries. 

A housing rights dispute 
between the U.S. and devel- 
oping countries, backed by 
the European Union, was 
resolved last week by a 
compromise wording 
which fell short of obliging 
governments to providing 
bousing for the poor. 

The Vatican and Washing- 
ton also clashed over refer- 


ences to reproductive 
health care that implied that 
children could have state- 
paid abortions without 
parental consent 

Mr. N’dow sought to 
smooth over the disputes in 
his last address to dele- 
gates, stressing Habitat .II 
had forged a pioneering 
link between government 
and non-governmental 
groups, giving local 
authorities an official U.N. 
platform for the first time. 

The success of this part- 
nership in Istanbul prompt- 
ed U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali to weigh giv- 
ing an official voice to 
municipalities in future 
U.N. discussions, a senior 
U.S. official said. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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‘Queen Elizabeth 
to pass duties to 
Charles 1 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
Queen Elizabeth plans to 
pass most of her duties on 
to heir to the throne Prince 
Charles as she gets older, 
the Daily Express said. The 
newspaper said an uo- 
named courtier had told 
one of its reporters: “Al- 
though (he queen will ne- 
ver abdicate, as Her Ma- 
jesty gets older site will 
devolve more and more 
responsibility io the Prince 
of Wales." The queen cele- 
brates her official 70th 
birthday Saturday. The 
courtier said the queen had 
discussed her intentions 
-with Prince Charles, 47, 
currently in divorce negoti- 
ations with his estranged 
wife Princess Diana. Sor'j 
newspapers have speculat- 
ed that the queen might be 
reluctant to see her son 
inherit the throne in view 
of his marital troubles. 

Minister 
intervenes in 






name row 


COPENHAGEN (AFP) — , 

For Pia Agergaard it was 
not so much a question of 4 
minding her P’s and Q's, 
more a matter of P’s and ^ •?: 
H’s — a question which " 3 
took nine years of court 
wrangling and a ministerial 
intervention to resolve. 

Mrs. Agergaard, mother of 
a nine-year-old boy, has . 
finally won her battle to . 
call him Christophpher — 
with a double “ph." The 
ministerial intervention . . 
came Wednesday from 
Interior and Religious Af- - 
fairs Minister Birte Weiss 
who decided enough was 
enough and relaxed a 1982 ? 
law outlawing ridiculous 
names. For Mrs. agergaard, 
from Grenaa in the centre 
of Denmark, life with 
Christophpher has been a 
costly joust with the wind- 
mill of the law, costing her 
court fines of 100 kroner 
($16.8) a week since 1989. 
Exclusivity doesn't come 
cheap. In February, the ^ 
court raised the fine to 500 * -A 
kroner a week. The minis- ‘ 
ter said Wednesday it was 
time to allow greater flexi- 
bility in the names pareigs 
could give their child*®, 
though she cautioned par- 
ents to spare a thought for ' 
the children lumbered with 
the name. 


C- 

v. 


Canada to ban 


surrogate 
motherhood t . 

OTTAWA (R) — Canadian ... 

Health Minister David 
Dingwall introduced legis- : : ' ■ 
latioo Friday to ban several '.r - 
controversial reproductive ~ ’ Nr - ■; 
and genetic practices like ^ 
paying someone else to 
have your baby. The bill • 
would prohibit people from £ ' 1 
sex selection for non-med- 
ical reasons the buying and - 
selling of eggs, sperm and ‘ 
embryos attempts to crea'a-^t 
animal-human hybrids p 
cing h uman embryos in ’•"! ; 
animals and creating em- ” 
biyos for research. “We are 
acting today to set bound- 
aries on the use of new rep- > . .. ‘ 
roductive technologies,'' 
said Mr. Dingwall, .acting ' 
on recommendations of a ^ 
royal commission. The new 'v.’ . 
law would also baa K 

research on human em - 
bryos laier than 14 days ;■ * 
after conception on the ^ • 
grounds that the nervous .. 
system begins to develop v 
then. This was likely to dis- . • >. . 
please opponents of abor- ■ • v ■ 
tiou, who say life begins at . 
conception. One of the 
most controversial prac- , 
tices that would be banned 
is surrogate motherhood in 
which a woman is impreg* ... 
mated either with an em*' 
bryo from another wo* 
man’s egg or by artifi&T .. ; 
insemination using her own . • 
egg — - and then gives the 
baby up. Some of foe prac* ’ ' r 
tices “pose serious risks w „ 
human health and safety” a : , 

statement from Mr. Ding* 
wall's ministry said. 


